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HOCKEY and lenn is ..... t wo further
cod.. of.port which .re currently the suI>­
;eet uf exploralory 1.lb with the "alional
Sports Congress, Executive memb<-... of the
Ea.lern C.pe .nd Bord,... regions of th" SA
Me n ' s Hock.y Associ'lion rece nt ly met
w ith lb" r-;SC .nd resolved 10 p ress fur
ta lb a l a na.tio nal level b<.1w",," t heir bod y
and the "ational Sports Congn>ss.

All in . 11, , port ' PP''''' to b<- pavinl> t he
way .. fa r a, the qut..tion 0/ na lional o ni ly
i. concerned , Goodwill is much in evid ence
and Ibe (ounda tion fo r an a p.!r tbeid -'"",
'po rting society in tb. n ear fu lur. i. very
clearly being laid right now . We tru.t lhal
a ll other 'porting bodi", w ill "'" lhe w is_
dom of followin g the sa me mu'e.

Road running'. series of meet ings wilh
lh. r-;aliona.1 Sports Co"&"",, have, to d . te,
followed a programme of ""po, ing a. TltiIny
as pn»ible of lh. Soulb Afric.n Ro.d Run­
ning A»<>ci.tion'. (Sa rra) senior .dmin i,­
lrator'S 10 the ideal. o f t he ~alion.1 Sporl.
Congr e... Talb have now adva rt<.'t."d 10 tbe
stage where senou, n.gOO.ton' . boul u ni­
fication a re oct to beg in a nd Sarra i. cur­
renll y establi>bing • rommin"" whic h will
b<- "",ndated to e 'pl"", thi> a venu e.

Road runn ing b a ' r""'nlly become a
'port which bas .hown a di , linctly non-ra­

d a l face a n d , w ith enlighl­
ened adm ini,lralo!> a l lbe
helm 0/ SaTTa, lh""" a~ prom­
ioing ind icatio n. lha' p rogress
towanl' uni ficati on will ron­
tin o< at a .I"ady pace. Sam>,
10 ilS credil, has re",lved not
10 be involved in a ny furt1t<'r
"rebel" lours, such as Ih e
S' e l1enl>o.ch 100k m race
w hich took pi""" t hi. ye.r.

A further benef il of lhe
.. Iks b<-lwccn th" NSC and
Sarr. i. th.l cer"in .dminis­
tr. to r'S of road-running a lso
play.n a Clive rol" in a lhleti<5
(which_ like road ru nning, is
.UlOnomoU.), and lhis au~u",

well for lal<'r ..Ib in this field
of .port.

An entirely differ"nt set of
, if<Ou m Sla nces finally com­
pelled the SA Cri,k<'! Un io n
(Sacu ) .nd the NSC to m,,,,t
on. another. When t hey mel,
e.rly in N ovember, only one
i1<'m was o n tlte agend. and
lh.1 w,S th. <.ncell.lion of
lhe propooed "rebel" tour by
En g li sh cric keto.. in 1990.

Sadly, despilC lh. meeting, Sacu MUsed to
call off the lour even lhough very im'gina­
tive 'uggestions w..... m.de which would
h.ve f. cilit. l<.'d this. Unity t. lb can u nfor­
luna tel y not ev,," get oul of th e starting
bloc ks while one party is defying t he very
in. trum""l d..igned 10 ha' I"" , uch la lb.

Crick<'! unily talk , a re tbu. dead lockt'<f
around Ibe is,ue of the rebel toOT a nd one
1m... thitl, by lhe Ii"", lhe loW' h.. run il.
cou"",, muc~ good ....ill will have oo.n I""t;
goodwill ....hic h might hitve become lhe es­
sential catalysl in ensuring ••uc"""ful out_
oom.

g
Bu l they will al", l ind thai rommonah­

Ii... wilh ""'iorily-thinkin~ a re not too d iffi­
cu lt to find; and Ibey will find t he mere
. ymbolical ~..hl re 01 recognising lb. nt'e<1
of la n,ing 10 "lhe olh", . ide" indue'" a
wa rmer ","pon.. lhan Ihey mighl h.." ao­
ticip.!1<'d . Abovo alt ' hey will encounlOT a
p""'...s which, although never deviati ng
from firm establ;,bed principles, will prove
10 b<' pragm.tic and constructi" e, alwa""
MYing lho best in tt'TCSlS of tho particui"
.port in mind .

This ha. bc-t'n t he ." pcrio""" of adminis_
trators in lhe field< of ...-.c<:er, r"ad_runnin ~,

crick<'! and, lauorly, hockey. Thai each md.
of sport is " merging from ,h. p""""'" wi'h
dilt.....nl .....ults, i' of len indicative of ,h.
differi ng ""p<'Clalions wit h which lhey en_
Med it;.nd .Iways ind icative of lhe pecu­
li.r prohlems which each 'port fa"",.

