BOOK REVIEW

Middle of the
road solution
for SA

THE PASSING SUMMER by Michael
Cassidy. {London: Hodder & Stough-
ton, 1989}

The author of the book is welHonown in South
Africa as an evangelist and preacher. His
evangelistic approach together with his con-
cérn for the socio-political situation in South
Africa, is a much appreciated combination

He writes the book because he believes that
there are genuine Christians on both sides of
the conflict in South Africa. The result of this is
that “in many ways, our political problem is
really a religious and theological one, and to
miss this is to miss a crucial component in the
whole drama™. :

A definite purpose throughout the book is to
explain to people that time i running out in
this country of us. This is also illustrated by the
tithe “The passing summer™, as well as by the
quote of Martin Luther King (jrl, at the begin-
ning of the first chapter

"There is such a thing in history as being too

late with the right answers

The writer gives us substantial background
information about the historical situation in
South Africa. He gives special attention to the
conflict between the Afrikaner and the colonial
powers. The book is definitely written in a
wider context than just the South African
situation Especially for people outside South
Afnica, but also for many people n South Africa.
it 15 important to understand the struggle of the
Afrikaner in order to understand the roots of
apartheid. namely colonialism.

Cassidy discusses the “fruits” of apartheid
He sketches the structural injustices and black
protest. The results of Bantu education; deten-
tion without trial; race classification and forced
removals are illustrated by telling the story of
people who are personal friends of him.
Although Cassidy gives a lot of hard facts about
the political situation in South Africa in this
chapter. it is the true stories about real people
that give one an wes of the injustices in South
Africa

The first four chapters are historically
inclined. The next concemns the task of the
church in South Africa. Here Cassidy makes his
own theological premises clear, namely that
the church must understand Cod and his
creation in awider context. A misunderstanding
of God and Christ results in a kind of Christianity
that is so busy with the minor things that it
becomes blind to the major things that happen
around it. The church has a responsibility to
connect the vertical and the horizontal: to
seek 3 holistic minatry

Cassidy gives attention to some of the
important isswes in the church in South Africa
the Kairos Document, black theology, black
comsciousness, ideology, military service,
active resistance, civil disobedience, sanctions.
communism and the relationship between
church and state. Unfortunately some of his
conclusions are oversimplified.

He attaches much importance to the concept
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of reconciliation. Thes 15 a concept that causes
much dspute in South Africa these days
because of the way it s misused by many
Christians in defence of the status quo. He tries
to interpret it in a wider context and wams that
if supporters of reconciliation in a soclety of
conflict are not committed to dismantling
unjust structures, it will further undermine the
credibility of the church

The guestion can still be asked whether
Cassidy does not simplify the solution for South
Africa by using reconciliation as “the easy way
out

The same onitigue can be held against the
book a5 a whole. Throughout his book there is
a sort of “rmddie of the road™ trend. Cassidy
makes it clear that there is injustice on all the
sides and he delivers critique against all sides
and at the end chooses the “middle of the
road"” solution of recanciliation.

In his last chapter he puts the socio-political
situation in a wider perspective, namely otoer-
nity. Although most people will agree with his
view, that there is more to life than the soco-
political stuation in South Africa and that we
must keep the eternal perspective in mind, the
emphasis in hes last chapter gives the idea that
he wants to tone down everything he wrote
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Cassidy is an eloquent writer. He tells stories
in much detail and with compassion, also being
tactual and entertaining at the same time. His
passion for the gospel and justice is clear. To a
certain extent he succeeds to integrate his
evangelical and political views. In a country
where the church has a tendency to separate
its call for pustice from its mission as a church,
2 book such as this 5 of utmost iImportance

Although he makes controversial statements
and many people would senously differ with
him, it is an important book for anybody to
read, especially those members of society who
call themselves Christians and are invalved in
the church

O Bobby MNelis a theologlan and attached 1o the Duich
Relormed Mission Church in Cape Town

Education f
liberation

By Marian Shaer

Some 60 Cape Town women devoled a week-
end in August to looking at constitutions: how
they are made, what they should consist of and
how they should be amended and be enforced

In the opening address of the weekend con-
terence which was tacilitated by ldasa, Eleonore
van der Horst, an advocate and chairperson of
the Western Cape branch of the Women's
Bureau stressed that women represented 50
per cent of the adult population and that they
should therefore play an important male in
negotiating the political future of South Africa
She mentioned two prereguisites
* Women should understand the long term
implications and appreciate that there will
always be conflicting interests which need to
b balanced;

* Women should be familiar with the basic
concepts of constitutions and constitution
makng.

Aptly. it was for these reasons the conference
had been arranged  After the Harare women's
conference in April the Western Cape dele-
gates wdentifwed the need to eguyp themselves
with the tools needed by participants in the
constitution building process. This was re
aftirmed at the conterence when a speaker
encouraged delegates to make sure that it
would be costly for the decision makers to
exclude women

Dr Dorothy Driver, a lecturer in English
literature at the University of Cape Town,
analysed the language of the ANC's Consts
futional Cuidelines, focusing on women in
particutar. Dr Dnver concluded that although
the document uses gender neutral terms,
women exist in the guidelines only as mothers
A specitic clavse s included to ensure that
‘women have equal nghts in all spheres of
public and private life and the state shall take
atfirmative action to eliminate inequalities and

Pretoria’s his

In june ldasa’s Pretona office, with a forum
entitied “Reustance in Pretoria”, launched a
long-term history project. This project of re
writing the history of Pretoria will hopefully
culminate in a conference and a publication in
about three vears” time. One might ask: Why
re-write the history of Pretoria? [Does Pretoria
have another history?
The word “Pretoria”™ has too often and too
long been used as a synonym for the word
povemnmment People have been led to believe
that Pretonia has but one face — the face of
aparthesd. They Laugh when they hear you are
having a meeting about resstance in Pretona
“What resstance?” they ask
With our meeting on resistance to apartheid
in Pretoria we were introduced to a differemt
Pretoria — Pretoria as a city with a history of
resistance (o apartheid and oppression, Mr
Andrew Boraine, a housing consultant for Plan
Act, explained how the povernment’s urban
policies over the last six decades disrupted the




or (women’s)

Speakers . . . Dr Mamphela Ramphela (above) and Dr Dorothy Driver (right).

