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Keeping Green
on the agenda

lives 10 lake their pbIce at the

negolililing Iable when !he COUf'I­

ll'y's conslitutlorllliM~ i,

hlIrnrrte1ed 0IJt, argues envlron­

mental writer JOHN YELD.

Despite recenl setbacks, lhe

Greens movemenlls Slill having

• significant impact on WOtIcl

politics. SOulh AfriclI needs

fully-fledged Greens tepreMtlI&-

T H E 1m. "'~bPm
horalded .. Iho "dorado 01
tho ~nyil'O<lm~nl" . Soulh
Af'ica. too. though bill ·
lotN and "",ioN by tho
whi.lw ind. of politica l
dwnV. al 1a.1 app"a, 10
ho loking ('tIvil'O<l......ta l
i~"... wn"",ly. thOlll"
" ""nimily in Ihio """rd
OHm ao ~1",I Y~ ao ~l_....

Worid P"'" ....
am> 11.0 boKoBw iJoro ·
lri<:ably p"n oIpn'pl,l'.
~y IiYft,; in .......
tor ~...mpl~. ""'''' I""n
lour fifths 01~dd a 1'O<mI opmim
polIlh.tl ..... ftI.~",.,c''';o tho _ impor.
lonl _ lactng tho W<IfId today". and _
thin two th"d, 0I l/wm dotmtd t/wy _Id br
~ ID ...."r ...., «UOIOOI'Ii< powth, d thaI
was m. pm f<c ...ring lIeU ",';"",,,,,,,,t

Mudl 0I 11Uo popula, «lI\«'n'I for ""Yiron.
menl.1 prolt'Chon "' . ~n lun.l.led inlO
pn!;h<.1 .u!'P"" to. t"" C....... p.ny In 1988,
fo, ~mpl., Ih. po"y .m.cled two milhon
voles in eII'ctioM /or t"" EUrop<'In Porb.menl.
Soulh Afric. I.~~..d b.h;nd ;n Ih;< ...ga ,d,
all"""gh lhe~'" ,>I E.rthlife Africa and
changing ~.p!ioo••mon~ othe, non-gov.
ernmenl conserYaliool bodies oogge<t< lhe for·
ma tion 01 a fully·IIod~.,.J C...... P.rty is only .
mallef0/ time.

Bol giY"" Ih. cou nlry', al,..dy nowded
political ........ is tl>mo ...lIy a rIftd for yet
.l'IQlhoo- orpm.._! And "'""....,m <'YeOI1s
~...... ..,. ~ lhal Nrty pnod_
Iuo-tho doodo ........". opbmisb<>

F OR AT lho flld ol lao, yu•• WNCft.
....ny. c-... " lho ..anguard 01 thor,.",...,.
....... - __ """"""mp tlIumpod dutill« m.
fu.;t ....tQ. I<Jt a oo&tt<d c..-y. iIJOd thor
pony lailfd 10 ftUin any .... to ill tM 6uft­
~m. notiuoloIl~ Ftuon a~ 01
8.3 pnn1l1 01 1M O\'ft'all YOI~ ;11 1981. I""
C.......• oh,ol1' ,1"",roN In iu.1 6.7 r<"""'"
boIow tho5 f'""'"" """l"ftd b~
e:-pIotr~oIttwe.-_

. 1 n.hnna l parhamuI••y 1..~1 wI< nllly
•...nN by 1M rloodiotl 01 ""n Eut Gennan
"-

Bu l M. Nil i "om..,l,....y. <OnYnlOt of tM
inl.....l lo...1 rommillft nf Ih. C""'" Pany
Coonctl in London. poin!t'd pul that ont 01 tho
....in la<toto in lho r<- fhowtng 01 tho C""""
in """'" election< ..... that - oorprioing though
llUo may -m to ootoi<k-ro " both the U!A: and
Wcs1 GOnn.n C"""" had upt«l to 0Pl"'"" uni·
ficalion, . nd had .ccordln~ly cont<,<ted the
.Ied;""< a• .."..,t. port;"', In addilion. ~h
had tax... poo; I~,", "'I...... nl lo lheir own .1"",
lor.le,

