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White lives tip the
balance once again

V
iolrnc. in .11 ih bru t.l m.oni fl.'Stations conlinun 10
........ Ift tht , ....._ ",n&lt' Ih.....1 1O tht d.....,!ment of
mwwN IWlfllti.otions. TIw INction in offici.tl 'l'Wrt<'n

10 IIw """"'I tragic~ on wl\lln high~ght. • funoWnent.d
f'lUbIt ", in 1M Ionjj: ...... _ ...1Is ....-onc:ili.llioo olnd J't'KP in
South Africlo.

ywl....et'. whfnovtor.nd w"""'-"'..... it OOCU f'!;, mil" be con­
dernn<-d wilMuI q.....lific.lioon. ~o effort should be 'p.orvd in
bringing crimi... l, 10 book who . .... n-!>ponsible for th. on­
going "'. . ...cn'S. "," 0 polihc. 1 p.orty ,a.. be .lIo,,·l'd to be
ambiguous in its l'Nction. fhoon:o should be no room lor doublf­
talk on the qu....ti..n of \iolrn<Y. Thi5 is in partirular so"""hing
which the Pan Ahican i>t Congl'l':\oS will have llt re.ol~e if it is to
J'<'rticip.ltt' meaningfully in 1M cu...."l negotidtion..

But the majo' p",bl,-m is not the oUlcry Over lh. "",enl
attacks. nor th. demand 1M' swill aclion must be t.>ken by lh.,
police. Th.. pn>hlem II"" in th. diffffi-nt rn1elion hy th. whit.
establishment t" th.. thou..nd. 0/ """ally trag ic de.lh. in
black townsh ips . There too. hill. child ren h. ,-.. diN and
wo........ It.l,... oot t.'t"n "POrN.

Tho> I'I'Spon~ by t/le risJItwing ~nd I.... AWB in p" rtiru Lor,
COll\('S U TIO surpri.... Th~y a... ~PP"""'t1y obli,·io\ls to t....
killing 01 bLocb, but t.... killing of "'''itl"Sdmwnds. in t!wir
~ .....-eng<>. Tlw """,,1 "<'IiII' outl>ur;tsby.~on
boNlf of tMeon-va~ P~"Y ~bo ~as no su.-pr;w.11 is
~ ""'!fE'l" 01 dt..-p ( uo ,,~ """' ",hen the SI.a~ ~t

calls a "f"'rioaI of p"1Iia.....", to dett.Jt~tM vioIma,
His de'C'i!Oon 10mobiliw I.... ~nny ~nd !tis call kJr~ dett.J~ on

capital punish",",1 cINrly r.ptn.ses "is roncrm about the
"'~~lfV~1of~. This in itself is not~r­

ily wrong , Bu' i' i,~ lhoon ~ coinOdnK'l' thool " i. ""'"
UI'g\"l'lI .action 10 da~ ~ing W1ings has ba>n. immed...rriy
~"'-'r whi"" hoo~ t...... addod to 1M long list of deaths.

I I is 1M " ""'8~ - in iN'lf is cvmJlWrld.ol,lp - wltidl
hig" lig" ts ~ S<'rious prot.l~m in South Afrio:~ ~nd W"K"
could IHd to ronsid<f~t>k- tr~Uml in t futu... I'~

10 bUd Sout" Afric~M thoot whit~ lives~ """"!o&CI\'d thoon
bUd bv...

t:nder;l;ondably t"i . will be "",nuou.ly d~nied, It will be
argued thoot t.... S1.t~ r"""id"" t ... s. on num~rou. occasions,
m.d~ it d~M I"a t ..;,; (oncm! i.lor I.... 5ol.fely .nd '<'CUrlty " f
all Sout" Afric."", It will alS<;l 1:>l' argued I"att"~ South African
Police and t.... SOUl" African Defence Forc~ . ... Ih"'" to protect
th~ security of . lI Sou th Africans, But.ll these pnl!<'St.tiOru; Ay
in Ih~ fa", "II...• difl~f'\ont ",.ctinn to Ihe slaughte r 01I""u­
sand. of blacks. including wom"" and child "",. t" 1....1of Ih~

killing of Ihl"t't' ..'hih~. I l~ has vet 10 make il dea r lhal evffil
.ingle human lif~ ill W<Tt'd, . •

