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IDASA Conference In
Natal calls for basic
democratic rights

THE RIGH
PROTECTION 01hu man rights, and
in particular the right to speak, do.!s
not lie in a document but "in the
c it izensof a count ry m Ull&ling and
filolh1inll fo r human rights from the
bottom up ", acco rd ing to NDM MP
Peter Gastrow spe" king recently at
th e IDASA conference on " The right
to spea k",

Speaking ,11the culm inil t ion of a
day and a half confe rence held a t
the University of Nil!a1in Durban.
he was explaining and interp re ting
the KwaZulu Nata l lnda ba b ill of
rights in a session dealing with
democratic fril meworks for protect­
jog freedom of expression.

"A bill of rights needs to reflect
the rights and freedom for which
people have worked and towards
which they have aspired ," he COIl­
eluded. o ffering the historic joint
declaration Ix.>tween COSA TU a nd
ln ka tha as a ste p towards se<:urinll
the right to spea k.

This dt'< lara t ion reads in part
" tha t a ll politi cal o rganisations
have-the right to exist and the demo­
crane right to espouse thei r o wn
viewpoint."

The use 01 specific examples in
which the issue of freedom of e x­
pression was being st ruggled for
was a hall mark of the conference ,
which drew a wide spread o f people
together (see other stOfy ). Case stu ­
dies confirmed and extended the
thL'Oretical papers give n and pro­
vided participants with information
o fte n not available in the media.

One such case came movingly
alive lor participants as Mr J N Singh,
an attorney restric ted from 196 3
until August thi s year , spoke o f the
effect this restr iction had had on
his life a nd tha t of those around
him .

Unable to live or work o utside
the Durban magisterial district, even
family ho lidays or the building of a
house had been occasions tor at­
te mp ting to get min isterial permis­
sion.

Forall these years a person whose
name appeared o n a hst of these
wno ca nnot be quoted in terms of
the Inte rna l Security Act, he, to-
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gether with Mr Nelson Mandela,
wasomiued from the list published
in August thi s ye a r.

Spea king during the same sess ion
as Mr Singh , Gilbert Ma rc us of the
Wits Unive'Sity Centre for Applied
lega l Stud ies led par ticipa nts
through the male of laws and regu­
lations affecting people 's right to
speak. This bac kdrop set the under­
lying theme 01the confe rence : the
attempt (lIthe government to screen
South Africans from both the reality
of the situa tio n and the reality of
the resistance to government o p­
preSSIon .

"Censcrsh tp o pe rates to shie ld
a nd pro tect white South Africans
from reality - the rea lity tha t the
majority o f the population are liv­
inll in squalor a nd poverty and that
yea rs 01oppressio n are giving ven t
to violent anger o n an unprecedent­
ed scale: ' he said , potnrtng o ut tha t
censorship must be seen not only
in the more obvious laws b ut a lso
in the co ntrol o f school c urric ula,
the selection 01 news and va rious
o ther controls ov er the population.

Fra nk Meintjies o f COSATU and
Sefako Nyaka 01 the New Nation
newspaper spelled out the manner
in which the riilht to speak 01 their
orgamsenons was being controlled
and restricted .

The Eme rge nc y continues to af­
fec t COSATU members in var ious
wa ys,~ sa ys Mr Meint jies . "The re
are co ntinued detentions of sho p­
stewards, impromp tu deten tions a t
roadblocks, visits a nd threats 01
deten tion . In small towns in pa rti­
cu la r, security police behave as if
CO SATU is a lread y an illegal o rga­
n isa t io n, a nd the ha rassmen t suf­
fered b y organisers and workers
crea tes imme nse pola risation and
ange""

The c o nfe re nce wa s the first
major public e ve nt in the Nata l
region of IDASA and d...._ signifi­
ca nt press attention . This was in­
creased both by the press parnc tpa ­
non in the conference a nd by the
ti ming of the event . It was held in
the same week that the Weekly Mail
was banned Ic ro ne month and tha t

the furore over aut hor Salman Rush­
die e rupted.

It wa s Weekly Mail editor, Anton
Ha rber, d osing the conference ,
who drew these two events togL>thL" .

nMo st crucia l o f all." he sa id "is
th e need to p ut the issue of censor­
ship On the agenda of the democra ­
tic mo veme nt ."

The co ntrove rsyov.... the Rushdie
e vent , in whi ch the a utho r's latest
book wa s banned and his invita tio n
to speakat a I><XJio:. week withd rawn.
was "the d earest indicat ion yet that
the democratic movement in thi s
cou n try ha s not g iven ser io us
thought a nd commitme nt to the
notion o f fr-do m of e xpression. II
we a re going to succeed in our fight
aRainst ce nso rsh ip , and put free­
dom o f expression On tlte polit ica l
agenda, weare going to ha ve to get
organ isations to deal with it, ta ke a
sta nd o n it , and join the fill:ht for
it," he said.

