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A homecoming in Paris

By Ronel Scheffer
FC}H A brief moment in Paris earlier

this month some 100D Ssouth Afncans had
a rare taste of being ited by the world
Europe’s most charming city ﬂF'-rm-n_‘t its
heart to them in an almost overwhelming
display of generosity and support for
their efforts to resolve the conflict in thewr
country. Escorted through the winiry
avenues of Paris by presidential outnders
and entertained in ministenal banguel
halls, the group had cause to be both
humble and proud.

South Africa had barely started out on
the road of attaining the noble objectives
of the French Eevolution of two centuries
ago, and yet many in the group had dec-
ades of proud struggle behind them, had
experienced extreme suffering and made
|'||_||_r|-_- savribives botween them a total of
150 vears behind bars, in fact. [t was no
coincidence therefore that the debate at
the six-day Paris conference hosted by
France Libertés, the human rights arm of
the Danielle Mitterand Foundation, was
characterised by an unusual spirit of hu-
mility, ;'HF""T'I,"L'-I"\J almost withowl L'\L'L'F'"'
tion by all thise among the diverse group
of South Africans, the mapority of them in
kev leadership positions in polibics, bus-
ness, labour, academia and the press

There wiere :r1'|!"1|F!.I|I!11 dilflerences Of
perception and position in many areas
ranging from the De Klerk government's
contnbution and intentions to the rela-
tionship between revolution and negodia-
tions and methods of restructuning  the
economy o achieve both growth and a
redistribution of wealth. But there was
remarkable common ground as well
Delegates agroed that the process ol
achieving a non-racial demicracy had to
b acceleratid and that the intermal de-
bate between the opponents ol apartheid
must become more vigorous, that the
white community must more actively be
integrated in this process; thal it would
be counter-productive to build group
rights into a fulure constitulion, and that
the return of ANC exiles was a matter of

Urgency

inside

Delegates to the Paris conference Hein Willemse of UWC, ANC members Pallo
Jordan and Neo Mnumzana, and Dr Sam Motsuenyane, a Johannesburg business
leader, at the new entrance to the Louvres. |dasa assisted in organising the
conference

(n the first day of the conference the
first lady of France, whose personal n-
volvement with the dialogue programme
between exiled members of the ANLC and
ther compatriols inside the country goes
back to the historical 1987 Dakar confer-
ence, placed her foundabion's mvitatwon
o the Soulh African delegabon in the
conbext of France Liberis" commistment
to building a fairer world. She noted  that
at a time when dwctatorshaps around Lhe
world are being abolishsd, South Afn-
cans are “awakening from the nightmare
of aparthead
expanding fasl, she added, and ignorance
can no longer be a prelext to ustity pas

The wiorkd consciousness 1s

sivitv in the realm ol extendimg human
rights to people throughout the world
France Libernes, she said, was honouned
to participale in a small way while South
Afnicans were wriling a page in their his-
l;u'-r_1.

Over the next five days, as delegates
grappled with a wide range of cruaal is-
sucs and debates surrounding the transi-
ton to a non-racial democracy in South

The free, fair and | Organising
festive elections

whites

Adrica, it became clear that Madame Mit-
terand’s expectations of the conference
Wiere mid i_'l.l;:'.:l.'l..l:lt'tj I hie P:I't'-t.':h_t_' Ol
both ANC leaders and leading MDM ac-
tivists clearly mitroduced an important
dvnamic in the discussion, elevating the
debate throughout. ANC leaders, white
businessmien, unionists and activists In
the mass democrat movement, leading
woumalists, academics and even a lone
Natonal Party supporter visably moved
Closer topether and were iIndesd wnibine a
page in the country's history and prnba-
By 1m o amn |||'+'1|-...!| nlisd st ol i'll_llf'l:_“--T:n
and openness as well

It moved UL publicity secretary
Murphy Morobe in the hnal session o e
mark that despite the vigorous debate “it
1= almost magic that we leave this comfer-
ence with not one of us showing a scratch
from another™

“"We are beginning o leam very cnti
cally trom the lessons history has taught
us - not o shy away rom contradictions
because without disagreement and

To Page 4

NSC might get
the ball rolling




More talks with ANC needed says Volksblad editor

HENNIE van Deventer, editor of Volksblad and

a great admirer of FW de Klerk, returned from the
aris indaba committed o drawing other members of
the Afrikaner establishment into discussions with the
ANC and leaders in extra-parliamentary politics.

