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Clearing a path
through voter confusion
'~ I thilll '" IIv II«d fur rot,., td..am..r ill ...,. ..,... 1'h iM , 1M pn'lOtl l bIocr ""'" IIMIs rot,., Ninno.. is wry

t1f AW",W.., .. typical ...rmI~" '"'" alII"'" r..J .l1li idnIl~". !iN gmo up ill ..w..::."'''"'tw.1td ,/wolir;lr.;

mIt. Slot' ..."b jt.w .. ""'i'" frlnnn "lid .......... l""Y liltk ill c..z"lIhIllI -'. SM dorsll " r..J fir writr, "", she is

"""/ 11w CM II$f$ ,II., 1m /.b"8 pIi>a in lltt ""''''ry ~ "ltd ronfiJml. Sht' .......... /xIw to /I'IIltinlk
to.Wy. SJw~ llut Ilri"gs lrill gtf !'<'tftf". i>l ,Itt lAIy ptoph' to "'B'fIlN tlwmsth.vs. Bul W is still
Ilull lMSl ptoJpk 1kJ. bl"t wllas _ stm .myMIy ."IVY ;1I.iok ,
import''''' romt' to QU' " 1l'Il. Slid",. nrorr m111y
stm ,my,killS chl",~ , , ~ is IWOOJy ill M.I,\'<'P'I u'ho lias !uId tlw

priviltg( of m"8 npoMd 10 mitT N UC. lion.
TM U..",,"" li n' just s,. rtin8 III gt1 "",k '~h,.,agaill .

, III my ",i",1'5 t1jt I SlY " very old ""'" ,,'110 rum, '" til,
...... viclim. of"'reed "''''''wls, WI' MW ju.1Tttu,lWI to

our hom"" "lid art' .I"r'i".~ t" ""u i/d 011' 1iV<'5 .
..Joice oftier tht "lira day_Hr ju.1said, "I ullnl to t':,t, W, lull!/' a Wt'IIl 'inll proj«t ami "" 8m", (..geta"'f'S,
"10" I dir. but I don" know wllm it u'ill lwl'l'I'" mid "" / for a ll inromt', but ill_" /0 su n ';I'I"

I 01",, ', know uw./ l «';11 do· ' W~ all nmllJ know aroul llu- voir '

By MAR IE·W UI SESTROM

ANO SO 1M port r.its of would ·boo
Yoten borgon to rvolve .s p.o,ti<1-
ponh In rrlo """""""'P mtro-

dU<"<'d It.nn.rl nd tlor wod theydo.
Rep.....nt. l iv of ru r.l orso ni.. tions

from . 11 OWl" llor COIlnlry - btrracy ......n.:.rn..
f"rHrgo.... tu inrn .nd dr ,r1op",ent offi.
an - ~tlwnod to d,""",", Ihr 'f""'-ific nI'<'do
ol-.. in thr rur.ol _

Whi!r __ t-ioc: infcmwlion on voting
w.. prov>drd lor portXiponh tl'wmorlvro.
tlor chief p"rpooor of tlw worbhop. hoowd
by Idoow'~ Tr. ini", eml... for Drmocrocy.
w... 10 doriiy wtyt rur. 1propIr in gmrr.1
~. thinl and IN• • looot rIrctiono. In por­
lieu !.>r. thr worl.ohop .imrd to cL. rify thr
...,..,;I. of w........ votrn.nd of~ who
Cilrmot .....d,

FOI' p.roplr in ru•• I ...... . voting by the
..,sing of h. nd i• • f.mili.. up"riencr.
• lt hough it i. not .Iw. y. Common for
women to bO' involvN in imporl.n t deri·
sion-mal ing that afft'C1 thei r hves. On a
polit'callevol. the ma ~"i ty of rur al people
have h.d no experience o f voting a t alL
Howeve•• II . ignihca nt numbO'. of people
h. ve in f.ct partictf" tN in homeland elec­
tions.

Ra thel" th.on """'ing to INm how 10 vote
for t"" fiJ'Sl li...... t/lcoo;e people will neo:d to
'u n!ru n' CffI. in pt<>«<l urn .nd oeparllh'
past n f"" rionos cl voling - on... ''\'r)' nega---

"

live - from t.... opportunity of voting in I""
fon hrom ing eloction in South Africa.

Among th....... rural p,""p le who hllve
nrvrr votf'd brWrr. t~ is II t......endous
feu cl thr un"""""" E..... Nsic b>nnloology
usrd in ronnrdion wilh Yoti ng brrotnes II

.....1l"O'<Ji ronfusion and «IIIam.

