election in Namibia

some comfort i the fact thal
the election process in Na-
mibia was substantially
peaceful and - as was later
certified by the UN special
representative Martti Ahh-
saar = also free and fair. The
almost festive mood that pre-
vailed in Windhoek and
Katutura during the election
week might come as a sur-
prise to white South Afmcans
who dread the dav of an
ANC take-over. Even more
surprising might be the fact
that the party mood tran-
scended party lines with both
DTA and ‘fm'.lpr supporters
apparently being swept away
in the euphona

In Keetmanshoop, a town
cituated mear the South Afn-
can border, we spoke to con
servative while larmers ol
the distnct. It was clear Hhat
they were the ones who re
ally felt threatened by the de
colonisation of the termitory
They were deeply suspicous
of Swapo and talked about
all the intimidation taking
place “up north™. They e
ertheless stated that fhey
were prepared to wail and
se¢ what the new govern-
ment has in dofe for (hem
They were all prepared to al
least give the new govern-
ment a2 chance bebore casting
their eves to their southern
neighbour

yrations

proximately 5 000 members who had been demobilised were the
ones who were tired of the war. But many of them enjoved the
business and they were amongst those who had found their way
into the SWA Police.

They also claimed that many of the demobilised troops had
“lost” their weapons. Three hundred Koevoet troops were also
Awol at the time of demobilisation, according to Untag figures.
The delegation encountered deep suspicions about the likelihood
of such inefficiencies in a crack unit like Koevoet

This fear is heightened by current disputes with the South Afri-
can Administrator-General, Mr Louis Pienaar, Ms Irish said that
people they met were unhappy about Mr Pienaar, for years the
implementor of South African policy in Namibia, projecting his
office as an independent Namibian administration during the in-
dependence process.

The message being brought home by the fact-finding mission
was that South Africans need to learn from the Namibian 435
process. Most importantly that whatever political settlement we
end up with, it is a South African product designed for South Af-
rica, The fundamental weakness of Resolution 435 is that it is a
product of the UN designed to meet its international responsibil-
ity. Namibians have not shaped the process in terms of which
the}r will need to build their nation in the future

Gary Cullen is Regional Co-ordinator of Idasa in Matal.

Rubbing shoulders in the street .
Some of the well-educated dunng election week in Namibia bosch.

whites who live in Windhoek
were more cynical about the
election, A well-to-do medi-
cal doctor told us that the
election was “the greatest
non=cvent in the history ol
Mamibia™, “In the end,” he
said, “one tends o vole for
the party with the least unat
tractive whitee 1 1t

RETURNING

South Admca after a stmuakal
img few davs i “the last ool
ony in Africa™, the irony ol
the friendliness and the
peacefulness of the election
after 20 vears of civil war
does not escape one Then
WS rt,"'.]]r-i'- that the electon
mav b a non-event noa way
ot thought of by the oynical
doctor in Windhoek., For
there are le==ons to be learnt
from the Namibian expen
ence. And one of themm may
be that we in South Afrca
should become involved in a
humanising struggle for hb
EralieEn b L'-!_"'I!r'u.‘_ or 8 CoWan
trv i which we oould have
non-ractal, free and fair el
thipmes amd social transforma
tion by means other than vie
fenioe and ooerroon: by mesans
other than a civil war
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Foreigners
voted in droves

By Gary Cullen
WHITE South Africans who travelled to Namibia in their thou-

sands to volte in the termtory’s first election were able to exploit the
clause in Resolution 435 designed to ensure that refugees and their
descendants are entitled to vole.

Prior to the elechion F-w.apn nfficials sad that while =ome ],‘nlrl]u'
covered by the clause had fought for independence and the right o
vote, the majority have spent their whole voting lives opposing free
and fair elections, whether in South Africa or in Namibia

In order to vote a person had to be born in Namibia or be descen
dent from such a person. Present, or intended future place of resi
dence was not a requirement. This drew between 10 00 and 12 (KK
South African residents into the election, the vast majority of them
having no intention of living in the country, but who were happy to
take advantage of the many charter flights laid on to ferry voters

The voting contingent was also strengt hened by seconded mem-
bers of the administration and security forces who could vote if they
had spent a continuous period of four years in the territory and
pledged their intention to remain in Namibia. There is, however,
little b0 bind them to their F]L'dhi.' row that the votes are casi,

In the opinion of a West German Untag member, Mamibia should
quality tor the Guiness Book of Records as the country in which the
greatest proportion of foreigners have ever been !'l'I.‘I!'I'I1I|.|.|'|.|. toy vote
in an election.
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