He felt enriched by the discussions and found it
particularly valuable to hear how members of the
ANC motivate and defend some of their “'unpopu-
lar” positions in debate, 1 am in a much better posi-
tion now to authoritatively deliver comment on ex-
tra-parliamentary politics,” he said.

He admits to having felt uncomiortable with some
aspects ol the discussions, but agrees that being in a
position to “put faces to names” takes some of the
sting out of impressions based on press reports.

Van Deventer, editor of Volksblad tor the past 10
years, believes that Afrikaans newspapers should in-
form their readers more fully on the views of extra-
parliamentary groups to overcome their extensive ig-
norance in that area.

Afrikaner intellectuals too should be more recep-
tive to the views of the democratic movement, and
also use opportunities for dialogue to voice their own

aspirations to that community.

As far as his own role as newspaper editor 1s con-
cerned, Van Deventer plans to step up the content of
Volksblad on black views. 1 will certainly make
more information available to my readers, but it will
not necessary be sympathetic reporting. In fact, 1

have returned with some ammunition to still defend

some of my earlier viewpoints.”

Deventer, and Mr Thabo Mbeki,

The editor of the Bloemfontein newspaper Volksblad, Mr Hennie van

the ANC's director of international affairs.

From Page 1
contradiction there can only be stagnation
and no development,” he said.

As the conference drew to a close, how-
ever, an ANC leader cautioned that con-
stant tocus on strategies o end .'-I]_'I-.'irlhl.’id
should not overshadow the actuality of
what is happening on the ground in South
Africa. In spite of many positive develop-
ments, repression was continuing along
with reform in the country, and there was
enormous suffering among millions of
people in the region. “"We have an urgent
task to end the hunger, to end the pov-
erty, to end the death,” he said, also fo-
cusing again on the need for unity among
all South Africans. “"None of us acting
alone will be able to end the system of
apartheid. We have to act together and
find out what we need to do together to
gel to that commonly defined future.”

Perceptions differed sharply on the mo-
tivating force behind the more liberal
management style of the new National
Party leader. At the one end of the spec-
trum MDM and ANC leaders insisted that
F W de Klerk had not had a change of
heart, but that he was acting under the
pressure of internal and external forces
mobilised by the democratic movement,
and indeed merely shifting the line of de-
fence. It was not apartheid that De Klerk
wanted to save but power and control,
argued the director of the Legal Resources
Centre in Port Elizabeth, Fikile Bam. “In
the process De Klerk is even prepared to
put apartheid in jeopardy.” said Bam.

At the other end of the spectrum, the
editor of the Bloemfontein-based
Volksblad, Hennie van Deventer, main-
tained that De Klerk's initiatives were not
a "cynical exercise to maintain strategic
advantage’ but the result of a moral

“It is almost magic
that we leave this
conference with
not one of us
showing a scratch

from another.’
&l

awakening of consciousness among the
Afrikaner leadership who sincerely
wanted to establish a just and equitable
society. In this context ldasa’s director ot
policy and planning, Van Zyl Slabbert,
cautioned against the rarefication of any
particular form of struggle to end apart-
heid, stressing the importance of both the
planned and unplanned forces of change.
“The whole South African situation is
driven by an internal dynamic,” he said.

As the debate shifted to negohiations,
Dr Willie Breytenbach of the African stud-
ies department at the University of
Stellenbosch stressed that there was an
inherent danger for the ANC in the De
Klerk government's apparent readiness to
allow mass mobilisation inside the coun-
try. “The more the povernment allows
mass mobilisation, the higher its interna-
tional credibility will grow and the ANC
might well be seen as intransigent and to
be delaying the process of transition,” he
said.