HThe governme nt controls info r.
mation in order to control people;
if they lo se that contro l. t hen
people will be a ble to th ink fo r

Justin' lohn Didcort
cha irs a sl'ssion on
the law .Jnd the
right to
speak. with
Frank
Meint;i£!s
and Gil­
be"
Marcus



TO SPEAK
themselves a nd booll i" p lanning
thp;. own future. The f ilthl a~in~1

cenWf'lhi p i~ a fi llhl for people to
tal l' coot rot of their situ.ll ion ; it is
an ...""nlia l figh t for a ditt.-...n! ,lnd
tx·tt.-r South Africa."

Ideological
dllferences debated

THf R;Khl lo~akconfl!'<f"ACepro­

vidPd an oppoo lunity for a wide
,anlll"o f pecole a od inU·,."Mgrou~

to mt.'O:"t .
A t ..a.( ;mf' deb<!te~ sup­

POl'tt."rS of t"katha and mt"mben of
student i1nd community OfJlolni~·

tion. drew .ts own aud ience
in o ne o f the extended

breaks planf>l'd for con-
tere nce p,lrt ic;p,ants.

The debate. healed ill
1;mE"S, endt-d in frifondly
diwgr~l. with 00­

Iook..n and do.-bittPn

_ !lina boKk

--

into In.:- pl....ary ha ll for a ~ion in
which the kwaZulu Nata l Indaba
and AN( p<op()S.alson human tillhh
p rol<"Ctions wert' to IX' d i!oCuswd.

Journalists call lor
conference on the press
and, democratic future

A coefeeence 01 joyrn.lish aod
pre-loS Pf"OPle is e-lowoli .1 to la lk
thlQUllh issups of n....dom of 1hE,
p...... concludPd journal ists pn."St'Ot
• 1 the Right to Speak conlf"re1!C@.

Aft.... a loPSsion c h.irf'd by Clive
Emdon 01 the Natal Tt"<:hni kon de­
p.rtme nt 0 1 jo ..rnali sm and ad­
d r~...d by 5.-la ko Nyaka , Richard
St.....n of the Naral Wilne" and
Rick ie Naidoo of th.. ..Save the
P'e»·· campa ign. d isc: ussionon t llP
ro1.. of tilt! prl"!iS provided one o f
I~ hi ll:hliXhb o f the conlerence.

Oifl..,e1!Cl"!i ow••nponsibili tv
and ooif'c li ...ity. mark"-s a nd ec­
count<dlilitv. COl ' N' '''Cial .-.d "altee­
nati.....• newsp.apt'fS ~t spt"Ci.lhsh
k....n 10 pul'Wt' t hpj. crafl in more
dl"tl il.

This ca ll .....a. sou nded .R3in by
Anton Ha rbo>t in h i~ c losi nllspt'eCh .

·'O n.. ca n no longer be sensued
wrth 1hE, . imple d ichotomy between
·ob it'C l i...e ' jo urnalism and 'ad vo­
caCV ' journa lism . W.. nt"t'Cl to be
th in king and d .." .. lo p inx these
noIions 10 ","Wr.. thai ...... are deve­
loping a proll"!ision Ihal is goinll
to bP .....1..I.nd ".h....bl@d..ring
and aft.., pofiliClIIch. nllt'.-

Earlier, Richard StpYO of tbe
N<lI<l1 Wi!,,", had sounded

his waminll aKain" tbe
cali for lilt> prt'Ss10 1.11<..

sides , "Wilhout r....
po<1inll that 0Wt'S

no "llt' lIi,lnee to .my ' iI "''''',th.. ordi ­
nary citizen cannot he propt."fly in­
fol'fl>l."d and rbeee can IX' no prcoee
dPb.Jt.. on democ:,.,tic altKft<lliws_~
T~ do>b.1t@ ......~ conlinuf'd in

other ,,"Won~ wilh O....id NieldriE'.
• fl't'O:"l.Jnc@jounwlisl . '4":"lhn ll: out
I~ commitml'flt of t~ ANC to de­
(...,tr.li... nlOl"di.l rontrol.-.d 10 pro­
...KI .. lor si gnihunl in t...e-lou in
lOCie1y. i ndudinll l~ . r.ilk- unions .
to hoi ve access to th.,;. own nwdi.

II wou ld be "....k inll tho. .....ide!.1
possible deba te. and itCwrdi nll lO
Nidd.i... beli..wd th..1"dictatorship
knoW1 no better br,"t'dinll llround
than a sycopha nt ic p.... s ,..

The underside of
human rights: corruption
Ii tnrth and enfon:ed
silence

.TWO pr........ntalions c ..t nKhl itClOS•
I~ issues of censonhip and tbe
"Khl 10 ~Pl"a k, prov idi nll partic i­
panls with co mplt"lt"lvd illl"fl"f1t per­
sp' .'C live-; .

