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-n., only oilier w.y to manage the change
i' Ihrough revolution, parlitioo or ed ern al
intervention , The process thai is dominant .1
the """"""t is negotialion: he said.

A member of the ANC's legal and constilU­
tional commill.... r . nuel Modun., said there
"'as broad agtef'menl on lhe nro:! lor an all­
pariy ro nference, However. he sugg",ted • lim­
ilf'd .genda for su<h . ro nference, .rgu ing thai
• ro n, tituent .....mbly w., Ihe mo,t demo­
cr. tic meCh. nism by which to tu ns/orm
racial rule.

Bisllop Storey, a range of organisations led the
s trugg le ,

NEGOTIATIONS

Morality 'must be restored '
in transition process

Mosl polit ical parties turned up at Idasa's seminar on the multi-party con­

ference but their speakel1Jleft many queslions unanswered - and were

challenged to represent the interests of ordinary people in negoliatlons_

By Sue Va lentine

AN IDASA ",,"in.r on "Perspectives on 100 ..ri,",-s1y when yoo ' peak of pea«>."
the . II/m ulti -p.rty conf..enc~" brought ldasa director of policy .nd planning. V.n
k>geth..-.n impn:ssively broad ronge 0/ poIili- Zyl SI. bb..t.•• id m.n y people a••umed
d ans in Joh.nnesburg •• rly in April.nd.n wro ngly Ihal th ... would be a "magiC
equ.lIy di,~ .udience of """" lilan 350 peo- moment" in the tr. nsition proct"Ss when the
pl.. gov..-nment would be <Werthrown, the old flag

The inl.....t in lh. ,ubjoct ....med to bear out struck and a new 0 1'1<' r.ised in its ptace,
Bc.hop PeI..- Storey" ",nhments wh"" he said H••rgued thot bee."", 01 the natu", of the
lhe ;"u'" to be roi>ed at a multi-pariy ronfer- lran,ilion in South Africa, Ih. governmenl 01
en," w. re " far too important to be left to Ihe the day (N.lional Partyl would be involved in
politicians". the chonge.

The . im olthe seminar w.s 10 he.r """po<'" Three m""hanislm to .ssiSI in Ihe ITaMi_
ti"",.s to who should . ttend • mult i_party pro:... h.d em.rged, he ;.aid. A multi-party
con f..ence (MPe l, wh.1 should b. on the «>nfen>n<e, an inlerim government and a con­
ag.nda.nd whal ...ould happen to thoSl' who stitu. nt assembly, No matter what 0 1'1<' called
did 1U~ .Itend these various forum,. the issue """"i....,d that

In gene..l the vi. ws oUered by lh. eight respon ' ibi lity for Ih. Iransilion had 10 be
spea.... did not provide m""h in,iglil into the ,hated by the dlff. rent political groupings. An
possible comf>OSilion and agenda of an MI'C, MPC would decide on the agenda of the transi­
leaving many in the audi""", frilstrated at Ill. hon, From that conlerence would flow the dl'Ci­
.pparent lack of subst."", in the v.rious pre- 'ion on lhe status 01 the negotiating parties.
sentalions,

11 .... , Bishop Storey of the
Methooist Church.. who d",w applause
lor hi, .ppeal for Ihe res to ratio n of
morality in Ille transition prOCf'>S .nd
for the inl""", t, of ordinary people ttl

be "'presenlf'd at lh• .-..goo.ling lable,
"A r. nge of <>rg.nisation ' led the

struggle in Spil. of cI. ims to lh. co....
tr. ry by oth..... later <m lhe "'........ n..
writing on the wall w.s mad. by many
ordinary p"" ple, Ihe differ""," aboul
Mr De Klerk is that h. w.s the li"t
,Iote presid enl who could read : he
said.

It was not enough to Ihan k those
prople for their invol,,,,,,,,,,,t .nd then
"'legat' lhem to a lesser rol.,

Storey ,aid. mon ilori ng gruu p
which had no inl..",t ;n gaining
pow..- for itself WI' need..t to monitor devel­
opmenls, Th""" making the con'titulion faced
a par.do" to a<hieve .. mu<h .. p"',ible in
term, of political power or to bola"'" as m.ny
difft,n,nt inter.,,;t grouP' os possible.

