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New wind of change
blowing in Africa

A new liberation movement against undemocratic, unsuccessful

and unpopular governments is under way In Africa, says 8 wen·

known political analyst. snauna westectt examines an article in

the Washington Quarterly by Colin Legum.

F OUR d,,,ad,,. .Il,', Iho anti..,,,I,,,,ial
,t"rm t><'~.n h. """1' f"rd~n rul,- 1m", th.,
wnli,l<'l'l, At,;... , ',md.' p"is<>d r",,, ,,-'cond
1".",,<1 "r 1iI"·',\li<ln. Th,- t.rl\'~' "r 'he new
winJ ,,' , M"lI'-. ,,- '·u " p" pul.u , u"-,,,,,,,,,.ful
and u nJ .'m,>crati< !I"'-'-mmonl," .

Fi w J ,>v.·r"pm,'nt, an' cit. '" in su p p",t "I
,hi. A' ''-' , Ii" n.•fj\U,>d in an ••tiel., li tled
"T ho.' C" m inj\ ,,( Atric.' s S<'QmJ Ind"pt,,,,t ­
,0""''' by f',,1I1I,,01 .,nal ...., Culin Lt'l:um . " ".j
publi.hro in ,h., Wml,-, ]'N() ,,J ,h ,,,, "I TIl<"
W." J"n~!,,,, Q"" r!"I_~ ,

n,..y .....: lhe b......kd"w~ "I 1",l;h,-,,1 ."d
t'C"~,,mic i~,hl"ti"~,, t f"" ~mw;,,~ ""mbo.',
"I <,<", " tn.." al...,,>J,,"i n~ lbo.· "'I"'rom,'nl in
,,"e -party ,tat"" the ,·, t. b li, h m,·" t "f
,~'"tfl» fn' the' r o,m,~~m " f plm"Ii,t l" 'I"i.
",I sy'h'm, io the' " , n" 'k'n ', , "~ o,wi n~

,'h " , ,, , "I ,," tslk'''''' di''''nt '' , a nd ,h,'
,pfl'ad "I . n Alri , .n h" man ri~ht, m"V1.'­
m"nt

I.,·~ "m "nlOS that ow, the 1,,1 , h,ee
"'a", lhe numhe, "f Afri<.-.n ",,,n lri,,, witham"I'i·party 1",Ii'i.,1 ' Y"h-m has in,ow,ed
fro,m , i, _ "'-'l,w.M. G.mhi., D)ioo,,'ie,
'sl,' ''ri'i ''' , T" ni, i••"d larj\u.,bly) M" o -.:e<' _
t" "ij\h" wilh. nin lh, Nij\,"i., >e! '0 ,,~urn

'n I",hank'nl.lry j\"wmmt'n' in l W 2.
Tht' Iw" n,'W recruit, h, the multi-party

' y'l,' m ..... 5'''''1;.1 . nd Alj\eri" wilh the
1. lter p.utic"l. rly . i!\" ifica nt i" Lej\um',
VleW bee."", d i,,,,nt was ril\"'",,,ly ' e­
p,,,,...d by lhe ,inj\le -p.o,ty j\"ve,nmenl
I"m,,-.I in lW,2 "fter a k ,nj\ and bittt" ind,­
»<'"den,'e , tru j\)\k Wh,'n '''po",i"n was
Iift,oJ, I"n""rl , <land,,,,,, ,,., ...",i" an,... ,,,,..
fa t',j in 20 po.,fi!it.1 parlic"'.

" <;" n,·)\. I, whlth h.d • bnef ni,tati"n
wi,h 'i nj\I.~ pa rt y rule_ now dISplay, a ,;­
b..n' npo.' n politic.l .y. ...m w,th no fewe,
'ha" 17 ...,ml"~inl\ I"rI'''' (...wn "I th"m
M.ni<l f..~i"n,l. Thi. n,'W . v, t"", a lre.>dj'
h.. stt~>d Iho les' of two ei<-ction.," L"!I"m
seys

lie concNt"> th.t . o m" ",,,"I,ie . witn
,mt"- p" rty rule, like T, ,,,...n i, , "p'o"ide fo,
• """,,,,,ble level of j\en" i"" d"m,,,,..h c
particip"ti,," in lhe e!<.octi,," and d .....lt'CIion
,~""-'mhe,, "f p" ,liamt'Tlt" ,

lie ron,~-.I..,. al", ll"t th,' "" Ilap><' "f lib­
erali,,,, m,>V,'m,'"1 walil~,n< wilh l ho d,~

p"rt" .... "f th" wn,m"n ,'",'my aroi Ihe ,'fl_
"''''j\ da"l\er "f ,~hni" '" "'1\i"nal t'On Oi<1 ,
,;vil k'at and partih"n, Weo' I...~"'. ma k"'g
a k'id,,,p"'ad " h" ',,, <II , jnj\I.', pa " y r"le

•

'." nde"t. nd"hIe" ,
Bul , he ""y', in many ca.... Ih" "hoi,...