While in """'I in'ta""" obotad.. have
been surmounled, "rcl>d" tours remain lh.
majo' Slumbling-block In wha tever Me of
sport" r<'fuoal to d i"ancc ono'. body from
su,h IOU'" is lhe ingm! ie n' for certain fail_
ure of lhe rocil"'; Ibese lOU'" a,.. <con to b<>
nO more than d.fi.n, aCls in contraven lion
at th" <ports mor'lorium.

Th. progress which 'OCceT u nilica lion
t.lks h.ve mad. ha. l>Hn well d ocumenled
in lb. pre,., .nd litt l. more will b<- sa id
here, Suffi,"" ho_ to .ay lh.l by Aptil
1990 lhere is ~ery ch. nce tM t South Afri­
can so<cer will be organl",d by on. non-,..­
cia l rontrollin~ body.

the ir limitatio ns curb d",m more lhan lhey
in fact do

:-;.turally, tberdore, " w hite" .porting
bodies .ntering into lhete h",t d i!ICuo . ion .
w ith lhe Na'ional Sport. Congre,. a re
bound to find Ibe 1ev,,1 of po litical discus­
s ion more d omin.nl lhan in their own ()J'­

g.ni.. lions, Similarly, lhey will flOd lhat
the roncepts of non_Tacial;,;m a nd d em<><;-­
r.cy t.ko on a fa r more politic ally_active
co n no tah o n lh.n Ihe passive a p o li tica l
me. n,n g which they have ~rown accus­
tomed to,

Unity talks:
NSC might
get the ball
rollin

By Keith wenrue

AsSouth Africa moo.. irr evocab ly a long
the path toward• • negotiated fu ture , " nun­
racialism" and "democracy" aTe two ron·""pl' .... to g."",.I. much discu.,i,m. In­
d~..t thcv • ..., cenl,ol to the deb.t", which
mu,t perin••te every level of South Africa"
soci<'ty before 1M ! lu tu", can, succ<'>Sfully.
become. ""lily.

Th_ two roncqll. are ah ady It.. locus
of attention in Ihe <po rt ing arena, where
admin ;otrato," of ,ever.1 cod• • of ' port
have b<'gun lO gTOpple ""tb
the obstad", "'hi,1i preve nt
them from uniting under {lnc
M n-racial umbrella. When
admini' trators of • particular
SpOTt believe they have a l·
way. run their . purt . Iong
non-ra ci.. l an d democr.tic
li"es, it "om.. somewh.t .s
a n . ffnmt tu discuv.... that Inc
...me perception i, not ,h.n'<l
by th. d i",,,l ranchi<;o>d majo>'
ity,

11Ii' i•• prohl"'" which "'"
not only beteo ""rou nte'od by
"estab lishment" sporting
bodi,.., but MS . Iso in a n>t­
lain ..n", b<><>n .n"""n,.m!
by the South African C ou ncil
01 Spor' (5.cos), Con..­
'lu enlly, car<.>ful unp.cking 0/
' he ronceplS ,. re'lorred be­
fo , e 'he foun dalion ..
reached, upon which unifica­
'ion tal ks can ther.aher b<>
bu ill,

Largel y bec.u.. o f e n ­
'renched positions, liul. h"
been achieved in the past d ec-
• d e 'ow.ni. uniting sport in
Sout h Africa. The sport mor'lOrium, which
effectively isol. ted South African . p o rt
fwm intern.tional sp o rt , w•• 'be ..is
around wh;cb .11 'port policy turned, "No
""rmal .port in an abnorm.1 society" was
the cry 01 t he disenfranchi><'d, while ....b­
li,bment code. ....pondt'<f with; "We'll do
wh.t'. best for our ' porhpersons," And SO

it ""'med th.1 t exploration nf neutral terri­
lOry would rema in impos.ible as long as
• • mbl.nces of a partheid exi. l<'<f in South
African SO<iety.

" An id .... whUS<' time has rome" could he
a wa y o f de!ICribing the emeTlI""ce of the
N.hnn.1 Sport. Cnng.... (N5U, Set u p p ri­
ma nly to . dd .... t he .talemate referied 10
a bo ve, the ~sc hn wever remains rornmit­
'ed to Ihe d evelopment of . port, particu­
I.rly in underprivi leged area'. It . more flex­
ible a pproach ha' ""'" the initiation of t.lb
b<-tween 'porl. bodi", along. wide range
of front.; lalb which are alre.dy beginning
to b<-.r fruil in",fa r a, pr"l\res> luw.rds
unilic.ltion of cert. in .porti ng code.. i, con­
<:erncd.

Th. "Ia tiona.1 Sport. Congres< has never
b<-heved tha t to achieve its la>k it has to
torn . port.<I""""'" inlo po liticia n' ; in f.ct, it
respt'd< the .....1political limila tim., of most
South Alrican . port ' l"'""n" The ~SC dO<";
how.wr ,uoAAest t hat mosl 'pomper",n,
und.restimat. tho imp.>t1. w hich they can
haw by . imply . land ing ""I publicly for
no n-raci.lism; thai th.y p lace 100 many
con,tr.in\<; on th"m""lvcs, b<-lieving tha t


