vise the process of negotiation and there
appearcd to be some flexibility in this re-
gard as well as on the formation of a con-
stituent assembly to draw up a new
constitubion.

A discussion on the creation of “south-
ern African desk™ - with South Alrica at
its centre - to resolve the economic prob-
lems of the region generaled vigorous
debate. Prof Peter Vale, of the Institute
for Social and Economic Research at
Rhodes University, argued that the at-
tempts of South Africa’s neighbours to
jointly resolve their economic problems
had failed. Against the background of a
positive shift among financial institutions
inside South Africa that traditionally up-
held apartheid, it was vital to begin with
an integrated discussion and joint actions
to tackle the region’s economic problems,
ANC spokesmen, however, disagreed
that such a process could begin while
apartheid was still to a large extent intact
- and stressed that there should not be
any complacence about South African
domination in either the sub-region or
Africa as a whole.

The concerns of whites about the fu-
ture political dispensation found an echo
in several contributions during the con-
ference. Business Day editor Ken Owen
expressed his distrust of power bluntly,
saving that his reservations were partly
motivated by his experience of the tyr-
anny of apartheid and some of the meth-
ods of those engaged in the struggle
against it, His fears were almost immedi-
ately addressed in a moving contribution
by Albie Sachs, a former Cape Town ad-
vocate now engaged in human rights and
constitutional law research al the Insti-
tute of Commonwealth Studies in Lon-
don. It was clear that Sachs, who lost his
arm in a car bomb in Maputo some years
ago, was as commited to universal hu-
man rights as he was to the ANC. In tact,
his contribution put some pressure on the
ANC to take more bold action in making
its position on this and many other vital
issues more widely known.

During the debate on the economy,
Alec Irwin, education secretary of the
Mational Union of Metalworkers of South
Alrica, articulated an important challenge
facing people across the political spec-
trum in the country. “The biggest chal-
lenge we face is to try and escape the un-
derstandings we have developed as a re-
sult of our experiences of the past,” he
said. The rhetoric ot the democratic
movement, for example, could not simply
be dismissed or ignored because it re-
flected some of the real needs of the ma-
jority of South Africans. Earlier in the
week UDF executive member in the
Western Cape, Cheryl Carolus, said the
culture of resistance and demands of the
democratic movement were often re-
garded as “ridiculous and outlandish™.
The truth, however, was that their
struggle was a noble one and based es-
sentially on the quality of human life.
Mass-based structures, she added, were
the disenfranchised people’s insurance
policy for the tuture.

Probably the most noticeable move-
ment at the conference occurred among
the leading businesspeople and unionists
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The human face of
soclalism

A SOM EWHAT protracted debate

on sanctions in the French National As-
sembly on the second day ol the Paris
indaba put the conterence in the night
frame of mind to seriously deliberate the
future of the economy, a debate which
emerged as the most fruitful part of the
discussion.

1C1 economist Ronnie Bethlehem sug-
gested that delegates should bury the
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Africa needed a mixed Coonomy, bt the
gquestion was “how to get the mix of the
mixed economy right”, said Pieter le Roux
of the University of the Western Cape
The present vast inequalities were the re
sult ol ".IP.I.I’IhL'HJ on Lop of 1'.:F‘|i!.b|1--|1|"
and there was an urgent need for invest-
ment in human capital - which could be a
form of redistribution of wealth - to secure
the survival of the economy in the long-
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Van Zyl Slabbert, Madame Danielle Mitterand, Prime Minister Michel Rocard and
Alex Boraine.

hatchet on sanctions as it really was “yes-
terday’s debate™. The most important is-
sue that needed to be settled was the re-
distribution of wealth and ;..';1'-:11.'.'!]1 of the
economy, and “tomorrow’s debate”
would be the meaningiul integration ol
South Africa’s economy with that of the
sub-region.

The undisputable star of the economic
debate was Alec Irwin, education secre-
tary of Mumsa, who didn't mince his
words and exploded a myth-a-minute as
he set out to prove that labour was not in-
tent on destroying the economy.

“We do not hide the fact that we have a
socialist ¢||_1pn;:m'1|, but our concern is the
development of the whole society and to
do that we need a coherent approach.” He
identified the central areas of dispute as
that of growth and ownership. On both 1s-
sues capilalists had outmoded 1deas, he
claimed. “"The important question is
whether people are being emploved while
we grow, are we talking about caviar or
food.”

There was some consensus that South

ferm,

Le Roux said nationalisation drove the
“fear of hell” into capitalists, bul al issue
was nol so0 much who owns the means of
production, but how to establish demo
cratic control over the surplus,

Irwin argued strongly that neither free
market capitalism nor command economy
socialism could solve the critical unem-
ployment problem, low wage levels, vast
housing shortages and the housing and
education orises.

Current privatisation policies would
prove disastrous - what was needed was
an investment policy which would ensure
that compantes woere i|‘|lr|'|1.‘|l|n;1|'|.'||]:n.' LT
i‘ll.*lili.'.'r. the cost ol F'll'tuiu-.lilm was low-
ered and 4~|T1]r|:|_'..-'|1'u'u1 icreased

Irwin said the labour movement was
critical in its approach to socialism and
had no objechon to an interchange with
economists to begin to fashion policies Lo
deal with the problems of the economy.
Labour was also not proposing Lhe nation-
alisation of every company, but would in-
sist that any restructuring be democrati-
l.,'..'I]I_'.,' plxmm:.u,l