The ANC countered that its insistence
on a normalisation of the political process
inside South Africa was being miscon-
strued as pre-conditions for negotiation.
Their demands for the unbanning of the

ANC, releasing of political prisoners and
the lifting of the state of emergency in fact
merely amounted to the creation of a cli-
mate for negotiation. But there was con-
cern too that the ANC was approaching
negotiation as a “'trick used in the revolu-
tionary paradigm’’. Slabbert said negotia-
tion would unleash a dynamic which
would create a completely new situation
on the ground and neither side would
have complete control over the agenda.
lay MNaidoo of Cosatu argued that there
was an inextricable link between revoelu-
tion and negotiation in resolving the
South African conflict, and that the one
would not be possible without the other,
Democratic Party co-leader Wynand
Malan made a plea for flexibility on both
sides. “The problems of the past will only
be solved by the politics of the future,” he
said.

Idasa’s executive director, Alex Boraine,
noted the importance of the process of lo-
cal level negotiations that has started in
several centres of the country. Commu-
nity structures were in this way beginning
to challenge the power base of white
councils and all parties were learning
valuable lessons for future in the process.

ANC and MDM views on the partici-
pants at the national negotiating table
proved interesting. While some argued
against the presence of groups like
Inkatha (because it is not active in the
struggle against apartheid} in a formal
negotiating forum, it appeared that there
may be room for all significant groups at
the table but that it will consist basically
of two sides - with those who share the
vision of ANC and MDM on one side and
the rest on the opposite side.

There was a tentative exploration too of
the concept of an honest broker to super-



vise the process of negotiation and there
appearcd to be some flexibility in this re-
gard as well as on the formation of a con-
stituent assembly to draw up a new
constitubion.

A discussion on the creation of “south-
ern African desk™ - with South Alrica at
its centre - to resolve the economic prob-
lems of the region generaled vigorous
debate. Prof Peter Vale, of the Institute
for Social and Economic Research at
Rhodes University, argued that the at-
tempts of South Africa’s neighbours to
jointly resolve their economic problems
had failed. Against the background of a
positive shift among financial institutions
inside South Africa that traditionally up-
held apartheid, it was vital to begin with
an integrated discussion and joint actions
to tackle the region’s economic problems,
ANC spokesmen, however, disagreed
that such a process could begin while
apartheid was still to a large extent intact
- and stressed that there should not be
any complacence about South African
domination in either the sub-region or
Africa as a whole.

The concerns of whites about the fu-
ture political dispensation found an echo
in several contributions during the con-
ference. Business Day editor Ken Owen
expressed his distrust of power bluntly,
saving that his reservations were partly
motivated by his experience of the tyr-
anny of apartheid and some of the meth-
ods of those engaged in the struggle
against it, His fears were almost immedi-
ately addressed in a moving contribution
by Albie Sachs, a former Cape Town ad-
vocate now engaged in human rights and
constitutional law research al the Insti-
tute of Commonwealth Studies in Lon-
don. It was clear that Sachs, who lost his
arm in a car bomb in Maputo some years
ago, was as commited to universal hu-
man rights as he was to the ANC. In tact,
his contribution put some pressure on the
ANC to take more bold action in making
its position on this and many other vital
issues more widely known.

During the debate on the economy,
Alec Irwin, education secretary of the
Mational Union of Metalworkers of South
Alrica, articulated an important challenge
facing people across the political spec-
trum in the country. “The biggest chal-
lenge we face is to try and escape the un-
derstandings we have developed as a re-
sult of our experiences of the past,” he
said. The rhetoric ot the democratic
movement, for example, could not simply
be dismissed or ignored because it re-
flected some of the real needs of the ma-
jority of South Africans. Earlier in the
week UDF executive member in the
Western Cape, Cheryl Carolus, said the
culture of resistance and demands of the
democratic movement were often re-
garded as “ridiculous and outlandish™.
The truth, however, was that their
struggle was a noble one and based es-
sentially on the quality of human life.
Mass-based structures, she added, were
the disenfranchised people’s insurance
policy for the tuture.

Probably the most noticeable move-
ment at the conference occurred among
the leading businesspeople and unionists
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The human face of
soclalism

A SOM EWHAT protracted debate

on sanctions in the French National As-
sembly on the second day ol the Paris
indaba put the conterence in the night
frame of mind to seriously deliberate the
future of the economy, a debate which
emerged as the most fruitful part of the
discussion.

