
LANGUAGE

'Linguicism alive and thriving'
I J TH[O [)l; russlS

'Som~rsd liPId MiJPI~r would
Plo t hllw bl'm /lb'~ to

improw OPI th~~ ~fforlS'

Shift away from
bilingual approach

A RECENT UnN linguOOc!l doportml"fll (t)II~,

011 It'aChing lr. ......lor.I and ink If"~h'r.. oign.>lIod •
sh ift .wa r from l h (u rr~nl bilingu al

(Alnu.no /English) procti<'e to . """" multilingual prac·
Ii<\> wlit.",. Alrk, n I.nguag"" are mo", pl'om in."'l.

an.. "It .... import.nt conclu'~1n5 of t.... ron!"""""" w..,
tha' this ""I"i"", , mop<shift in IUining ~r.mlnl'$ and
thaI Wing lu ining .gondes a.nnol aocommod.ole It-
~ ,

T".odd U-_ dfomMwk I.... pn>gn'05i.... L.ngwg~

w".lm. p ditio....... and ac. dt min ll 1M ronf.....net
"""b1Wwd. pmimirwy Iraino'n' forum I!> fir.il objK1:i....
is1o~. natiorW~(rJfl\'t'fttion,.lo bo Iwld dur­
inf;)u....and July. lo"",",- out .~~~1Pgy,

1",",,"1ion.al '""P""1" who p'blnttd plIprn on tnining
indudod Prof AhKbI "U&'bert ~p.tis UloMniIyI. Prot
~~ l1Jniwrsity 01 Sumoyl .and Mr Robin T.­
(lllliwnoly of~..). AM P'"f"'l w~ M. AIt¥
s.", of 1M ANC . consti tulion.ol commill.... who pr.­
_It'd • brWf ","""l.Ilion !.Ilk.

T•• n.l.ltD./ intHf'n>l....... pt'l18 fmm """Ilinn Afric.
. tl.m.-d. .. wdl • • .>eademit's from .JI II., ""jar lntiary
institution. in South Africa lha l off... traini" lo\- langu.ge
pr. ctitiun.... and l. nguage workers from v.r;uu. back­
grounds, This combination of participant> cn·" 'l"d en in'''''­
..ting blond of proctin> ~nd theory,

'JlMo two tn<l5l important ~nd imllll'diar..I'll'<'<l, indrnti·
fi~d w~r~ lU ining for communily lu n. la to rs and
inloJ>r".... and cou rt int~

An apP<'"1 "a, rNd~ for ......... If'l'liary in tilU tions to
~ iIlvonw ill ....m inining f""5'3m......, Il~
dN. thll --so-n"""'~ ory,niwtions do nol ha~ lhI,
........ st.olus ... Ioniary in5titutions and .......Id nol carry
lhI, bwdm 01 trilldung- II ...... ioIt th.ot Intiuy~
•hould k'C'Ommodat~ communily Ira in ing 1Iftd•. 1M

mtIrt ;"""f""" trill'""" pmgrall'I'IW I"*MIy impIrmmbed
by Iht Na~ Todulial~s..~ T«hniw.. and lhI,
Uni~ty 01 Nalal offn5 a worth..... training tn<JdooI.

plflicjpa.... rmf'h--l tho> """"" lor an~D ,MI ill
locus from training Afriu....../ EnglM tran<l.o",".nd in·
.. ,p' ..... 10 Ame..n IanJlllilgt' tr. ......"'" .nd irolr'p't'It15-
Th~ most notal>l~ "p<'<I of th~ con f~.~nc~ ..as l h~

widening g.p t>C',......,n Ihe actuallangu.g~ nee<ls of
margin. hoed comm uni,i" . nd att em pts to . dd ....s the
pt"Wivl"d ",-~'<ls 01 such communities by the current Irans-
LIIO./inhTf""l fr.l.......ity. So"", d.k'!\<lt..... pp.>...ntly for
tho> fin;! titnt', w ronlron,l"d with ,lie ideo thai Afribans
.nd /or Engli,h nO long... "'Sanl ...t •• tho- only Ian·
guag<'S 01 tho> ... tion.nd somo>~ cnnwrvalMo partici­
ponlo ......AAIl"d wilh th<> prosped 01 a~ multilingual
fun- w",,", Afric;on langwgoo wiD INN ... pnminmtly.

