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I did not know much about the armed struggle raging in Namibia then, except what I
got through racist-controlled mass media, which is most often than not permeated
with pernicious lies. Nevertheless, I have since come to know that the people of Nami-
bia, led by their vanguard movement, the South West Africa People's Organisation
(SWAPO of Namibia) are engaged in a life and death struggle 2gainst the very regime
which is oppressing us. _

Mama, do you remember the tumultous situation which prevailed in our country in
19747 I mean the pro-FRELIMO rallies. Imet a friend. who vividly recalled these
events to me. The victory of the heroic people of Mozambique against Portuguese

colonialism inspired me greatly. It became very clear to my friends and myself that no
force on earth, however heavily armed and brutal it might be, can withstand the
wrath of a united and determined people fighting for justice and freedom.

Thus, when the time came, I did not hesitate. I joined my friends, who, like myself,
were prepared to join the forces of liberation. It pains me a lot mama, but [ couidn’t
bid you goodbye. Time was against me.

The architects of apartheid are sweating profusely at their drawing boards and a

campaign of slander is in progress. Our vanguard movement, the ANC, is called a
‘marxist-infested’ and ‘communist-inspired’ organisation. Freedom ﬁghters are referred
to as ‘terrorists’ who commit horrible crimes against ‘innocent civilians’. To crown it
all, they also claim to be a ‘God-chosen nation’ to lead us, Africans, from bondage,
barbarism and backwardness. As if these insults were not enough, Africans according
to these self-styled ‘pioneers of civilisation’ are not developed and capable of ruling.
Mama, all these are frantic attempts aimed at discrediting the forces of freedom. The
racist regime cannot stem the revolutionary tide sweeping across our country and
is thus resorting to “‘every method in the book™ to save their crumbling house, like a
person ‘applying first aid to a patient who needs a major operation. All these attempts

are doomed to failure.
You may be asking yourself, what then is the ANC? The African National Congress

is a people’s movement representing the aspirations of the down-trodden masses fora

free and democratic South Africa, free from racist tyranny and exploitation of man by
man, & South Africa of the future based on the people’s revolutionary document — the
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RENDERING ENEMY
SCHEMES UNWORKABLE

In December angry residents of Soweto fire, causing damage to the tune of
threw petrol bombs at the Emdeni house R320 000.

of a Soweto councillor, puppet Patrick Gaboutloele is an incurrigible sell-out.
Gaboutloele, while stooge Joseph Mahu- He continued being a councillor, notwith-
hushi, the ‘mayor’ of the Diep-Meadow standing the wrath of the people. His
Town Council, had his house gutted by house was petrol bombed again on Janua-
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Freedom Charter.

Freedom fighters are patriots boundlessly devoted to the noble cause of freedom
enshrined in the Freedom Charter. You need not be apprehensive, the ANC is my
home, my educator. I am in excellent health and in good spirits. We are a big and
happy family, united by our community of goals and interests. We value each other’s
lives. Even though I am not long here, I am now definitely a new man.

Mama, the knowledge that you are still chained to a vicious monster, apartheid,
strengthens my courage and determination to execute my tasks with high morale and
unswerving dedication. Your memories are a great inspiration to me. The task that lies
ahead is indeed difficult. Have faith and courage. Our revolutionary struggle is not an
isolated event. On the contrary, it is part of the international revolutionary movement,
aimed at liberating mankind from the yoke of tyrannical regimes, colonialism and
exploitation of man by man, for a better world free from national antagonisms, econo-
mic subjugation and war.

I have but only one request to make to you.I will be more than grateful if you could
also join in the fight against apartheid. In the struggle such as ours there is a part and
a role for all of us, young and old alike. Maybe you have already. Well, if that is the
case, how wonderful it is to have a parent like you.

My fate is in the hands of the revolution. I hope I will be able to join the family in a
liberated and democratic South Africa. If not, please weep not for I shall have laid my
life for a cause so majestic. Idon’t regret. My life is with the revolution.
Time is on our side and the world is with us. Think not about me. Surely our victory
is in sight.

Da Embe to me but please take care. This letter is for your eyes only. Once more,
please give my kind regards to all at home. Unfortunately I must sa*; gpp;l—bxerfm time
is really flying. Till we meet again. el T

ry 18, added, during the same week, to and the results of those elections.

the houses of Soweto ‘mayor’, stooge
Ephraim Tshabalala, and puppet Mashao
of Dobsonville, which had suffered a
similar fate.