1C1 economist Ronnie Bethlehem sug-
gested that delegates should bury the
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Africa needed a mixed Coonomy, bt the
gquestion was “how to get the mix of the
mixed economy right”, said Pieter le Roux
of the University of the Western Cape
The present vast inequalities were the re
sult ol ".IP.I.I’IhL'HJ on Lop of 1'.:F‘|i!.b|1--|1|"
and there was an urgent need for invest-
ment in human capital - which could be a
form of redistribution of wealth - to secure
the survival of the economy in the long-
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Van Zyl Slabbert, Madame Danielle Mitterand, Prime Minister Michel Rocard and
Alex Boraine.

hatchet on sanctions as it really was “yes-
terday’s debate™. The most important is-
sue that needed to be settled was the re-
distribution of wealth and ;..';1'-:11.'.'!]1 of the
economy, and “tomorrow’s debate”
would be the meaningiul integration ol
South Africa’s economy with that of the
sub-region.

The undisputable star of the economic
debate was Alec Irwin, education secre-
tary of Mumsa, who didn't mince his
words and exploded a myth-a-minute as
he set out to prove that labour was not in-
tent on destroying the economy.

“We do not hide the fact that we have a
socialist ¢||_1pn;:m'1|, but our concern is the
development of the whole society and to
do that we need a coherent approach.” He
identified the central areas of dispute as
that of growth and ownership. On both 1s-
sues capilalists had outmoded 1deas, he
claimed. “"The important question is
whether people are being emploved while
we grow, are we talking about caviar or
food.”

There was some consensus that South

ferm,

Le Roux said nationalisation drove the
“fear of hell” into capitalists, bul al issue
was nol so0 much who owns the means of
production, but how to establish demo
cratic control over the surplus,

Irwin argued strongly that neither free
market capitalism nor command economy
socialism could solve the critical unem-
ployment problem, low wage levels, vast
housing shortages and the housing and
education orises.

Current privatisation policies would
prove disastrous - what was needed was
an investment policy which would ensure
that compantes woere i|‘|lr|'|1.‘|l|n;1|'|.'||]:n.' LT
i‘ll.*lili.'.'r. the cost ol F'll'tuiu-.lilm was low-
ered and 4~|T1]r|:|_'..-'|1'u'u1 icreased

Irwin said the labour movement was
critical in its approach to socialism and
had no objechon to an interchange with
economists to begin to fashion policies Lo
deal with the problems of the economy.
Labour was also not proposing Lhe nation-
alisation of every company, but would in-
sist that any restructuring be democrati-
l.,'..'I]I_'.,' plxmm:.u,l
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Homecoming . . .
From Page 5
Towards the end of the discussions they
had clearly achieved a more open atti-
tude towards cach other. There was a
plea from business that the adverserial
relationship between business and the
unions should be played down so that
they may ammve at a point where every-
one saw themselves as stakeholders in
companies. JCI  chairman Murray
Hofmever maintained his posibon  that
business needs o take advantage ol any
”I‘I""""""“‘"‘ il may get o influence the
government, 1E was untenable for busi-
ness and labour to continue lambasting
one ancther with “recrimination upon
recrimination”, he said. The time had
come for serious dialogue between these
two parties in the economy. Un the side
of the unions there was an encouraging
recognition of the importance of the busi-
ness community in the generation of
wealth

In the closing session of the conlerence,
the vice-chancellor of the University of
Cape Town, Professor Stuart Seunders,

UDF national treasurer Azhar Cachalia
and Murray Hofmeyr.

highlighted a lesson that was implict
throughout the deliberations. He sad al-
though it was generally agreed that nego-
tiation had to come as quickly as pos-
sible, it was vital to remember that these
negotiations should be aimed at securing
the future, The debate on the economy
therefore had o be extended as o matter
of urgency o investment and participa-
tion in programmes o mmprove of educa-
twon, health amd hm.l.z-l.n!z;, the critical areas
il pisisd in the couniry.

Breviten Brevienbach, the world re-
minwmead South Afncan et who ““master
minded” the comference and the lavish
reception in Paris of his felloow South Ad-
ricans, remarkad that there was a need to
strengthen the dvnamic process between
our methods and what we are aiming for
“We should try to take as many people as
possible with us.”

