
We h~ve a we~lth of outstendtng
spe~kers, Ihus my opening address
will be short, I w~nl to make on ly
three points :
( ;I) The f reedo m Charter today
should be seen as a dynamic docu­
ment rather than a static one. vestee­
d<lYI returned from Moscow where
a countryol300 million people are
engaged in what promises 10 be a
t ranstcrmatton of that society. fo r
ITliln y Soviet citizens. perestroi ka
means movinlt beyond "the dead
hand of the past ", Certainly the
co ntribut ions of thei r gre<ltle<lders
~nd thin kers, ~nd in p;lrti cul~r Marx
and l e nin, will be regarded as high ly
as before, BUI there is <I genutne
<lcknowledgement th<lt whilst ooikl­
ing on Ihe P<lSI, Ihey must nOI be
captive to it. In a dyna mic world
with chanlling c uc urnstaeces a nd
condilions, there mu st be space for
new and innovalive th in king, The
Freedom Charte r has mspued and
co nt inues to inspire thousa nds of
South AfriC<lns.

It h<l s also been a source of io­
form inlt many thousands a bout
their hopes and avptreuons a nd
gO<ll s. To be inspiring and infom l­
ing dO<.'S nOI mean to be enslaving,
We 100 are engaged in a perestroika
of ou r own and therefore the Free­
dom Charter co mes to us as a docu­
ment o f the utmost impo rlilllCe and
siltnif icance, bu t should be se"n as
open-ended wilh no limits to new
ideas and new dema nds . Ifwewere
10 Iry and produce a simila, docu­
ment today, it may well foc us on
add it ional areas o f conce rn which
were not nPCP5Sar ily addressed in
the 50s,

The freedo m Charte r h<l s social.
econom ic and po lit ica l imphca­
tions <l nd to th<lt end will be i,...
sl rucl ive, but we 100 mUSI do OUf

part .
(b) Secoodlv. we cennot p<lrt icip;lle
in the on-go in!,: w <lrc h for fret.odom
<lnd truth arKI justice in Soulh Africa
unless we are direcrlv invo lved in
the stru RSlle wh ich that emai Is. This
co nfe rt'nce will f<l il if il <lssumc'S
Ih" character of ar mc hair crtncs
who either simply applaud everv
clause o f Ih e Ch~ rler or sc't,k 10
negate any or all of the clauses of
the Charter ,

To p<lrt ic ip<lle in th is co nference
shou ld lead 10 greater invo lvemen t
in what the Charter is ~1I <lhaul. I
wonder how m<l ny o f you who ~re

old enough can remember where
you were on 26 )une1955! Th<lt W<l S
when the Frc.....:lom Cha rter W<lS
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adopted. I confess with dismay Ihat
I was a st uden t et university and
didn 't ev" n know the Congress of
the People WdS lak ing place. Alan
Paton in his latest book publehed
just More he died gives us an ac­
counl of how the Liberal Party de­
cided not to particip;lte at the Con­
gress because of reservations il held
concerning the Congress of Demo­
cre ts.

II is a very sad dccount of good
people who denied themselves a
great moment in history because o f
their re lucta nce to get involved, In
Ihe same w~y tOlby. there are many
1l00d people who espouse st rong
libefdl values and have begun 10
o pt out because they are either no
lo nger dicLl ting the .wbat" or bt>­
c ause thev feel tbat some o f the
values tha t they hold dear are not
bein!,: I~ ken into account . In t he
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st ruggle for a non-r<lcialdemocr<lcy,
we o ught <I ll to be involw:'d, which
does not necessart Iy mean allreeinll
with o ne another on every point o r
o n every stralegy.

There is <I huge task which w<l its
to be do ne and we shall be per­
fo rming t he task in di fferent w<lys
and <l mongst d iffere nt constitu­
encies. Bul if we are opposed 10
apartheid. a nd if we are committed
to <I new South AfriC<l. then we must
act againSI aparthe id <lnd work for
that new South Afric<l which w<l its
to be born .
(e:) Thefin<ll poin t IW<lnt to ma ke in
opening th is conference is 10 em­
phasbe not o nly the conten t of the
Charter but to hillh light the process
by wh ic h the Ch~rter ceme <lbout.

I remind you that discussions and
d ebates concern ing the formula­
t ion of suc h a Charter took place fa r
and wide Ihroullhout Sout h Africa.
Many people. and some are present
today. moved a mongst venous
groups aski" l1 them what they would
like to see in the Chdrter. He re was
a n honest and successful attempt
10 invo lve as many people as pos­
sib le. This is in srarkcom rase to the
a ppfOil ch by the governmenl o f
South Africa. It would seem that
Ihey will never learn that the time is
lonll past whe n P<l rlia ment or the
cab inet or the St~te Pres ide nl or
the Stale Security Counc il can seek

. !O impose solu tions on the ITliljority
of Sou th Afri c~

This is why the new Bill which is
now being published will fai l as
dism~lIy as previous ~ttempts al S<>­
ca ll ed reform. If there is 0"1' lesson
which this government needs to
learn it is tha t the only successful
wa y to resolve the presenl co nflict
in our co unl ry is tbrougb the demo­
cra ne process , Mdny of us p resent
in Ih is 100m w~rned the govern­
merit in 1983 and 1984 that ils at­
te mpt to impose a new const itution
0" South Afric~ would not o"ly f~il

but t ragica lly would lead to violent
co nfro nlal ion, It seems tbat thev
have not learnt from that bitter
lesso n. I fea r tha t the refusa l to
move towards Kenuine negotialion'
with cred ible ledders will lead to
gree ter co ntromauon and escaiat­
inK violence.

Withlhese brief remarks, Ishou ld
like to formdll y open thi s con fer­
ence with the expressed hope that
in considering both conte nt and
process. we shell be taking another
step in the di rection of a Iruly non­
racia l. democratic Soulh Africa.

5