This rorllradiction points to a much grea l...- problenund thoot

is 1M r-.t lor healing in our ...lion. R«oncili.lrion ill neces-­
"""y. but it is ''ftY rosdy. A~ 10 Ngin wuuld ~ lor ..-hi~
Soulh Africa'" to begin to .-«osn"," 1"'1 I~r fdlow bI.>d
South Africans ILIv. born. lb. brunt " f th. viol..nc• • not
rrwnoly "'·... the lasI ft>w y~~~ bul 0''-'" m1ny d«~ [I is
ulllftlt lor aUpoIitic.alp"~ .. ""'t'll .. the modi.l 10 show tM
..._ cvm~ .nd .nguisll ~nd ~~ ........ the oolh of """
bIad~ .. they do roncenung tlw oot" of """ whil<, I"'"
son. [I ill indisput<lble t...., thoot is not I.... c.... now,

It will be ' lllued further thai , .... Slate f'l'to!;id",,1 had 10 take
h>ugh ..m"n b«ause he " as ~ very p"'C.rious hold on his
immodiale constituency. namely futu... whilt' vol...., Further,
Ihdl whitt'S . ... alarmed. conct>med .nd fllo'rlul of the future
and he had to demon.trate lhat he would do everylhing in hi.
power 10 ..n.ure th~ir proh.'clion , Thi•• in cynic.1 political
I~rm•. makes sell-"",, But in tern' "f th,' h,>aling of. nation il
m~k<~ no st'nst' ,1 all.

In I.... lirst place, it suggests that Mr 1."lt' Klerk i. partirularly
col1«'l1\ed .roul the wh il~ COIIsli!ut'ncy . nd yl'l he i. afttT all
the Stat.. Presid""l 01 Soulh Alric~. "'''ieh includes . 11 Soulh
Afric~n",

In , .... serond pl.>o:e. it ('§Ubli""'" ~ . '''')' dang<'lOU' P""-"'­
dent Is it suggested for. morrwtlll....' Mr M.1ndria./or .....m­
ple. shou ld be~ only .bout ,he 001'" 01 blacl South
Afric~ns on 'M .ssumption ' h. 1 thi. io hIS immod i.1t,. ron­
mtumcy! In p"rticulM, ........ do<'s this uy ~bout , .... fulur1'?

I n . - Sooth Afrian~ thmo is no doubt th.ol
lkb wiD boo in the ....jority.if vioIma wm' 10contin..... is
"~ th.ol • bIad ....;:.nty SOW"'rrwtlt ..ill boo mud<

__.... '..dlo tau ~.action . &lil'lot 1M killings of
blacks ..nd ~W roo..""..d Hlou' tIw lining of " 'hi",,' Even
, ... . ugg... tion is borrifying and unllcnp,..bl• . V.,. il is
......mod thaI this is~t>k- /'lOW.

Soolh Afric.a is in tr""';rion. T1w ~nttutl ... ~nd .Ktiom of tIw
p.--n' ~ulhorihes will set J""C"d""ts for 'h.. futu re. The
f\'5ponse 10 violence is . "",,;0) ........, bu' it is ~Ioo ~ question of

''''.It'gy
nw... .... many prol>lem. which h.oV(' 10 boo l't~ol...'<llhrous"

negoti.llion. Bul lhe prIJbIem of t.... "'lclion '0 rio\enct> is 00<'

which is not going to be 'lOIved by. handful 0/ politic~1 .... d­
on. It h.. to do wilh Ihe alhtude ~nd t.... reachon of .ll South
African., Bul it wou ld belp if th"", in charge t,oday would "'ad
by e.a mple so that those in charge lomorrow will he even­
handl"j in their concern for red"', .. r.·ty and _ urily for all
South Afric.ns - be Ihey black or wh it~,
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