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character. Discipline means taking principled uncompromise on revolutionary
positions, it means resolute defence of the organisation against opportun-

ist corruptions and moral vacillations. Discipline is timeliness, not only
in the attendance of meetings but precisely in the political field-a pu-

nctual response to a political situaticn. Untimely action, it has been said,
is just as dangerous as untimely inaction. The working class aloneis scie-
ntifically endowed with the capacity for consistant political positions
under gruelling and torturing conditions. These then are the qualities that
our organisation should acquire in order to fit the definition of an orga-

nised political moveReht: 1o BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

The road to collaboration

(EXCERPTS FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH COMRADE MAC MAHARAJ)

Q! How has the decision of the Labour Party to participate
in the "President's Council" been received Ly the opp-
ressed?

A: The decision of the Labour Party under the leadership of Reverend Al-

lan Hendrickse at Eshowe in January this year has been received by the ma-

sses of our people with unqualified revulsion and anger. At the same time

Botha and his racist regime have reacted to it as if it 1is furthering

their cab and a triumph of the cause of racist domination. This decision

has got once moresharply'into focus a question that will live with our na-

tional liberation struggie, that has lived with ‘it from its birth and will
live with it to its triumph, a question of the road to collaboration, a

question of the road to reformism. There is no doubt today in the minds of
our people that the Labour Party's decision is the decision that has firmly
taken it a step on the path towards collaboration. This ' is evidenced in
statements made by Reverend Boesak and others. This is the time that whilst
we mobilise our anger and increase our pressure to bring about the wunity
of the oppressed forces and all progressive forces in our country, we

should also take stock and develop a better understanding of the roots of

collaboration. ’ ] _
However, our starting point, the point that distinguishes those who ta-

ke a road to collaboration and those who remain committed to the revolu-
tion, is what we should always remember in formulating our strategy and
tactics. It is the question of the nature of our exploitation and oppres-
sion. We are assured of victory as every oppressed and exploited people in
history were because any system of exploitation and oppression depends on
the mir=~ity living on the backs of the majority. That is anobjective in-
built fact of a system of exploitation and oppression, and that means the
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majority is capable of being organised, of becoming conscious of the nat-
ure of their oppression, of the need to unite and act in unity and also of
the fact that no revolution, no people's struggle, has succeeded in his-
tory without it becoming part of an organised force, a force which will
marshall every weapon in the armoury of struggle depending on the concrete
conditions that one is faced with.

Now this question of the strength, the source of our ultimate victory,
the fountain from which we are able to draw inspiration, courage and det-
ermination, the knowledge that we will win, rests therefore on the strength
of the people.

Q: What distinguishes a revolutionary from a reformist?

A: What distinguishes a revolutionary from a sell-out, however much that
sell-out may protest that he is opposed to the system by taking a path
which he or she believes will make it easier for the people to achieve ul-
timate victory, is the lack of confidence in the people. A revolutionary
lives and thrives in the consciousness that the masses of the people - the
overwhelming majority - are going to rise and that their understanding,
their consciousness, will match their objective situation. Therefore a
revolutionary bases his strategy and tactics on developing that conscious-
ness because he is confident that he will eventually achieve his end. And
that confidence as I say depends on ihe chbjective fact that the majority
are oppressed and exploited.

On the other hand those who wavered, those who begin to look for easier
waysout willendup trying to suppress the militancy of the masses. They
endup by trying tousethe masses as cannon fodders, as people to be mani-’
pulated so that by their action, they nearly reinforce the position of
the same 'great leader' or of some click. This I think is the distingui-
shing mark and 1t is the framework within which we should be looking at
the forces that are being engineered by the regime in order to perpetuate
its rule. And we should look behind the protestation of all those people
among the ranks of the oppressed and exploited who begin to betray these
symptoms. We should always go back to see where the roots of their refor-
mists thinking are.

Q: To cdevelov our ooint further, how do you cheracterise
the sitvation in the enermy carm in the light of the pre-
sently escelating struggle? 7hat ere the menoeuvres and
tectics that the enemy is emploving?

