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Cause for celebration
as era of shame ends

•

Sot.nH AFRICA ItaM on the thre'ShoId ell. mornm­
~ election.;;an ~...,I th.1t inspirYS both bTpid.otion

"'" """The kill ing fir ld§ of N. t. I/Kw I.Zu]u iMVitibly hne
brought ..bout I. mood tNt lnOI!t Sooth Afrialm find 1IOm­

brr , even feu l,,1. II would be foolhu dy 10 d ismiOo5 It..­
"",,,,ive problelm ,..d ng no;>! only the !«Urity foren but
.~ !he m.>ny intt"l'NlionaI observers 1.00 Ihous.ands of vol·
unl",," who will be " iffing polling sb lions in the two da"
of~. Jl would boo "'I"" lIy foolish to try to f'lTSUol'd..
all Sou th Alr icins thai there Is no cause for fu r o.
even illarm. The mood ill "";OU5 and there is a great dNl of
concern,

But an .... amina tion of the situation will show, [ thin k,
t hat in th e midst of app rehension the re is cause for
ct'lebralion.

In the first piau, the C1'1..bralion of the countrY'1 first
drmocratic election marks ou r progression to a totally _
...1.. This .. not i lill'll" of abnormality. We areactually I\1unl­

ing 10 a ll<If11\I.l situa tion, .IS the <UKl'pt is understood in ttw
intemillional rommunity. in " 'hid! individual rights and Il,ir­
nt"iS prn'aiL This shift lowanb I. JIOI'tIIolI !«ioety is marbd
by lhe knowWd~ tNt . 11 South Africans will be .bIt to par­
tidpaw- in tim M'1iol~ tNt t/wno is no~ lor ~ten
(I,lnll1'S5 IMy t~lv"c,*- Ihis); and 1""1 fKh VOlf
Idds tquaI V;a)Uf.

1'ht- ri«tic.l will net !10M- 1Iw m.ony ....nous pOOIen", be­
ing South Africa, bul it is a stI" and is theh.ok_.. al.OSf lor_ ....

In tM wrond pl.a, this fl«tion poinl'l 10 indusivily
rather tNn 1Iw potblm of ndusivity wlUda ..... domiNiN
South Afria lor 1TIOI'l' tNn XJ) yurs. In 1Iw post1Iw m.ojonty
of 1Iw people -... IVithfr collsidmd nor comuItN . Now.
lor 1Iw~ first tinw,..u South Africans~ full citiurl­
sllip with tquaI rightsmd ""f'O'"l'bi lities.

This indusivily holds thf promise of <:Wating 1M links
thai " Iabli.h one nalion . Wf no longer have 10 endl,l~

thf division. that ha"" haunted us for 50 Ioog 11leT1' now
nist. an opporlunity for people 10 come togetht't on the
basis of "'luality and a genuine sharing in pnvneges and
opportunitw.. As important, we l.'OI1\I' together on Ih. basis
of Ihe . hared rt'Sponsibility which is what cute...nship is
all about.

Thirdly. this . lection marks the end of the dark y....rs
of apa rtheid. a lim... of denial and damage, a . hameful
past marked by h..artache. mass removal . , hom ... Iess­
ne. s, d is<:ri minat ion and death. W. lurn the page and
start afresh.

Of r ourse w. will s till ..~ri ...nc.. Ih . I..gacy of Ihe

aputlwid~ It will tau al w- a gm<ntion befuft 1Iw
~mage is~.II will not be _y todNI with 1Iw bod­
log of housing. It will not bf a simple ma!tf'f 10 provid.
do=nt IINlth are for ..u South AfriaIns. Abwe an. it will
not hi' f'O'!'SibII' 10 PJI in~ - with fi1M' and in 1Iw short
tomn - a systm\ of N UCoItion offmns ma_imum opportunity
for . 11Soulh Africa's dlildrm. N....erthflf'.5S. this election
marks thf md of. sharneful period in Soulh Africa's hi.-tory
- and this is caUSt' for fE'lebration.

In tM Iourth pIare, tltis ..1ection marb the SI.1" of a TIl'W

eTa in whkh tM total human 11"lOU,," ofour COlIntry can be
harvested to build a CtJrnmon society. For tho.- first time. .-very
South Afrkan counts,

We have d."..nded On th. ,,'SOU"" of a small minority
for a terribly long lim.... We have dehberately refust'd to
ta k... account of th... mass..s of people who cou ld have
been brought into lho.- froTIOmy, assisled in vital «'OJlomic
growth and built a nation cap.obl.. of compt'ting on fv. n
tmns wilh most of tho.- world, Th is has now changed. II is
only ee beginning. but it is • beginning. and this is cause for- -
INTHE fifth place. thisel«tion marb 1Iw beginning of 1Iw

construction of • dl'n'fl l soriety. one~ Undff 1Iw
~ of Iaw.rod . biD of rigllb, with ....".. 6enn..tic valufs
'" 1Iw lnfi1SIJrf of aooxq:ltIbihty.1'ht- nrC i:>n.nd oppre5­
.... of 1Iw..... rtgiIw giws w.y to lht beginning of justict'
- and this is a IIS<' lor critbntioft.

In thf si_th plaa. 1M ri«tion signals the occasion for
finally ab.1ndoning 1Iw addimon to • pwdy anli-;1portheid
.uru. Irt>lt'IJd there is .n Of'P"l'tUnity 10 be far~ ­
to be far 1Iw buildingof• IIt'W soc:Wty. This is the Iirrw to~
being rwgab.....md sIMI being fOSib....

II is not a time to 'lIodpilf goods.. II is not. Iirrw eo sec­
cumb to paralysis. II is not .Iirrw to throw up your hands in
suPJX-d ho.-lpIt>ssness . nd then blamt' cirrulll5ti"""". It is
not the time to look wilh longing. t Europe. Australia or
SOll"Il' otllO'l" distant shon1. It is • tim(' to fucus OIl tho.- lW.'W J'C'S­
sibilitits . nd TIl'W opportunitits opming up in South Africa.
It is a lime to be creative and "'l'Tl joyful. It is ti nw for hope
and for ",ll"bralion.,

If this ele.:tion is not. tim.. for dancing in the . t"-,,,ts,
il is at least a lim. of th.nkfu lness thatth.long night
of sham. is OVer and the n.w d.wn of dt'Cency and iustic.
isbeginning,
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