Al the end of the Pans indaba, one was
left wondering how long ldasa could con-
tinue to play a role in initiating debates of
this nature bevond the borders of the
country, Clearly evervene at the confer-
ence was feeling the effects of this dimen-
sion of the South African schizophrenia,
Evervone wanted the ANC to come home
soon, not only to end the ]'.m‘r'-nlml suffer-
ing of the individuals concerned, but also
s that their remarkable vision of the hu-
ture can by shared among all South An-
CAs
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NEGOTIATION

World watch as NP,
ANC manoeuvre for
moral high ground

By Pierre de Vos
ALTHGUGH both the MNational

Party and the ANC have in principle en-
dorsed the concept of negotiation. it is
clear that the two groups hold profoundly
different views on what the result of these
negotiations should be.

Both groups would like to see their con-
stitutional framework adopted as a starting
point. At present, both parties are manoeu-
vring themselves into a position which
would enable them to gain the initiative for
the moral high ground without a commit-
ment at this stage to sit down at the negoti-
ating table.

The eventual outcome of this game may
hinge on the government’s willingness to
accept a negotiated settlement that would
culminate in the handing over of power
from the white minority to the majority of
the people in South Africa. This in turn
may depend on the whether the opposition
forces would be willing to sacrifice at least
some of their principles 1o entice the gov-
ernment into striking a bargain

Al present the possibility of such a his-
toric compromise seems most unlikly - not
the least because this would entail that the
present government would then become
the first power in the history of the world
to voluntarily negotiate themselves out of

WVET,

But in the rapidly changing world in
which we find ourselves almost anything
seems possible, Despite the very conserva-
tive record built up by State 'resident FW
Dy Klerk before his election as leader of the
NP, he started talking about the promotion
of a climate for negotiations shortly after
ousting I'W Botha.

But the fact that the once mighty and
rigid National Party has transformed itself
into a flexible and, some would Arguas,
much more dangerous opponent, docs not
mwan that the party is on the defensive and
on the brink of going into “surrender
talks"

According to Prof Hennie Koted, head of
the Department of Political Science at the
University of Stellenbosch, the state of the
economy had a lot to do with the way De
Klerk acted during his first two months in
power. The devastating effect of the eco-
nomic isolation of South Africa, the diffi-
culty in repaying foreign debt and the ab-
sence of a foreign banker for the develop-
ing country all contributed to make the
government realise that “things can’t go on
as they used ",

According to Kotzé, the Mimster of Fi-

nance, Mr Barend du Plessis, had no final
control over government spending before
De Klerk took over. “He could not bring
the reality of the economic situation home
to the Cabinet. But that is all changing
™

The government’s skilful handling of the
Commonwealth summit in Kuala Lumpur
and the successful re-negotiation of their
foreign debt demonstrated a new under-
standing of the political and economic re-
alities they find themselves in. “De Klerk
knew he had to deliver something to stave
of the sanctions threat in Kuala Lumpur,™
says Kotze,

The question remains, however, whether
De Klerk's tenure in office won't be a re-
peat performance of that of tormer Presi-
dent Botha. Will the new president turn
out to be a smiling version of the previous
NP leader?

James Selfe, Democratic Party member
of the President’s Counall and DI' research
officer, is one of many people involved in
“arliamentary politics who bebeve that De
Klerk is qualitatively different from s
predecessor. “It might even be that the
man had a ideological change of heart after
coming into office. He is definitely far
maore clever than PW. Intellectually he has
accepted that the presenl regime IS unac-
ceptable.”

Tactics

Whatever the political make-up of Presi-
dent De Klerk may be, his new tactics have
forced both the MDM internally and the
ANC externally to change their tactics. The
ANC and the MDM met in Lusaka in July
to thrash out a position on negotiations.

New Nation, a newspaper which sup-
ports the MDM, commented recently that
the Lusaka meeting came out of the realisa-
tion that “the impenalists and the regime”
hoped 10 win new space and regain the mi-
tiative by bwnching a negotiabion initiative
with which they plan to confuse, divide
and demobilise anti-apartheid foroes.

Titus Maifolo, a member of the UDF ex-
ccutive, explained that the MDM also
viewed negotiations as a weapon used by
both sides to advance their interests and
positions. “Thus it is important that we see
negotiations as part of struggle to be
waged simultaneously with other forms of
struggle, Some liberals argue that negotia-
tions will solve all our problems. But this s
based on the mistaken view that conflict
between the NP and the ANC is based on a
misunderstanding.

"The ANC and the government repre-
sent classes whose obpctive interests are in





