MY VIEW

Of memory and forgetti
in the beloved countn

informed virtually every day of my lite — through casual

memories, through the news, through lobbying at the
United Nations (UN) and in Washington. The call of an African
dowve in somve wildlife programeme never failed to arouse a pang
of nostalgia.

Now, after 33 years, my passport has been returned. It was
confiscated because | assisted Chief Albert Luthuli when jour-
nalists poured into Groutville to interview South Africa’s first
Nobel Peace Laureate. To celebrate the election | have come
"home",

Home? For several weeks | was not sure, But then from
nearby fields a warm wind carried the scent of earth and grass
and the sound of drums and singing of black worshippers across
this Johannesburg suburb. | knew | was indeed home. How ele-
mental are the feelings for the land of one's birth!

Writer Alan Paton once remarked that when
change comes, only those steeped in the past will
understand the greatness of the present. And so,
for all the profound anxiety about the violence
and dismay at creeping corruption - yes, | know
it was far worse, and still is, under the Nats -
there are continual reminders of victories, like
icing on the cake of celebrations.

A blue UN flag fluttering from a car's bumper
evoked Reverend Michael Scott's heroic struggle
to put apartheid on that organisation’s agenda
back in 1950; the media circus accompanying the
Rivonia men to Robben Island took me back to

SUL’TH Africa exerts a powerful dynamic. In years of exile it

sit the four widows - Nyamek
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Judy Chalmers.
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murders which ha

committee. Their advocate, George Bizos, after
visiting them on the island, wrote: “They are sure they will not
become forgotten men.”

But what of Bram Fischer? What restitution has been made by
the Johannesburg Bar Council for having his name struck from
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