A: There are people who today lcok at the actions being taken by the South
African regime and examine them as if they are something new. Obviously
there are new elements but there is a continuing trend in what the enemy
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today is planning to do. The first trend that I think we should isolate is
the fact that even the current regime has in the history of its 30 odd
vears of rule shown at different moments of history that it i1sprepared to
try to hoodwink our people by holding out all sorts of promises.

loday it is in our history that the constitutional proposals centering
around the 'President's Council' are a measure devised by the regime with
the aim of enticing the South African people of Indian origin and the so-cal-
led Coloured community into the camp of white domination. They think they
can alter the balance of forces by juggling around with the constitutio-
nal arrangements and drawing off a large segment from the camp of the op-
pressed-and exploited.

Now how and why does the regime come to this position today? The cons-
titutional proposals are not an isolated development. They include the
regime's labour legislation, its bowing down to the pressure andmilitancy
of our workers who defied the law and created their own trade unions which
today are growing at a tremendous pace. Qur people in the same way defied
the reign of terror that the regime unleashed in the 60's that suppressed
all avenues of legal opposition and they created in the early 70's bases
for themselves to act within the framework of the law. Th: reqgime, as |
say, reacts tec a particular situation.
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Sometimes there are people who try to credit the regime with too much
farsightedness, forgetting that the regime is caught up in a crisis of its
own making. It is worthwhile recalling that in the crisi .7 the 50's,
that in the face of the mounting campaigns organised by the ANC, the Mas-
sacre of Sharpeville, and the mass pass burning campaign that was launched
by our late President Chief Albert Luthuli, the regime reacted from both
sides of its security forces. They promised in the heat of that crisis
that they will do away with the pass laws, a fundamental legislative ma-
chinery which is aimed at perpetuating the enslavement of our workers.
It's aimed at being able to have for the sake of employers a labour pool
which can be manipulated by the regime to supply the needs of the employ-
ers when required and make our people temporary and superfluous appendages
to what they regard as a white economy. That response was made at a time
when the enemy perceived a crisis and it became necessary for it to make
promises which he believed could defuse that crisis and mollify our peo-
ple.

One may recall that this i1s the time when the Coloured Representative
Council and the South African Indian Council (SAIC) were created bLy the

g

regime to try and entice Indian South Africans and so-called Coloureds
into the regime's camp. Diedericks went on record as calling on Indiar

| . S Ealb s At S gk g
Helen Joseph addresses the Anti-SAIC committee congress.
The congress unanimousdy decided %o fomm a United Lemoc-
natic Front to oppose the President's Council's proposals.
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South Africans and the so-called Coloureds to join the white oppressors
and he called for "five million hearts to beat together". This was a dra-
matic statement, poetic in its content but without any substance. What
they offered was the SAIC of 1960 and the Coloured Representative Council
of the mid-60's,

So you see we have to look at the enemy and see what he is trying to do.
I believe the South African racist regime today is caught in a crisis. It
recognises that the mass of our people, that the organised forces of our
revolution, spearheaded by the ANC and its military wing, Umkhonto we Si-
zwe, are today on clear record visibly acting in unison and signalling
that victory is going to come. Against this situation they too, amongst
themselves see the danger signals but, like all the oppressors, they be-
lieve that by manipulating, lies, hoodwinking and cheap tricks they can
stave off what is inevitable. To do so they have to dress their real de-
sign in the line they think will win them more supporters.

-y

«: There are some peocle who want us tobelieve that through
the "Presicont's Council" the enemy has tzken a sten  to-
wards refoniing apartheic out of existence. How do you
»esoond to this?

A: Let us be clear again that the package deal it likes to dress up as a

reform is not really a reform in any way. It accompanies this process of
ever-increasing repression and it is the combination of these two, of re-
pression and so- called,re?urnlsm that betrays the nature of the reginme.
The constitutional prnpnsals therefore mu st be looked at from

the FFDEESE in which the racist regime of South Africa is embarking,
seeing the rising tade of the revolution. The centre underpins of the re-

gime's proposals of course is the scheme of separate development which it
initiated at a cﬂnahtutlnnal level with the Bantu Authorities Act of 1954.
That act and the- -called bantustan law brought on to the South African
scene: a concerted drive to divide our people. The regime had to find-.co-
llabnra’-turs amongst the Blacks around prﬂmlses of a:;nmnndatlng them Hlth]h
these surta of nnstltutiunal structures. ”