Th. Eost Cerm.n C...n. had feapo><! Ihe
benefil 01 this . nomaly bee.o.. oI lheir cJo,,;e
links ...ith <iliz"","' """''''''....to lik Ih. N....
Fonun. which hod opNrIwdod lho ft'Y<JIulioo
' SOinot lho InnnorGerman Demornolic RepuI>-

be: sc-mmerll , Bul in lhe Fed""" Repubb<
lWn( Gn-many). "'.;I'O<I.....tal i..u... had
bPm lorced ........ tho agenda by 1Iw uni/ica­
_ ioout and1Iw~. bC'lir/ thai otIwr
portIe'O hod adopwd ",YlfONI'C'III.ll I".-tioc,
into thoit p;>Iili<ll~

Tlti< 11_ lact,,,. ..... to I'" e-' <redit,
M.~y . rgued "It ....nsa lrap;ic irony
lhat lhe hrri""~. of lhe portllion 01 Genn.ony,
whidl pred.ted tI,.. launrh oIlho C....... by a
general;"n, .......ld now he "'" 01 W I-.r. in
a Sl'nou. e1..ct",al "",bock lor the party, N......-
Ih..l..... C porli.<'o 'n' being ...bblish.,.J a ll
ove, the orld and .re .nt..ln~ po,h.m. nlS
und.. the kind 01 pn.>porti<>nal ~blion
which will i....vit.lbly be ;nlroduced in Britain
.. il ;nl<'gr.ln wilh Europr.

"Such. world·wld. I""d I. """ likely to
,;rind ID a hall beeau.. 01 ON regiofIII .........'"
in Germany,· ..... rnno:Iud<d.

lnd...-d . I"" Ihan Iwo monlh, later. Ih.
e.............."....j thoit Jo- and~ thnr
YOl~ ...klanlially in rloodiono lor I"" H.....
regional p"' lia.....l . fnnnini' "~.p;TftI'"

..... jnnly wi'" 1M Socia l o.tnneral1. Their
,,"•••d oupportw. d<>wIy Iinb<I ID olJoolg
-.euJI w. ifeIinp ill Cermony. and in lh.tl
_ WM perIlapo "'" a trw ""' of tho .....
_ ,~IDlIwCrftM' ""'Ctio6<Ot1­

UOWniIl_."'''CIU!_.
T HE R E ARE thnw e.- wM atp
thM tho _01~ '"ramb6<w' io
no Nd IIq and thM tho ......-wftI /uIICti<JftI
'- in an in/nrmat cal*i'Y- Ad-no 01 tlIio
l/w<lry indudot M. Cabrir lJe BioI'tu 01 Berlin,
wM wrote in a Wtt.t ID 1lot Trwn:

"01 rou_ II is ...."....ble WI 1Iw C""""
<or . 1 INot lhooe in w..t Ct<manyl will ha""
no ..1"........1ion in 1Mnanonal parbanconl ...
oudI import.onl p;IoNl qo...oono .. world d;'
mat••nd Ih. ozone l.o~er, not to he able 10
.."I • 1""11.....;.. influen", ;n Ih......, of
po<OCI' .nd .bortl,,,, f'l~icieo,