On tbe dilemma 01 'iolenre, Storey said both
lhe govemmenland ilS oppooenlS llad trained
people to use violence to achieve lheir ends.

There could be no impetus for a p""",ful res­
olution ...hile .ny party held OJ"'" Ihe f'<"'ibil­
ily 0/ using violence.s . last m;ort.

Concludi ng wi th a word 10 allpoliti<al
organisations, St"reY'.id : "A, kmg . s yoo rely
on violence, yOll must not " peel us to take you

'SA's most powerful long"
term contribution to Africa
will be to discover a bridge

over its own ethnic
divides'

Soo lh Africa',~,...",e ... 1'I<'w f<lID'in
Afrk . n polilics should .. inforce lhi' n.w
", ,,,,d, and Ih. OAU will b. a good place
tost3 rt,

Like many other internationa l organi;.a­
tioOs, lhe OAU w"' forged on a fundamenul
"""promise. In the difficult days of May 1%3
",nen lh. ideal of unilY proved illusory,
Africa n he.d, 0/ govern menl g.lhered in
Ad dis Abbeba heard an . motio n. l . ppeal
from Ahmed Ben Bella, th.n the president of
Algeria. H . called on sectional inlen'Sts 10, as
,,"pot it "die a litll. so lllat Afric.n unity c. n
b<'con1e . ....lity· n.. unde"landing w.s tllat
different m<>dd' fOT u:nily woold be pul ..ide
so lh. l lhe contin ent's atten tion might be
directed towa rds 0pp"'ing coloni. lism and
!Ielpi"i! to liber.le the ·white sooth",

The end of . partheid. there/m-e, terminat..
""" of lhe h ... of the OAU; ii' 1'I<'W challenge,
in which Soulh Africa can play an important
rok , will be 10 redirect lh. ronti nen!'s course
inlO lhe 1'I<'<t century.

It will be h ,ti.,h to suggesl that Ihi' will be
ea , y In addi tion 10 the manifold economic
problems. th. conhn.nl is riven W;lh f'Oli tical
strif., or these, the hoary . nd rompl... qU f'S­

lion of tribalism toom, Luge
Actu. lIy Ihis issue when graduaUy linked

~, th. sanctity of Alrican national boundari'"
",as, with Ben BeUa's compromise, the only
glue which has kep t the OAU logether for
these pa,1 28 years.

Prol V. l.., .n 14' " ""...., i. bu d of tb~

Cent", for Soothern Am "n Studi.. . t tbe
Univno ity 01tb~ W..tom C.~

Vexed and intricate formulae will be needed
for deali"i! with tll<' J"'I"'ist""", 01 cthnidty on
the « mtinenl. In many w. ys, Soulh Afri,,',
unllappy ...perien<e with e1hnic manipulalion
Ihrough ou l the apa rtheid y.ars will be
in'tToctive, But its most power!ul long-lmn
contribution will be to discover. bridge
0<r0IS ii' own ethnic divid... and off'" this ..
an .""mpl. 10 lhe rontin""t

Tog.ther wilh Nigeria, Soulh Africa will
dominate Afric.n forums. Its new lully-"'P"'"
......t.liv•• rum-racial diploma hc ""'l" will be
iClive in African a1pitals and, alm"'l Cl'I"la inly,
Sooth Afrial will itsell offer aid and ."i,la"",
10 f. llow Africa n st. t... This, in<id.nt.lly,
mighl be the only way in which to help stem
the tid. of humanily which, .. "'" have """"
willbedraWII 10 South Afric.

A compelling .nd e'<iting Afric.n future
beckons ""'th Africa. II is true that many will
continu. to waUow in Afro-pesoimism: per­
haps, how""er, like the poor or d""""pit, latent
racism of this kind will . lw.ys be with us.