What has driven the people of Soweto
to use violence against the councillors?
After all, some people may argue, these
councillors were elected by the people.
What can they have done, so soon, to
arouse the people’s anger and hatred?
The answer is to be found in the manner
in which the elections were conducted,

Elections for community councils
under the new Local Government Autho-
rities Act took place on December 3

1983 in Soweto. Pretoria had not asked

the people whether they accepted these
authorities or not. Despite that, the
people of Soweto, through their organisa-
tions like the Soweto Civic Association,
the UDF, etc, had repeatedly voiced their

opposition to the local authorities.
According to Pretoria’s reports, 80 per-
cent of the eligible voters boycotted the
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By SOPHSE TEMA
NEIGHBOURS . battled fran:
HBeally 10 Ires the wits of Mr
dossph Mahubuhl, “may
or'™ of the Dispmeadow

elections, thereby demonsicating that the
overwhelming majority rejected local

muthorities, But further inve.
stigations have ahowed that even that 80
percent boyoolbt wias not 8 brue reflec-
tion of the electlon results, In o statement
refeased to The Sear by Frank Chikane,
Transvasl UDF viee-president, the officlal
results have been proved to be falas and
exaggerated,

According (o the statement, the 1980
census showed that there were 615 000
eligible wvoters In Soweto and Diep-
Meadow, The oumber of people who
e supposed b0 hive volted 15 only
31 810, On the basis of these Agures it
becomes cleny that the boyeott of the
elections was == high = 96 percent.
Considering the fact that thess are the
1980 cenmuy figares, and not the 1983
ones, then | becoimes even worse,

Less than § percent of the people of
Bowets voled for Tahabalals, This proves
that the people of Soweto want to have
nothing to do with Pretoria’s schemes of
robblng the black majordty of their birth-
rght to South Africa by sny form of
constitutionsl juggling. Any normal state
would have realised that the local govern-
menk sathorites ire & pon-starter, But the
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this rule, surviving as it does, by making it
its policy to ignore the volce of the
majority.

True Lo this policy, Plet Koombof who
heads the raclst minlstry of Co-operation
and Development installed puppets like
Tshabelala In splie of the 95 percent boy-
cott, What must the people do If after
using peaceful and non-violent methods,
thoir voice s disregarded and spat upon
by the racist reglme? The answer i
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obvicus. The people must employ viel-
lepce, the only language these puppels
understand and make i impossible for
them to run the Pretoris regime's dummy
Instifutions,

Pretoria's disregard of the voice of the
majority is being challenged in no uncer-
tain’ terms by the oppressed majority.
The burning of houses of puppets, the
relgn of terror unleashed by Gatshs Bu.
thelezi, Lennox Sebe and Patrick Mphe
phu, I evidence of the fact that dummy

Councilln.rs’ homes
we2®. hit by petrol bombs
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- institutions have [aled to deceive the
people, and, as & result coly terror can

keep these quisiings In power.

It ls agalnat thls background of the
ecrumbling of puppet authorties that Pye-
torls, hiding its head in the sand ke tHe
proverblal ostrich, plans to go ahead hold-
ing elections among the so-called Colour-
eds and Indians, Instead of & referendum
on the new copstitution. We are In no
doubt thet |n this case alao the regime
Intends Lo disregard the volee of the
majority in the two communities. Of
course the resuls will be the same. The
majority will make it Impossible for
Pretoria's puppets to rule over them.,

All puppet bodies: bantustans, [ocal
government authorities, the management
committess, and second-hand participa-
tion in the Preaident’s Council, have one
thing In commaop. In all cases the racist
regime denled the majority a referendum
on the imues involved. No referendum
was held among the Black majority as to
whether they want puppet regimes to
rule owver them In rursl slums called
banbestans, nor whether “urban' Blacks
wanted to have stooges to govern them
under the Local Government Authotes
Act, in what can only be phettoatans.

No referendum will be held among so-
called Coloureds and Indiars a3 Lo whe-
ther they sccept participation in the sham
toi-cameral pariisment, whose sole pur-
pose la to use the Ewo communities ss
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cannon fodder in defence of apartheid.
All because Pretoria knows that its poli-
cies are opposed by the overwhelming
majority. It is this awareness that makes
Pretoria’s schemes a deliberate and cold-
blooded design to trample on all norms of
civilised behaviour, democracy and inter-
national law, thereby giving the racist
regime the character of a criminal one.

But the voice of the majority cannot be
stifled. On the weekend of December 16
and 17, the annual conference of the Uni-
ted Democratic Front held in Port Eli-
zabeth discussed the necessity of calling
for a national referendum, irrespective of
race. In the proposed referendum, people
will be asked to choose between the racist
regime’s constitutional proposals and the
UDF’s proposal for the holding of a
national convention in which South Afri-
cans of all races will decide on a type of
government they want.

CAMPAIGN

In midJanuary a campaign to collect
signatures from all over the country was
initiated by the UDF. It is a foregone
conclusion that Pretoria will not only
lose in such a democratic process, but will
also oppose a referendum and a national
convention — specifically because there
is no greater enemy to racist discrimina-
30

IT HAS BECOME UDANGEROUS TO
PUPPET IN SOWETO.
PEOPLE'S PATIENCE HAS

THE
ENDED.

tion than democracy. It is therefore the
duty of all South Africans who love their
country to rally behind the call of the

UDF.
As we mobilise ourselves for a national

convention, we must not forget that
whenever we push for our demands
strongly enough to threaten racist supre-
macy, the boers never hesitate to use vio-
lence against us. Therefore let us at the
same time prepare for war in defence of
our demands, ourselves and our country
as we mobilise and march forward to
people’s power.

A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY

Adapted from a Radio Freedom
Luanda, broadcast — 23/1/84