Tht" f i r~t of these tackled th.. cor·
ruption of Iruth in a pft'Wnlalion ,
bv tbe Contemporary Cu ltural Stu­
d ies Unit o l Nala l Unive~i lv. of IIIP
d isinlorrnation camp.li lln .....aged
ag.J i nSlI~nowOPSlriclt'd End Con­
sc n plion C. mpaixn, .nd a "";e-lo of
Ii..... I,,"" on corruption 01 tMh
by- Or J.fT>l"!i Cochr....... a m..olo­
lli.ln ,

"'W1>t"n the tru th is corrupted,
th.1 is. madt' 10 be wha t............iu
Ihe powers and a Ulhor il ies w ho
control the rTlt"a n ~ of public dls ­
COUOW. t ben a common lanllua Kt",
sha red ~ymbol s a nd id"als, mutual ·
1'0' accepted ways o f undN stand ing
eitCho the-r are also dPmofisht-d : t his
in turn mt'\iInS tbat tbe found..t ion.
01 human 'IO(ial int..rcoerse. and
thus 01 th.. polilical possibi lity 01a
h...~ K>Ciety, . re t"mdt>d and ulli­
ma l..ly . uplu ll'd .- ~ concludt-od
<lftl"f living <l dl"!i<;.i ption oI lht'cor­
ruption of tMh du. inlt 1hE, Hiller
ft'l!irT"lf' in Gt"rm.any .

Ot"fininll corrupted truth . s d is­
Iincl from d istorted trul h _ d ,s­
toned ·'wht'rewr pt"Ople 's bialoPS ,
material interests and K>C ialisation
limi t th eir oersoecuws" and cap­
abl.. of manegem..nt b y educa tio n,
e>,posure and debate - by the n..­
t..re of Ih...ystem.. l ic c una ilmenl
and dest. uc lion o f I.... public's right
to lopl"ak and be h....rd. OrCochra.....
Quott'd lewis Carroll in a" """Pling
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10 d. 'Suibe wh"l w,,~ h"pp.min~ in
South Ai rk'"

"The quesnon Is." ~ai d Alice,
"wh..lh... you c" n "",ke wo.d ~

......an so m"nyd iiferent th ings."
"Tbe q~lion i~," ~id Hurnptv

Dumply, "which i~ to he master
_ tha t's " II ."
The ether p..r~p<-'Clive w,, ~ ~i v..n

hI' <'ducalor and video producer
Co,>la~ C.ilk", in a speech illus­
nan-d Wilh carlOons "nd m<'di"
im"Il('~ and conct-nlralinll on th..
"nal io n of ...i UIleeS" which South
Afr;ca h",> b<'Com...

# Ap,m h.. id h", >tri pp. 'Cl" na t ion
of its c it il t-m hip - >0 lh" l the
maimi ly oi South Ai .i c"n~ are re­
fug.... -s in Ih.. ir uwn cuuntry. The
dpnialof pohncalexpr..ssion.•odu­
ca tion, housing "nd h.." lth ,, 'e parI
oi lhe un iv...~1 " xp" ri..nc.. o i re­
i"g,~', , "

H.· ,poh ' o f pmvidinll media
nreracv and .ICC,"', to medi" pro­
ducuon as collec tlv.. righls "mme
proiound th"n the individual ,i ght
to , p..ak" and o i Ihe u....of video to
pn"hl t- pe-ople- 10 di alollue wilh
their own silu"tion .

D.:suibinl< lh.. uw o i vid.,o in
p "",.mtin g conteasung imal<es lu
th... official media in ,\ta rcos's Phi ·
Iippin,'s, ht- po inted "ul lhal lh.. ", .
vo lUl ioo bad ht~'n c all"d th,' "!i" l,, ·
mil ' revotunon " h,·cau.... o f th"
wid" di' lribution of Ihis form of
dll"rnaliv.' m' odia

Co -Edito r u l th .. W ....kl y Ma il.
Amon lIarber, closes rhe conf"r­
..nc.. .m The Righ t to SlJ('ak.

Mr Selaka Nya ka 0 1 New Naliun with Prof..swr Keyan To maSl,/Ii o f the
Uni versity of Natal

David Niddr i.. (c..,," e) talks with con fer..nce PdrUcipants altt" providing
inlorma rion on th ,' AN( con,titutional gu id,>/i",'.,

Po..t Chris M,m n (riRIl t). wllo "'dd his own p',,'m, a t th"ctmfe,ence rl'C"P'
rion, ralks wi th David Mark>. cha ir,,, ·r.,on 01 rll., Mu' ic ian' AI'>I>cialiun 0 1
Natal, and IDA.SA "'gion,,1 dir<'Clur_ P"ul Grall"", (cunv,'n", of rll.. n m ­
I",..n<:..)