w.,. made "rn~ beeau," "f any sefi"u, dan­
!I'" t" the ,tat", b"l >imply in ",d,1' I" ,'no
t,,,"ch th" powe, "f a parti"ul.. ,ulinj\
j\'''up'',

Th;,1y Y''''' "n, llk'lwO ma~" a 'll" n",n"
aJva",~-.I ;n , ,,ppo.>rt " f ' inj\l...- party ruk' ­
th.l il was l bo.' n,,'" d ft"'i. " ""'" ..' 01 ,~1o·
ta,ni~j\ l b,' "'1O fli,-l, a nd i,,,,·~ ...lin~ ,he'
inlt,,,,,t' ,>I pl"ral "><1,~i,,,, , roi tha, i' "If,·...
,-.I t fw ~ui"k... way ,,, p",m,~,- 1>.>1.n,-,-.I
"","" mo.: d.'wk>pn",nt _ "'0' 0"',,,1,-.1 as
" ,,,,,,,,Iy Aa .....-d.

"Th,'''' is nIl ,' vid ,-fICO," "'v' LeK" m, ·'that
,h" h.If...l",,·n Afncan 'L"':' lb., t h,,'e rt'-

tain,-.I mulh·p'rly polili,-.I .y'l"m, have
la'N "'0''''' in l ho po,m,~ion of n"i"nal
unily ,,' """n"mk d",','I"pm,'nl lhan lh, ...,
j\"""""'-.I hy a 'in~le rulin~ party

"I\o!.w.na w ilh it; nine Ol "ni<; j\r<)u l"
and M,u , iti " s wilh its dyna mi" hOle'(>­
j\"tlt 'US "''''it~y ''''', in ma ny ""I",<IS. pro,,"
p<"inK mo, e lha n most oIht'r """ ntrit's. Th"
e ' I"' rion,." of ,,'ho' """ ntries Ita, bt...n lik.'
tha' of Keny. , whi,h tod .y is m<l'''' ,'1h ni,
call y d ivid,,j Ih." be'f,,",' ,he I\'wo, nnwn' of
r"',idon' D.niol Arap M" i t"rnod 'ho
c"" ntry "" 0 . 'in~Ie.l"'rty " ate ,"

n.... f.ilu", of one--I"rly sy, tem. 10 bUIld
" n ily i. matellt-.l by ,he i, f. il" .... o n lhe ,'<'0­

nomic fmnt, a c"""'!" ""'''' o f Iht' ".I.ck ·

n,'S>, ""I"~; ,m and ",,,ru pt inn" ,h'l "".", 10
n",,,i," in lht' ab-..' n", o. d'·n".....lk sp"'"
,nd po"-odu"",

L"!Ium " k""";1<-.lg,,, ,ha' l",liti,'.1 'y..
'Om' al""" ,'annOl bt' blam.,j lor , n" "s..w
d,'d i",· in "'<1st African co" ntr i,..", ,i' inj\ as
<on'fibu',,')' f..ct"" an iflt"l"il.ble world
...d inl\ ' yst"m, ~"adruplinj\ 01 oil ."d fo, ·
ti1i7-'" p'i""', d"'''l\hl, locust plagu,,,, ..nd
dim.. ic mnd",,'n•.

Bu' he arj\u", ,ha , lh<' a ",,,,!u,,,,c,,, <I'
th, • ""''l\o'tive f",~oTS" wou ld h.ve bt",n
k"" w'" had .I,"e bu,e. ucr.>ci", been rt"-

' I"",,,ve 10 I"'p"lar opinion, "'pecially 'mm
the f"" ",nlTV that a""trtiJtt"> ,,,,er 70 per­
",nt of the l"' p" I. lio" <If most sub-Sah. ran

SWIMMING
AGAINST THE
n OE: Raben
Mugabe's pan to
tum Z;mbabwe
into a one-party
stale seems 10
contradict a new
trend;n Af, ican
politics

"",n l,i.",.
"I'thi.npi-a, In , ;1<' bu' 0'"' ,'"mplt', i. in

d"'I"'rat,· ......""mi' ' t..il, "'>1 i"'1 bee.."-",,
of drou~h' .nd o'oood land, bu, bee.".... "
'i ny d i,o o f ",Id i.'," . nd in'el!<.octlLll. have
'e"", inro d,~.'rrni",-.I In na il d nw n .n "n·
1"'1"'1.. Man- iS( .y'h·m on . n un willing
pop" l.tion," ht' "'Y'.

No\inj\ lhal l ht' yo!\uo is !,,<sing fm d L, ·
mi..inj\ parli...n. of d om,,,,-,"i, practice a ,
,I,,'ish im il.lh"" o f tilt' W,"'I, I.--el:u m pUin"
10 Son.'~. I - s Con'",' fo r Ihe St ud y 01 R....
..."reh ul P1u ,ali,ti, o..'m,,,,,acy in tht' Third
Wu,ld .s.n oxamplo of . '"'w t"",d.

Th,' p,,,,id,'nl 0' the '~'fl l"' , Po>!,.,,,,,, Jac·
q"'" N7-"".nke" , has ' pokon u1 . n ....tla . uI
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