By Keith Wattrus

AS South Africa moves irrevocably along
the path towards a otiated future, “non-

racialism” and “democracy” are two con-
cepts set to generate much discussion. In-
deed, they are central to the debates which
must permeate every level of South African
society before that future can, successfully,
become a reality.

These two concepts are already the focus
of attention in the sporting arena, where
administrators of several codes of sport
have begun to grapple with
the obstacles which prevent
them from uniting under one
non-racial umbrella. When
administrators of a particular
sport believe they have al-
ways run their sport along
non-racial and democratic
lines, it comes somewhat as
an affront to discover that the
same perception is not shared
by the disenfranchised major-
ity.

This is a problem which has
not only been encountered by
“establishment”™ sporting
bodies, but has also in a cer-
tain sense been encountered
by the South African Council
of Sport (Sacos). Conse-
Tently, careful unpacking of
the concepts is required be-
fore the foundation is
reached, upon which unifica-
tion talks can thereafter be
built.

Largely because of en-
trenched positions, little has
been achieved in the past dec-
ade towards uniting sport in
South Africa. The sport moratorium, which
effectively isolated South African sport
from international sport, was the axis
around which all sport policy turmed. “No
normal sport in an abnormal society” was
the cry of the disenfranchised, while estab-
lishment codes responded with: “We'll do
what's best for our sportspersons.” And so
it seemed that exploration of neutral terri-
tory would remain impossible as long as
semblances of apartheid existed in South
African society.

“An idea whose time has come” could be
a way of describing the emergence of the
Mational Sports Congress (N5SC). Set up pri-
marily to address the stalemate referred to
above, the N5C however remains commit-
ted to the development of sport, particu-
Jarly in underprivileged areas. Its more flex-
ible approach has seen the initiation of talks
between sports bodies along a wide range
of fronts; talks which are already beginning
to bear fruit insofar as progress towards
unification of certain sporting codes is con-
cerned.

The Mational Sports Congress has never
believed that to achieve its task it has to
turn sportspersons into politicians; in fact, it
respects the real political limitations of most
South African sportspersons. The N5C does
however suggest that most sportspersons
underestimate the impact which they can
have by simply standing out publicly for
non-racialism; that they place too many
constraints on themselves, believing that
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their limitations curb them more than they
in fact do.

Naturally, therefore, “‘white’ sporting
bodies entering into their first discussions
with the MNational 5Sports Congress are
bound to find the level of political discus-
sion more dominant than in their own or-
ganisations. Similarly, they will find that
the concepts of non-racialism and democ-
racy take on a far more politically-active
connotation than the passive apolitical
meaning which they have grown accus-
tomed to.

Unity talks:
NSC might
get the ball
rolling

But they will also find that commonali-
ties with majority-thinking are not too diffi-
cult to find; and they will find the mere
symbolical gesture of recognising the need
of talking to “the other side” induces a
warmer response than they might have an-
ticipated. Above all, they will encounter a
process which, although never deviating
from firm established principles, will prove
to be pragmatic and constructive, always
having the best interests of the particular
sport in mind.

This has been the experience of adminis-
trators in the fields of soccer, road-running,
cricket and, latterly, hockey. That each code
of sport is emerging from the process with
different results, is often indicative of the
differing expectations with which they en-
tered it; and always indicative of the pecu-
liar problems which each sport faces.

While in most instances obstacles have
been surmounted, “rebel” tours remain the
major stumbling-block. In whatever code of
sport, a refusal to distance one’s body from
such tours is the ingredient for certain fail-
ure of the recipe; these tours are seen to be
no more than defiant acts in contravention
of the sports moratorium.

The progress which soccer unification
talks have made has been well documented
in the press, and little more will be said
here. Suffice however to say that by April
1990 there is every chance that South Afri-
can soccer will be organised by one non-ra-
cial controlling body.

Road running's series of meetings with
the National Sports Congress have, to date,
followed a programme of exposing as many
as possible of the South African Road Run-
ning Association’s (Sarra) senior adminis-
trators to the ideals of the National Sports
Congress. Talks have now advanced to the
stage where serious negotiatons about uni-
fication are set to begin and Sarra is cur-
rently establishing a committee which will
be mandated to explore this avenue.

Road running has recently become a
sport which has shown a distinctly non-ra-
cial face and, with enlight-
ened administrators at the
helm of Sarra, there are prom-
ising indications that progress
towards unification will con-
tinue al a steady pace. Sarra,
to its credit, has resolved not
to be involved in any further
“rebel” tours, such as the
Stellenbosch  100km race
which took place this year.

A further benefit of the
talks between the NSC and
Sarra is that certain adminis-
trators of road-running also
play an active role in athletics
(which, like road running, is
autonomous), and this augurs
well for later talks in this field
of sport.

An entirely different set of
circumstances finally com-
pelled the 5A Cricket Union
(Sacu) and the N5C to meet
one another. When they met,
early in Movember, only one
item was on the agenda and
that was the cancellation of
the proposed “rebel” tour by
English cricketers in 1990,
Sadly, despite the meeting, Sacu refused to
call off the tour even though very imagina-
tive suggestions were made which would
have facilitated this. Unity talks can unfor-
tunately not even get out of the starting
blocks while one party is defying the very
instrument designed to hasten such talks.

Cricket unity talks are thus deadlocked
around the issue of the rebel tour and one
fears that, by the time the tour has run its
course, much goodwill will have been lost;
goodwill which might have become the es-
sential catalyst in ensuring a successful out-
come,

HDCKE"\" and tennis are two further

codes of sport which are currently the sub-
ject of exploratory talks with the National
Sports Congress. Executive members of the
Eastern Cape and Border regions of the SA
Men's Hockey Association recently met
with the NSC and resolved to press for
talks at a national level between their body
and the National Sports Congress.

All in all, sport appears to be paving the
way as far as the question of national unity
i1s concerned. Goodwill i3 much in evidence
and the foundation for an apartheid-free
sporting society in the near future is very
clearly being laid right now. We trust that
all other sporting bodies will see the wis-
dom of following the same route.
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