DEMOCRACY

IN ACTION

IDASA's goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people to accept
and work for a
society as a way of allaying
their fears.

® To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa’s
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.

IDASA Offices

HEAD OFFICE:

Hill House, 1 Penzance Road, Mowbeay, Cape
Town, 7700 [Tel 021-47017; Telelax £7458)
WESTERN CAPE: & Faircape Howse, Orange Street,

EDITORIAL

Pitfalls of focusing

on divisions in SA

Elsmadhere in they fags yvou will read a detence
of bi-communalism by Professor Hermann
Giliomee i which he ranses a number of gues-
tions relating to an ldasa conference and
remarks made by me at that conlerence

Firstly, Prof Giliomee and | are in agreement
that the natronal guestion s of critical import-
ance and should be debated. Secondly, | amin
agreement with his suggestion that ldaca should
hold a conference on this queston and we are
already n the planning stages of such a con-
ference o be held in 1990

The subjpect 5 not only important but it &
also extremely complex. Profl Johan Degenaar
suppests for cxample that there are at least nine
philosophical approaches to the guestion of
nation-building in South Africal However, it 5
not necessary to wait for the conference and a
few preliminary remarks in response to Prof
Giliomee are in order

Contradictions

It is my view that Prof Giliomes's arguments
are riddled with contradictions. He suggests,
for example, that “we must explore how an
Afrikaner/white nation and an African/black
nation can co-exisl peacefully in South Africa”™
and yet immediately goes on to suggest that
peoples of South Atrica should become “en-
gaged in a process of nation-building in which
we try to construct a transcendent South
African nation with its own distinctive set of
symbols and values”, How can you construct a
“transcendent South Afrcan nation with it=
o distinctive set of symbaols and values™ if
vou start from the need for two separate
nations, racially constructed, to co-exist peace-
fully in South Africa? The more you hold on to
the need for ten Ration: 10 “CO-Sxg! Deace
fully”, the more difficult it becomes to acheve
“a ranscendent South Afrcan nation with its
oen st inctoee st of symbok and values

White coherence?

It must alvo be asked of what does the Afre
kaner white natson condast? in the current elec-
tion, support s almost certainky moving away
from the MNational Pamty to the Democratic

Prof Giliomee's article appears on
Page 7

Party on the left and the Conservatrve Party on
the right. So much for Afrikaner/white co-
herence! The critical question is- is Afrikaner/
white nationalism on the wane or not? Voling
patterns at least suggest that it is. If we add to
this a number of sociologcal factors such as
white urbanisation, matenahsm, the upwardly
mobile Afrikaner yvuppie, the thousands of
young Afrikaners who support the new Afri
kaner culture of Johannes Kerkomel and the
Voéhvry Toer, it hardly speaks of Afrikaner/
white coherence

Dynamism

Further, the encrmous debate taking place
within the Dutch Reformed Church is a sign of
adynamism which can hardly be equated with
historical coherence, What does Prof Ciliomee
make of the hundreds of Afrikaners who have
over the last two years not only been willing to
meet with the African MNational Congress but
hawve stated publicly the enormous shift which
has taken place in their own socio-political ex-
perience as a direct result of these encounters?
What | am speaking of is not so much a dis
mtegration of Atnkaner/white nationalism but
a greater openness to consider a broader
nationalism which = inclusive rather than
exclusive. Prof Giliomee sells his fellow white
Afrikaner short in suggesting that he s deter
mined to remain forever in the laager of narrow
Afrikaner nationalism

Unity
By implicatson, Prof Cilwomee suggests that |
have certain political and academic qualms
and this informs Idasa’s determination o ~get
away from the nstitutionalisation of two
nations”. One of these gualms is that national-
sm 5 by its nature exclusive. But | have never

sugpested that nationalism o necessanhy ex-
dmseve It B true that some nationalisms are

Ja-Nee

hed beraadslag — ooospronklik agrer geslote

deune

— it Wk asot daar nop mevr demokrase-op-

gre-houl pe-agter-geslote - dewre oppad 5!

— Not that one cowldn’'t have fed a nation with

a consggrment of that sre

Rock-around-the-pulpit

Foute agter geslote deure

Volgens die Minister van Finansies, mnr Barend
du Plessis, sal die Nasionale Party nie weer sy
towt van 1983 herhaal deur sy grondwetlike
planne op die tafel te sit, om net te sien hoe
hulle in die openbaar uitmekaar getrek word
me. Die regering. s& mnr Du Plessis, sal sy
planne vertroulik how en hy sal in vertroulik-

Biltong's shares plunge

The former State President’s venison delivery
drew critical comments trom at least twao
Afrikaans nowspapers, Beeld said it would be
unwaorthy of his high office if the incident were
repeated. Rapport commented, in lighter vein,
on the diligence of the police force: “Biltong is
a national delicacy but not a national priority. ™