I I OIW cannol "f"'U;. 'I""'P"'. EngIiI.h in South Afric;a OIW unnol opt b
quali ty N ualion, find g><>d _ploy..-o parbcipa'" in dorioion-ma1.
ing.~ ....,'. ftrturt. be kpt~ ... Ia_ dc'.(loprJ."b and to

.... 111 fact. wtlhout Engn.h ont's hopos for • bright future ..... dim. I'fthapo
thew .... jml,hLo paU'j:6Jns 01 tile "",ny South Afrio.;lfts thol contin.....Uy
dt-mand '_ 10 EngIM·. bu, they do in fact...n..:t lhI, "",lilY in l<'rrn!I of. .
our Iangu.g~ silWltion.

The qut"5I for English has "",,ul,l"d in t.... f...1 growing Engl;,h lang.....!\"
indus,ry in South Arlie" t........... likT. lIy hundr...h of English I.ngu.!\"
pn>gramllW!l. Engll.h Ilterocy programm.. (. ppa n>ntly Ilt cy in one', IlW1l

language d not munt). Engll,h ,""rich""",1 programm nd Engli, h cui.
IUral pn>gr.m They all ..."" to have ooe com""", goa~ namely '0 ,~ad1

English to as many South A/riuns in tt.. quic lime I"""ible. 'JlMo two
an:hil«b 01 anglictialion. LordSomnwt and Mil would .... ""~ l-.
able '0 im provt' '"' I....... efforts. I.. fact , il "" now b«ome politically
kosIwf 10 ""'wort oudl programII"Ol'S " ther than anything th.ot do...n MnfII
0I1ml Erlgli>h.

A _ funn 0I 1ingWcism' is thus~ th.ot 01 tho> aparthrid~
whidl iJlvonw Afribans.
~. "" rontribulftl signiiioca"lly to 1M famu. 01 dtotnocr.,.

throughout our rontinml As it always~ irllhI, unoquol~ of
f'OW""" and mou..... (favouring <lilly ""- lhot know 1M domin.anl Ian­
guav - EJIgIM 01 FIftIdI), it bt<oo... 1M vny bast. for~tiC

"".
It IIu ' ''..efuo.. borome vital for lanJllW8<' workon dedicah'd 10 domoc­

racy 10 conoid" s tr. tegi... tho t will count" Ih~ eff...... 01 Engli.h 'lin­
guicisrn' . 11is un"",listic to booIievt' tha , Engli5h wiD suc"'-".'d in Sou,h Am
w....... il 1\.0. failed el5cwiwre i" Ahiea t"K"iht-rwilh Frmch,

1M LanKuagt' Facilitatio n Progr.mme (LFPl w.. ini,iatl"d during 1m by
Id. .. . nd Ihe lInivrn;ity of tile Or.ng~ F..... Sta,p to d"""lop program ......
11\.01 will <'I1h.n~ dpmo<.....ti.. tioo, ld... ra ioed funds to fina"", tM "".t>­
li.h",",' of such . proi«"' in Ih~ uniV(''''ity's Iingui.lics dep.ortmen' .nd
Dr TIwo du I"\e!.oi!I w., contracted ... coruultant for the project. I-W IklW w­
ordi","" the pn.>gram......

On. 01 tlw first pric>ribe5 01
lhI, LFP is to ..ubIM a mobile
"ng~ge facilitation unil lhat
invol v.... . imu Ua......u. in ,..,·
prtti" &. pp.o ra tu. and a !>d.
wor k oI trailM'<l t" t"l''''''('f$.
n... lINI will to. availablt> to f.o<ibla'" multilingual nfttit.gs in !hot~!\;..,.,.._ ~n:linf; tho>~ 01 """- a uN! an- 0IiII1IftdoIr w.y
but wiD hoprfuIly !iCICCOO1ti.

During !hot pool ywIr. dw UP-..d Id...o on four~ in orga.....
i"ll Iong...g.. facilitation ......no and tho- ......Ib '"' 1'- ocn<iono Wt'ft'

..nroe"·King.
1M ......II! 01 a LFP ""rver on t.... Il<t'd for Ianguago' facilit. tion in Iht'

region. involving the major octon in the region. confirm 11\.0, il is Ik>l in tht'
in"""'t of Pither I.... OIltgoin~ or irlCOming ru ling d ite to mxIe lhe "'-'!It'"
mony of English (and, in the Vrysl• • t. Arriban.). R"p"ndents were Iho.
...lat ive ly .mbivalenl in their atti ludes 1"t'Jl"nl ing th~ n...-d {or l. ngu' K"
facilitation . Howe" the 5U,,"'1' don indicate an . w• ...,.... of the com-
ple>city 01 OUr lang ge situotion. a .,livity tow.rd. languog<' righlJ . 1Id
an underlying willingness to add Iong...g~ problem; ill I _ni~ful

way.
C>o-au, !hot findings undo.>rbM!hot I'll'<'<llor th<o leIl.....gcd trainms f"'O"

l!l"am..... a, th<o txJP!i