P.vpIr "...,j to boo ..--I lhat II polling
~tion io no! t......me ... II polK. station,
lind tNt II ballot io no! llor ......... II buIIrt
TMy ...,..,;I 10 l now Ityl thr indelible inl

'M llrry pt oplt who hllr t
somt txpmntct 01school

/lSSoOlitt /I cross w ith somt ·
thirrg th/lt is w rong'

......d to mark vo!en' h.o nds " not lind
of muli. a t.-rm uwd by ........... t•• i they
them..-lvn " ruagle to i""'gi.... this l"n icu­
lar " ." in the voting f""'C"'8.

Indt'<'d. literalt' Irai...... ha.... h.ld to ,trug­
s'e with the meaning "f many new English
word. bell,,,, bt-ing able I<> lransl.le Of tr.n..
f... th...... into tn.,;. moll...r tongue,

Many pt'<IJde who h.oVi' had some expert·
enct' of sr"'~~ 11l6OCiate. cross with som...
thing th.ot is wrong, They .... puzzled th.ol
voten 1111' gonerllUy ""l" iR'd to pl.>ce II cross
"""I 10 t"" C1>I'I1'Ct nall>l' on lhe ballot form,
nexl 10 the p.>rty of which Ihey llppro,-e,

And for lhoo.e who Cil nf'lOl ....w or wrile. it is
di fficu lt to ront~mpllll~ hllndbng . pencil
lind marling II ballot p.tF"'" on thrir 0 """

!'Va ad"'fUo'«' matm.tls .... lVllila~ II I this
suge for lhe lrllining of UhlcTilt..~ On
the I""'itive .id... mool lit,ncr worke..
~ lhllt Io-w propIr.11' IoUDy iUil<'l'll....
A (WWJI drg...- cl fundioNl bkncy .Uows
peopIr to .....d • ""P oi~ for iltSllnce. or
lhr naIlW$ cl sl>ops.

IIht...-11it~ wUI "...,j to INm to n:o:ng­
...... thr cobI.. and symtolo ol thO' I"rties of
lheir choiore. IlotWitMunding t.....tt=pts
WI will he m.>dr to ron"- thrm on this
srnrr. II io "'"~ 00. wtyt oort of llSS&
~ will be 9""'- to propIr who ll... UftIbIr
to YOle o n Iheir OWII . How......r. it will
undoubtedly be llll ftllpo;>wmngn~
for llJly finI-tinw rurlll "*' 10 1m ron/idftIl
In h.ondling • l>ollot form .nd 10 undentond
the mnning cl lhe~ they c..t.

In homeLond ..Ied io,... ilhlerale volen
gelle •• lly OIm~d Ih.. (ln did a t~ o f Ihei•
choice lind officills then mark..:! It>ei. bal­
lots. o/len wilhou; b.-i ng monitorN ,n any
w'y, B.not< ind udod photogr. phs of indio
vidu.l candtd at.... . feature that will fall
. w.y wht-n lhe . y. letn of proportional,..",.....
...nl.tion llppll.,.,

In Ihe ru,,1. ",...t p.....,nl. J'e<'ple lin'
slill illdiood 10 1.lk llbout poIiticlll le.d""
rllthe. th. n .boul f" n i nd voters ,.i ll
""'" to he lrllirood to bilk t two.

lndH<l . in 19'1O P<"'ple w..", g..nerllll~
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R" 'al .mI" rot,.,. "'ill nrtJ to "" ''''inN! /0 lin..poiilicollnldm and ",~it"",l 1"'r'iN ,

' RIC M'lllIt

More importanll y. how..v..... vot ....
education need. 10 ron ~ey • Ihor­
oogh und.......and ing of . .... ..ledion
rroc- as, whole. If~ can trust
Ih.. p,ocn s , Ih..y will be al;>l.. 10
xapt I.... ,",-,II of lhe election and
~ that it wiD ........ a diflm>nce
Iothftrh.......

• Thi rdl maned the fiN:
phaw in I de••Ioyr' ....1 of' YOb'l'
Irainin, pod-" r t....1 is brin, ~
d um by th.. 1..inin, C.." rn for
0........ ,. , tlw r-UgewiD ....... the
form of a 1.orv """taining
n in..... tra· la~.. post and ,
train..r ·, ..... nual. n... posl.... will
ron lain no wo. d, n, a nd w ill be
. p«i fiu lly dn igned 10 a ppe.l 10

flI• • 1 ~Ole", pa rticula rly wom..n.
However, .IIe pkkage will .... adapt·
. bl.. 10 ' us.. wit h oth... groups in
urb, n and p..r i-u rb,n areas, The
man".l will be ... lI~planatory ' nd
f,c-i htalo,. will not n...:t"S!ollrily need
to be lrained 10 u... the package. It
.hould be.".il.N.. ",rly in lune.

M. ri.-Lo. '.. S'rlIm I.. tu'or.I
Id• •• •• Tr. ;n;n8 c"".... rOJ'

D<m<><D<J.