Two Dutch Retormed dominees have crossed
swords in Die Kerkbode over the desirability of
the message in Johannes Kerkorrel and Co's
“Voélvry” record album, Dr Jannie Malan,
known for his curious habit of plaving records
backwards to check for possible satanic verses,
says the record is undiluted evil — bent on
undermining Christian society. A colleague
from another |lohannesburg congregation, Ds
Lachie le Roux, thinks difterently. In fact, he
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exclusive, but some are not. The political task
as | understand it is to identify those which are
not and then to support them through practical
and theoretical means. This does not imply
“down-playing the ethnic factor”. What it does
mean is identitying the forces for change in
South Africa and working within these forces
Non-racialism for example does not imply a
rejection of the demands and rights of black
mationalism. In fact it suggests that national
unity cannot be built until these historical
claims are dealt with in an inclusive way
“South Africa belongs 10 all who live in it
black and white”™. The streds therelore & on a
demaocratic tuture realised n a democratic pro-
cess involving maximum participatson and
negotiation. It s incomect to eguate white
Afrikansr nalionalism and black African
nationalism — the former is exclusive, the latter
{at least the non-racial democratic position) &
nclusive and nonchauvinistic. The greatest
hope for South Africa is the fact that most
people subscribe to the non-racial democratic
position as opposed to ethnically-defined
nationalisms or exclusive nationalisms. This
means that the problem in South Africa is not
how to resolve two competing nationalisms (&
la Giliomes) but how to boild on the existing
non-racial position which is very strongly held
and has been fought for by many different
organmsations over a very long period of time

What Idasa is doing is trying to help whites
o understand, expernence and ultimately ac-
cept exnting non-racialism in practice and so
help build the new South African nation which
is already under construction.

Therefore it is valid to focus not so much on
the very real divisions which exist and the fears
and prejudices which underpin them, but on
the post-apartheid South Africa of the future.
This does not mean ignoring the national ques-
tion; on the contrary, | would argue that you
cannot focus on what is meant by a post-apart-
hiesd South Afnca without grang serous atten-
tion to the national guestion

Tragedy

The tragedy of white Afrikaner nathonakism
is that it savs to all other whites ~if you want to
be really part of my nation, you have to be an
Afrikaner”, and it savs to the so-called coloured,
the majority of whom are Afrikaans-speaking
and who share in the religious and cultural
heritage of the Afrikaner, “you must be white™

It is surely ironic that when MrF W de Klerk
and the National Party as a whole (at least in
terms of rhetoric) has moved away from the
idea of several nations 1o a commitment to
“one nation”, Prof Giliomee spends so much of
his time and energy on defending bi-communal-
ism which in my view does institutionalise the
concept of division, and therefore of conflict
Idasa is committed not only 1o one nation but
to a united South African nation which is non-
mcial and therefore inclusive and which &
democratic and therefore a process which
invites and seeks the panticipation of all South
Africans in the fight to achieve these goals.

Alex Boraine
Executive Director

identifies with the revolt of the “altermative”
Afrikanes musec@ans
— A fresh breere after all the pulpet jaze

Hulle vat 'n kans

Nog slim (maar minder wyse) woorde uit kerk-
kringe kom van Woord en Daad, spreckbuis
van die Reformatoriese Beweging van Suider-
Afrika. “Sonder om ons eksplisiet agter die
Masionale Party te skaar, wil ons in dié stadium
vra: gee die man F W de Klerk 'n kans in hierdie
ronde. Ons kan hom &n sy party in 1995 by 'n
volgende verkiesing weer weeg, nie aan wat hy
dan s&¢ hy gaan doen nie, maar wat hy in sy

ampaterrmyn vermag het |
= Sovieel thvd, sovee! verikonings

Slaan 'n nuwe blaadjie om

Niemand kan by Dée Burger kers vashou op die
pebied van propaganda nie Nou word hulle
nog meesters van onderbeklemtoning ook, In
die verleentheid rondom die NP-advertensie
wal gebaseer was op ‘n (Vrve Weekblad) foto
van DP-leiers in die teenwoord igheid van Joe
Slovo en |ohnny Makatini, verwys Die Burger
maestro Alf Ries smalend na die alternatiewe
Afrikaanse koerant as 'n “linkse blaadjie”

— Klink na suur drutwe van ‘n regse hand-

lewding.

Letters

Address your letters to
The Editor,Democracy in Action,
1 Penzance Road, Mowbray 7700

Tolerance and
understanding

| read vour newsletter with great interest and |
deeply apprec iate the wondertul work ldasa
does towards a non-racial democratic South
Africa. | think your contact wath the extra-
parliamentary mass-based organisatons, such
as the UDF and the ANC = of tremendous
value. | also understand that black South
Africams. because they are excluded from the
constitutional process, are understandably
hostile towards parliament and everything
connected with it, even opposition parties in
parliament

In your April newsletter, Mr Wayne Mitchell
mentions tolerance and understanding and says
“this must be between all parties and organisa-
tions working for change” — the sort of change
yvou are working for.

All parties include the Democratic Party
because their main aim is also a non-racial,
democratic South Africa. When memben ol
the DP recently met in Cape Town, UDF
tolerance was completely absent and the UDF
apparently refused to enter into decussions
This seems to me to be arrogant and unreason-
able and | wonder if yvou could stress the need
for tolerance and understanding bec ause with-
out it there can be no negotiaton — somethng
which we are all s0 keen on

H C Parkes

Somerse! West

No way to build
a free SA

The recent disruption of meetings at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand and the University of
Durban-Westville, which also affected |dasa
director Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, must be deplored

Idasa’s attempts to create a climate in which
democracy can take root, are directly affectied
by actions such as these. The democratic futurne
that many of us are striving towards, seems to
be so unattainable at times like these |f we
subvert our basic principles in our fight for a
free South Africa, we compromise everything
that we stand for

Democratic values cannot be created over-
night in socety. One must work at it One must
nurture the democratic culture and strive 1o
conduct the struggle in such a way that theswe
values are ulumately grven an honorary place
in the fight for freedom and justice

Real democracy encompasses respect for the
freedom of speech of any individual The
blatant disregard of this fundamental freedom
by the students who disrupted thesw mestings
does not bode well for the kind of society that
will lace the i ITTHE
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Contributors to Democracy
in Action may express
opinions that are not
necessarily supported by

' IDASA