Delegates .

discrimination between the sexes”™ Dr Driver
asked why women need to be reterred Lo
specifically and whsther it was bocawse women
were absent from the rest of the document?
Duestions were asked on whether there
should be nit-picking about tull stops, commas
and pronouns. Dr Dover referred to the Zam-
bian constitution which does not inc lude “sex”™
in its terminology when it defines discrimina-
tary practices. If this small provision was made,
it is argued, many of the discriminatory laws
and administrative practices in Zambia would
immediately have become unconstitutional
Ms Rhoda Kadalie, lecturer in anthropology
at the University of the Western Cape, provided
a thorough backdrop of the oppression of
women in South Afnca. She explained that
while men controlled women’s work, sexuality
and reproduction, women are oppressed. This
subordination will end with the abolition of
the sexual division of labour; swhen women are
alleviated from the burden of domestic laboor

fory rewrtten

Fwes of blacks, but e alsodese ritsed bow these
policies resulted in resistance.

Township speakers told fascinating stones,

foor example a story ol a potato boycolt in
Pretoria and one about the women's march to
the Union Buildings. 1t became clear that thene
are many stories like these two — the problem
'Ii*_-. to fined them and to wnte them diwn
We hope that this project will lead the people
iur Pretoria to realise that they share a proud
Vhistory of resistance, This recognition might
lead to an increasing awareness that Pretoria
can become significant in the process of
change. By working together and writing to
pether Pretorians will discover a wealth ol
resources, skills and enthusiasm
Who knows, a ness social bistory ot Pretoria
might stun people mto never using " Pretoria’
as a synonym for the word “government” again!

Lou-Marie Kruger
Pretoria Regional Co-ordinator

Margaret Fourie, Hella Gobel and Denise Ackermann (above right).

and child-care; with the removal of all kinds of
institutionalised forms of discrmination: the
attainment of political equality and the free
dom of choice over child bearing; the adoption
of adequate measures against male violence
and control over women

Dr Mamphela Ramphela, an anthropologist
at UCT, explained that these criteria can anly
be met it the “villain-victim”™ scenano was
rejected. “Waomen often assume that the
problem lwes with men and forget that we
actively contribute to creating this society.”

Ms Kadalie extended the argument by explain-
ing that there were forms of oppression and
exploitation directly related to race and class,
tor example, domestic work, unegual pay,
enforced contraception, migratory labour and
torced removals, sguatting etc. There were,
however, forms of oppression that atfected all
wiormen, albeit in ditterent ways: perceptions
among women Of their dutes in the home with
repgard to child-care; housework: servicing thie
neads of men: ieas of feminiaty; health care
tor women; issues ot rape and abortion;
violence against women and child abuse; lack
ol creches; child-care; paternity care and
rmilitarir ation

Ina torum featuring @ cross SECticem of v ikws
ranging from the positions of the Federation of
South African Waomen to those of Career 2000
there appeared to be hittle hope that the
participants would settle on a strategy fo
organise and unify women N a country so
starkly divided by race and class barriers. Dr
Ramphela stressed though that it was important
toy contront thas sssue — ot the difterentiatoen of
PERET AMONE Wiimen was ignored, consensus
would not be based on reality and false expecta-
tions would be rased. Ses Myt le Withooit, of
thie South African Domestic Waorkers” Linion
cautionsd against a preocoupation with catepo
rising women. “We are all women of Sowth
Africa. | am a woman of South Africa, Don'e
put any Clouds on me

Ihe necessity torwomen to be educated and
organised, and [o market freminism as a way ol
enfiching humanity was reiterated in most
workshop sessions. That women themselves
wirre among those this message needs 10 each
was sprelt out by several speakers, including

e . ]

Wedma Odendaal. OIE SLID-AFRIKAAN
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attorney Sarah Christie, who reported the
tollowing incident as an example

“A sepmior shop steward ina large tactory was
charped with the rape of a fellow worker and
members of the shop stewards” commint tee wiene
also apparently implicated When the com
plainant reparted this to the ractory personne
officer, she was attacked by women at the
plant who accused her of being a scab, or
breaking the union

Repeated emphasis was also placed on the
fact that a constitution has o command broad
hased respect to be successtul. This made the
need for education a priority.

Participants ended the conterence by tor
mulating two proposals to take back to thes
orgamisations: Firstly, that an information pack-
ape he commled which will retlect the con
ference procesdings and serve as a tool fod
education; secondly, the establishment of an
extra-parhiamentary women s Comimissian ko
ddo research on the position of women in South
Africa. The aim % to collect the intormation
which will ensure that the necessary emphasis
15 placed on non-sesism o in a few Constitution
for South Abrica

O Marian Shaer is the Wedorm Cape Regonal Lo

ardinator of ldass
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