-W""I I""I wlll n I< lhot lho C........ will
ha"" 10 ..f"<""I lhent l.... m"", , Irongly out·
,ide pOTh.menl. yia campolgn" d.mon<I'.­
lion••nd bl" d ...<I.. - which. lronic.lI~, for.
larg. p.o,1 01 Ih. m.m"""h;p will m~. n a
n-turn 10 polilic.1 root!I, Allhough his.tori<.llly
ttwporty .....y bl- ..Id to "''''' failed, ~ otilI hao
a ...,. o...r fulu~ - M a l"""'""'''' group which

i. no lon~er hindered ..,
lhe nl'ed 10 ..... k. parl io­
.........'Yoom~·

Bul ror Joochl<a Fischto-.
C"" nan ClWn.lNder .
1M "- portia_ Illd
a ......,boor 01 thor "Reolao'"
lpral""'l iot) win,; of~
p"rty w douht
lhat puba tuy repro.-
....""tiotI w.. .;uL In.
an&Iyoio 01 hit party', '*
I>R in Iaot ,.-., ..........
1Iw Ionn« 101,..-. 01~
EJI ••"'....N wid:

"W. i,;lIOto<I at _
perilllw IaWl 01 poliliQl
ph,..o and -... asbtc

l<w tJouNr by IIbns _ .... a political P"'&­
OUrlad 01 ouuctu", and m. ab8mrP 01 ""'-'
pmooNlm.. ••~ level loft hIe ..
f""'i"rt~ _ In order 10 wi
""...... bocomr • rN1 puIy. a portycoauruttod
1O""";ronm<n1ll ft"f«m...

IF T HERE is . nything lor ftIYi"",..-
tolly minded Soulh Africa to learn from Ili!
European ..peri....,., th it is prOO.>bly that
Ih. fo,mation of . G....n r.rty, ...h,... rna",
political phil.,•., phy i. protection of Ih. en\"i­
ron""",!. is nuw ,n 0 '11...1 priority.

It io tru. 1"'1 .. I.rl"ll p;>Illial grouping> io
Soulh Afm .'" incTl'••ingly introducing \"i-
ron""",tal rom!""'"';' ;nt<> lheir manif l.,.
T"" llo:mo<:nlic Party led ttw w'y. bul it -
or ,al""'. ill • brin& 1oI"'-d by both tho AN(

and tho PAC. ThoIa_ in porti<ulo, io repor!fd
to ha...<:omm~ • highly pn>Insionot
compnllm.i. ......,ron...... ""1 policy dOCll­
"""" for ..-.dftal101l by _,,""' ,~
",,-,-,iI",,~ prote<tjon is III

be a ....~ 0I11w _ ..-btuIicJoo fat 5<JIIdo
Amea. il ill 'titol l"'" oporialiMo.re atnOOll
thnw ........tms iIo np<dfd ......y~,

IlI'io<hero'__..., ythinf; ID", '" de
I<IIIioto arIIOIII Cermony OOIIlI'IIl
1M ..-tvoion INI ....".,..",..,tOJ Inbbyulli:
' ppon ........ eH_ .. from withill lonI'IIl
p<>Iitical otnorIImO. AJon. tlw Sami>ian np<ft­
.....01 tho _ IDa-.uionoI d<moc­
racy "'" d.-. lrate<! 1""1 ",vironm...r.oI
_ an be dl'Clf'f"<llrom m.~ .._
IIw poIraaiI~ IUm- Sw'p<>~
'"'-<d m. drawiI'l3 up 0I.....,..u """"""'"
1II1oiohll'<f fttr lheir f""f""I"" _luliorl,; ""
1Mri_ 1M final wni<>n hod brena~
by Its- ..-tJluo'nI -.bIy. ll...., do..- hod
he<n d"'f'l"'d,

In Soulh Ahiu , , 0<U'O'llul colI.tilu hu",,1
""S'Jliabono a", Iil<el~ 10 he ...b<tanholly ""'"
d.....r><lU!. tbe balJl&in;ng toughet-. lhe politicll
IraM-oIl, """" ..1....1"" " .nd ""Yiron""",tol
proIt'ction rould he ,,,... uf th. lirst c. "". lli'"
pa,licul. r1y wh~n hl ~hly con lroY<rsial l.nd
i....... """'" up h>r diocu..~",. :J

loh n y.ld Ia. S-t~ Alrk. n ;oum. liot, , .....
rmUy b-.:I ;" u.r.-

rWi'~ •.-l~I I" 1M "~
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