'The ftar of v iolmcr is likely
to deter many rural peop le

front cas ting the;,. vote'

Jw,re of the rete..O(' 01 M. ndel. ,nd the
unb,"" in&of orglln iuhons, ,nd many
1Io_ ', n(l inh,bituts lhought th" Ih<m.'
would be el«tWflS!IoOOl\ "ftl"tWn d•. Sill«
tlInl. ""y liltlr M boom ""'"" 10 ct""g<' iTl
homri.ond .........

For llw- roming~ 10 be pnt'l'i,-nl
,as difinmt.and • ~ pUc.DII .. IYtion.d
!Q\e. lr.m.n .... """Vin<N tho! tI'l<' ..........
laftd. will ......J to be mncorpor,lt'd into
'ioulh Afrir.a in good tiaw.

...."ymn 01 ;nti",id.otion spring from
poo:lpIr'snp-'Win 01 h.o..u.s t-n bcl'd 10

~ in IIw 1'''' .C.ndid.1ft in honwI.ond
~ otlftI aomp.>igIwd by t"""_ing
po<>pW wilh ..nction from Ihftr homes. or
wilh the d~nll n u -

'n« of pt'f1Sion$,
'<h<>oliog and cattle
dipp;ng.

Vottn Wl"fl'1~

<111 10 opm I<>rTio-< ,lid
tab n to poll ing .t,_
tions wh.e pnlk ..
monitor. w",.., ...." .. "<11\ and """,acing.
Som..poople VOi\'Il mof\' t""n nne..' a. lorrie!;
took tht-m to mOft' lhan "ne " , ' i,m. Chiefs
_rid h.><\d"",,, ,I"" o~n;....:I It"'''?' of vot­
. .. and tll.... ,""l'Il lh" individ ual choicl'S
would always be known , Onc IPctions
~ ovtT. candido,.. w...... """or in vil-
Jag.. ' g.>in.

It iI 1ft",.. th.ot in llw ronhroming ..1",,­
tioIl, .....or white larme'" may intimidate

lhei. wo.keu in the , a me ...'. y Chilling
e...mples of intolef. nrt tow"d. farm wod­
o.n woo ue .........t>m of tile ANC were cited
at the worunop. Ot lannen. it is Sus--
J'e'Ct"d. will ...e ,ttrxti bribe. to mislead

""" """""I'o'llat........ the ";Iua!ion. ~ will t>e diffi<uJt
for tninen 10 a........ ~oters t.... l none 01
the.... im'gulantin will Ift'Ur.A~ all in
order to rope with inIunida!ion. f'""J'Ie need
to kr..- thai thnr .- .. -. and 10 feel
ronfidmt that dwy ..... aWe 10 tnarl. the hal-

"""""""Finally. llle f..ar of .. iolf'nce is likely 10
deter many rural P""'J'Ie fmm asting Iheir
vole. Pol~ and fum.n a... percft~ed as

bf'ing mgger-happy,
and m"ch politica l
in.oler,~ is blamed
on . h.. youlh. Older
~Ol.. .., f.." Ih' l
you th will b<.' '''~e

pt'O"o<ativdyon elec-
lion d,y by toyi-Ioy­

ing . nd w....ring p.>rty clot"". They say lhal
lhi' will COUS<' tro,uNe k"evfr'yone. and t....
e leclion m. y e nd up ha1ling a nega li1le
imf'dd on prople'.!iv...

It i'c1.... . th.t particiJ'i'tion in llle election ­
notonly in I.... ",,,I .rea. _ will~ infl""nced
by . lability, Hopefully. 1IOler education will
contribu te in """" way to pnop.o ring a stable
1I0li ng ..n ~ imnm..nll;>y creat ing an al mo­
sp/'oen' of real..nc anticipation and toIefance.

If only people
could ' eat'
democracy

THE w.y In whidl human "ghlS and
dnrox•• y ........ 10de.d"",,,ulI. cul­
tural dt.-....ty and ......n<f formed a

cenlra11luNd "'nrtlnrs thrvup ......;or a&

ferenc. hold in Carwd.o rKmtly.
JoIore than JOO participon15 hum 70""","

lrin a.ound th.. Slobe took part ill I h~

·Inl....... lion.l Cong..... on Ed"".lion for
Human Ri~ls . nd Domocray' in Moo......
in """"h.

Dunns """opentng discu56ion lhe impor­
la ne.. of . harin, informatio n. ide" "nd
re;oum>s was.Kfeed upon by .11driegat....
. nd ""n-guwrn monl. l org.ni"'lion. in pa"
ticular we... _n as playing" vilal rol.. in
h'achinK, d.-fending .nd helping the creation
of democratic .."'1<1i....

11 w.. felt th.l democracy needs to be
.001.-.:1 al local l..v..l in .n(ount.i... and
thOM' involved in teaching do>mocr.cy . nd
hum.n . ight••hould contin.... to redefine
Iho>ir N ucatioru.l toolo,
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