•



a
FEARI

Jarlllie Gag,,,,", (righl) with ~•• Mama'

which much of "black fea"- revolved _ WQ<Lid
be "left on ice f", • while"

In his opening remarks.t lhe ..mina,. the
Rev Mcebisi Xundu, • member of ld....·• boon/
"f tru.t..... Ir••sed th.t the .neviation " f
whiles' fe.r should not """'t lhe oppressed too
much". H~ ..id the lea.. of minorities in Sooth
AIrica had c.used frogedies olnational l'"'f'CO'.
tions in the p••t . nd I~ ••• shoul d not be
",..~

'The alleviation of whi tes'
fear should not cost the
oppressed too much '

Whites ' tears about the futll re

partic ipants in an IdaS8 semlrlll

indicated that black people WOl

expressed by ,

'White
hum:

Alter y.... of be ing mi.l. d by the f' he
J""'"IiSe" of. white governmen~ blad 1""'1*
had diffirulty in .ccepting I~' bono fid.. 0/ the
governm.nt. "BI. cks are g. nuinely ' .yin....
'when <an you begin to trust . white·, Is I~i•
n.goti.tion process nnt ju,1 .noth. r ."gO!
coated pill?" .,ked Xundu.

Mork Shinn.... of the PAC w.rned that the
topic 0/ the semin.r might be pandering to the
the "'''''' ",w.rt gev.."- predilection. in our

By Ronel Scheffer

IF IDASA'S..mina, on "white fears- in
Port Elizabeth in M. rcti confirmed .nything, it
was tbat there is lillte loIer.nce out there On lhe
new $:;>uth Africa') for those who define them·
,.,1,.... or their disposition. as "white",

From the outset. participa nts in the debate
made it clear tbat the organism; were wrong to
initiate • dis<ussion an white>' ~....bout the
lutuO' oulside the context of the myriad of COf>­

"em. of bro.der group, lik•. fo' ...mpl.,
"blacks", "human," or "d. mocr. ts". Ob>erving
the . prinkling of whit...mung the 100 or ""
peopI. presen~ one could noI help but .ympa­
thise with these sentim.nts. Should whit..'
f..... be t.k.n seriously, in fact. if they don't
even bother to show up.t.n evenl dedicated

to their"'''''''''''?
Among the represent.tives of politkol par­

ti.. p.........,t, there was some acknowledgement
tbat lhe fea,.. whit.. harbour 0/ "bl. ck" rule
could become an obstacl. to the It.n,ition.
However, lhen' w•• no .g:n-ernenl 00 whether
lhese f..... should be oddO'S6ed or if it was . t
.n possibl. to allay them. But th.", was • !eel·
ing thai whit.. could.t Iea'i be """",,.god to
realiso< that many 0/ their f......bout the future
- losing control.• breakdown of law . nd order.
d r••tic ,ulf.rlng .nd so on _ w.r••har.d
by the majority of peopl., induding blacks
Fr.nkie Cannel. counselling socioIogisl from
Wit•.•aid .uch 'n unders t.nding could
produce. found. tion of hope .nd promote
solutions.

Ms ConneL.rod. few members of the .udi·
ence, fought gall.ntly .g.insl . convindng
.nal)"i. of Stellen""""'h political scienti,t J. n.
ni. G. giano, who ,a id "white f~.,, " w.re
really "middl«la,," ~....nd susge;ted thol
these could nat be . Ilayed without re1.ining
........1. if not.n oIlhe f•• tures 0/ the currenl
')"lem ofdomination.

Using Ih. re.ult. of numerous survey'
.mong w~ i t. univ.rsity .tudents. G'gi.no
illu.m.ted the .)"Iematic links between lhese
fea".nd whit..' rurrent position 01 power in
"""i.ty, Their fears indud. losing ,,"nlrol of
govemm.nt . nd , <compa nying privil'ge"
declining Iaw.nd order. expendability. dra>lk
. uffering. becoming ,ubordin.t., bloc k
""'eng', cultural oblil<'rOlion.nd Iooing ,latus
.nd influence, Suc<esoive .urveys showed that
block g""ernment was associated " ilh,. among
OIher t~ing,.•n inc....,., in white unemploy.
ment. corruption .nd tribal ront1id, • d.........
in personal safety.nd lhe collapse of welf.re
~ io general.

