DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races lo reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people to accept
and work for a
society as a way of allaying
their fears.
ll'nm:rﬂhﬁlsh::
ledge and experience
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa's
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.
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EDITORIAL

ANC: govt won’t tango
but it might two-step

RECENT developments in the Southern
African region have been so startling
and fast-moving that they have left
considerable confusion and bewilder-
ment in their wake. This is particularly
so for white South Africans who have
been fed a particular diet for so long.
Much of what has been regarded as
sacred and conventional wisdom has
now been turned on its head. Two
examples will illustrate this.

Firstly, the South African authorities
have been discussing (and wining and
dining!) with Cubans, Angolans and
Russians the future fate of South West
Africa/Namibia. Secondly, there appears
to be a new initiative under the leader-
ship of the British Prime Minister in
order to try and resolve the conflict
which has its roots in apartheid. It is
fairly clear that she is embarking upon
this with the encouragement of Foreign
Minister Pik Botha. Itis equally apparent
that his proposals and promises have
the backing of the new leader of the
National Party, Mr F.W. de Klerk.

New angels?

What are we to make of these develop-
ments? After demonising the Cubans,
Angolans and the Russians for so long,
have they now become the new angels?
Hardly. But they are now amongst the
“good guys” and this will make it so
much harder for the state to maintain
its “total onslaught” strategy.

Secondly, historical enmity and sus-
picion vis-a-vis Great Britain has
diminished in direct proportion to the
anti-sanctions stance taken by Mrs
Thatcher. Ironically it may well be that
the traditional enemy with all the over-
tones of the Anglo Boer War may yet
become the facilitator for a new dis-
pensation in South Africa.

And the ANC? Can we expect a new

attitude from the state towards this
“communist terrorist organisation’'?
Can the ANC be regarded perhaps not
as a "bunch of angels” or even amongst
the “good guys”, but as a key actor in
the unfolding drama taking place on
the South African stage? In my view this
question can be answered with a tenta-
tive yes. There are a number of pointers
which support this view. Firstly, there
has been clear pressure from the inter-
national community in the West who
continually call for the release of Nelson
Mandela and emphasise the need to
include the ANC in future negotiations.

Dividends

Secondly, it is common talk amongst
some National Party MPs that the ANC
cannot forever be excluded. The fact
that representatives from the governing
party attended the recent meetings in
Bermuda, at which top ANC representa-
tive, Thabo Mbeki, was also present,isa
further pointer, More significantly per-
haps was the recent editorial in the
government-supporting daily, Beeld,
which concluded its editorial on the
developments within the Soviet Union
and Southern Africa by asking: “Is a
discussion between the government
and the ANC under a free Nelson
Mandela actually so unthinkable?”
Their concluding sentence reads: “Just
think of the political and economic
dividends which would accrue to South
Africa and all its people if such a discus-
sion could take place!™

Dakar

This is a far cry from the hysterical
reaction which followed the Dakar con-
terence organised by IDASA a short
two years ago. At that time, government-
supporting newspapers like Die Burger
and Die Transvaler accused us of work-

Militant language offends whites

DURING A recent visit to Cape Town |
was shown an IDASA poster bearing
the slogan “Women in the Struggle for
Peace”. | learnt that this was to be the
theme of an IDASA women's conference
scheduled to take place in Harare in
April.

While fully supportive of IDASA’s
goal to move whites towards acceptance
of a non-racial democratic South Alfrica,
I seriously question the wisdom of using

“loaded” terms like “struggle” if you
want to dispel whites' fears about the
future. It evokes negative images of
bitter conflict and revolution which, |
am sure, must scare off whites who
would normally be quite receptive to
IDASA's message of a negotiated settle-
ment.

If you want to encourage ordinary
non-politicised whites (yes, there are
many of them) te accept their black
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counirymen as co-citizens, you should
surely steer away from using militant
language and symbols to which they
cannot relate. We need positive and
unemotional messages o encourage
whites to be receptive to and participate
in a democratic process which will
bring peaceful change to South Africa.

Barbara Hart
East London




ing towards the demise of white South
Africans. A typical Burger headline
read “Reds will dominate terrorist
delegation”. There were quaint unsub-
stantiated rumours and speculation in
the Nationalist press that Gadaffi was
behind the visit!

It was also suggested that the com-
munistswere paying for the conference.
The rightwing BBB (Blanke Bevrydings-
beweging) filed a formal complaint with
the police accusing us of high treason.
The AWB demanded that the govern-
ment should revoke the passports of all
those who went from South Africa and
also joined the chorus that we should
be charged with high treason. The
Citizen suggested that the government
would move to change laws to prevent
South Africans meeting the ANC. The
State President in parliament poured
scorn and abuse on the IDASA delega-
tion and threatened to stop its work
with the introduction of a select com-
mittee and the introduction of a bill to
restrict foreign funding to organisations
like IDASA. We said then, and we say it
again, that white South Africans have to
break out of their self-made cocoon in
order to face reality.

Two faces

Whilst the government's tone has
changed it would be too much to
expect that, as the election campaign
hots up, there will not be more vitriolic
outpourings against any organisation
and individual which seeks further con-
tact with the ANC, But itis my view that
there will be more and more a public
face and a private face as far as the ANC
is concerned.

After the election it is not beyond the
realms of possibility that Nelson
Mandela will be released and discus-
sions, and even wining and dining, will
begin totake place not merely between
the ANC and academics and students,
women and business people, but be-
tween officials of the state and the
central executive of the ANC,

To the extent that there has been a
significant shift within South Africa,
one of IDASA’s original goals, namely
“to assist in creating the climate for
genuine negotiation towards a non-
racial, democratic South Africa”, has
been met. There is a very, very long and
tough road ahead, but the first tentative
steps are being taken,

ALEX BORAINE
Executive Director

Detention will never
be same again

FOLLOWING on from a recent critical
article on detention without trial, the Johan-
nesburg Afrikaans daily, Beeld, has now
5puhen oul against the system of indefinite
incarceration.

Beeld columnist Willie Kuhn said in a
recent column that by “concentrating™ all
hunger strikers in the Pelonomi Hospital in
Bloemfontein, the government was only
treating a symptom of the problem.

“We must get lo the root of the problem,
namely indefinite detention without trial.
Although we can see the necessity for limited
detention without trial in explosive situations,
the indefinite detention of people, in some
cases for years, without charge or trial cannot
be defended.”

Mr Kuhn said one had the feeling that,
since the hunger strike, the whole question
of detention without trial could never be
quite the same again. A sort of Achilles’ heel
had been found in the system, and it would
be attacked again.

Eventually the government would have to
tackle “the question that lies deeper”.
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