The chan.ng., '<cordi ng to Gagi. no. was
how to mode,.t. th... f••rs tu pr,"ent I~em

fm m becoming. powerful lore. Ih.1 could
.ffect the negotiation j'ITOC<'SS.

Whal m.d. this chaU.ng. more d.unting
w" the CUrrent d.pr<'5Sed economic d ima t•.
He 'rguod t~.t middle--d.ss f•• rs would be
best . dd"-'Slled if Ihe negoti.tors opted for eco­
nomi.c growth .rod order.nd .lability., imme-­
d iate goal" Thi, would m••n that the goals 0/
pol itical particip.tion .nd equity _ .round

Morality in transition
From PaQe 9

Four key issues had to be ....,lvod: basic
principles underpinning lhe process of transi·
lion; .rr.ng.m.nts , u rrou nd ing. n int.rim
gov. r nm. n t: .ppropr i'le . nd d.mocr.lic
me<;harn.mo lor conslitution making; the pia""
. nd role of !he inl<'mational community in lhe
transition,

The chairperson of lhe NP'. study group an
constitutional matt...., Prik v.n HeE'I'<!. n. said
there was • diU""""", between an MPC . nd •
final ~iation forum.

The MPC had ,...,...,.. 1objo<1ives. II .imed to
initiate lhe process lor finding <OIl>emu, . bout
lhe negotiating forum; to establish the criteria
lor participation in _h • forum; to ..... nut lhe
guid . lin. s for .ssessing proven . upport; to
dedd. upon method, 10 pe,..""d. unwilling
p.rti.. to participa te: .nd to determi ne how
ded sio.... will be taken bythe negoti.ling body.

"A:-J MPC i,. p......requisit. /or. ,,"n,tilu·
tional .....""blyo" he said, "we win be .mazed
.t how much <ummon ground then> is .mong
.n$:;>u th Africans."

A repr. sen t. Ii •• from the PAC'. l. g.1
depa rtment, Rkhani R.>mod ik•. said the PAC
was opposo1'd to.n MPC,

H. said Ih. most widety . cr.pted w.y nf
determining the will 0/ the people w., by the
• ot., Th. only w.y to re. ch this point w.,
through. constituent . ssembly.

The vi~preoidenl of politic.l oduWion in
Az.opo, MoIohIegi TIhoIe, . l.., reje<;ted the idea
of an MI'C.nhale said then> w., no w.y Az.opo
would b. ",muggl .d into the negoti.tion
tr. in", Black people no looger sought to reform
the ,)"tern. be<a u,., thai gove <'Il'<!ibility to it.

The SA Comm uni,t P.rty. represented by
lawyer Firoz Cachalia, o>nd<ned Ihe ideo 0/ .n
• n-party <:onference, He said it needed to be ••
indusive . nd . s representative as pos.sibl••nd
would help c.... to. politic. l rulture 01 toler·
.nce.nd institut•• polihal pluralism, II nl'<'d
be. il should be del. yod to give """'" time to
persuade OIh.... to participat.,

Ca<halia ..id . new political discou,," w,,-,
emerging; one that had the potent ial to "","n·
dI••• well ... Iiber. te. It would be. mislake to
involve the . ll-party confen>nce in fronsforma·
tional iSlsu.. , uch ., lhe land question or the
economy - these were policy matt.... lor • con·
stitutional governmenl to decid• .

The nl'<'d /or toler.nce was .1.., emphasised
by Inutha F......Jom r.rty represenlaliv••nd
KwaZu1u Finance Minister, [)enis Madide, who
said South Afric..... had to find O\ll how to live
together

H. ' ugges ted Ih..., important functio n. of
• n MPC - to p""p"O' people for the . bandoo­
ment 0/ .parth.id ; to reconcil. irre<;oncil.l>I.
group", .nd to 'ynthesize the v.rious d i.e.genl
viewpoints,

M. d id. said. ronstitution was . «>mpm­
mi.. document. hul before peop le ,,"uld I""m
to compmm;'" they had to stop S<'eing ..,h
other • • • nernie>,

"[ do not core why De Klerl< is going to <:all
. n MI'C, all that is important is th. t I don"!
w.nt to die . stave. I w. nt to d te . fn..e man: Il