To look” at -the roots‘of that ‘collaboration let us just “go back to” the
bgginnlnﬁ of . Eparate;dewelupnent in terms of Bantu Authorities and Ban~
tustans.In-the 50's in the Face of ‘the. nfpusihun being mobilised by E&MIE
and: tﬂE‘Cnngﬁéss Alliance you had pﬁnple like“the puppet Matanzima Bra-
theqih uhn rgued that it was correct for them to go into the Bantu Aut-
hnrltaekfﬁ hene But at that time they dressed their argument arqund the
idea that ﬁt is facilitating the process of liberation’ for our people.
They argued that by.going 1nt¢ ‘the ‘Transkeil arrangement of a Bantustan
they would open up.more avenues, more space for our people to wage a stru-
ggle along constitutional ‘lines. So at the beginning. i .highlight . of
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their approach was to protest that they were there taking the steps to serve
the masses and it is now opened for the people to argue how sincere they
were. That process, that road they had once launched themselves on had led
to its natural conclusions today.

There is no one in our country who fails to recognise that the Matanz-
ima regime is a regime of sell-outs. The warnings that were issued by the
ANC and the national liberation movement as a whole were ignored and every
step in their progress underlines those warnings. These warnings cent-
red around the fact that they were now on the road to collaboration and
that in that process they will have to serve their real masters and dem-
onstrate their services. Indeed that is precisely what they have done.
That road has led them today to become amongst the black community the
clearest example of black serving the white fascist state, forgetting tho-
se statements of protestations. There's little reference at the surface
which brings them from time to time to statement of conflict with the So-
uth African regime. In fact they kncw that they are not in power but just
sitting on the backs of the black people as intermediaries between the
South African racist state and the oppressed majority. The result today is

that it is a logical part of their development that they should have the
organiser of the sellous scouts in the struggle of Zimbabwe in Transkei

organising the Transkel armed forces. The trust of all their activities
therefore is to sit on the black people, to find them and mushroom them-
selves on the side of the South African state against themnational libera-
tion movement.

We can see this pattern of development repeating itself in various other

communities. Hhether*ue look at the Ciskei, the Sebe brothers, Coloured
Representative Council which was created bythe regime in the 60's or the

so-called Freedom Party. We look at individuals in the Labour Party that
has gone into the Coloured Representative Council with their advert pur-
pose of brining it i'nder the leadership of Sonny Leon. When he fell it was
because he had become entrapped in the system and was now prepared to g
along the road of further collaboration., The same process overtook Hend

rickse in the Labour Party. We see the same process in the SAIC. The road
to collaboration is clearly paved, all the signmarks can be discerned.
But what is more, it is in the process of what they are doing that you can

see more into the regime's designs aimed at dividing the forces of liber-
ation.
The effectiveness of those manoeuvres in using the collaborationist

forces can be seen in what happened in the so-called Bantustans. There you
have, right after its formation, the Transkei demanding land from the next
Bantustan, Kwa-Zulu, so that black fight black for the slice of 13%of ihe
land which has been allocated to the black communities by this racist re-
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G.7e. You have the same situation of struggles and quarrels betueen Xho-
sas 2nd¢ Sothos. You have the struggle between Xhosa and Xhosa as repres-
ented in the struggle going on between Transkei and Ciskei. You also have
the regime creating mini-Bantustans (Bantustan itself being mini). Now the
regime is creating a mini-mini-bantustan in the form of Kwa-Ndebele, anew
Bantustan to accelerate and sharpen the quarrel between the black.commun-
1ties, between the Tswanas and the Southern Sothos.

Q: How do you respond to the argument prevailing in white
circles that a kind of middle class among black people sho-

uld be created, that is black shoulcd have a stake todefend
in apartheid? Woulcd you sa2y this is in line with the Bantu-
stan and the "President's Council's" nolicies of the enemy?

A: There are many people today speaking of the regime's designs tobuilda
black middle class. I would like to trail on this argument today and as a
dimension we have to ask ourselves whether to term "middle class" the peo-
ple reflected by this process. For an example 1t 1s my view that the
Transkei collaborationist stratum, that section of the Transkei people
who are associated with the Matanzimas can hardly be described as a mid-
dle class. All the Matamzima brothers have done for themselves is a space
to grab land and the right to open bottle stores. The regime has therefore
created this structure which is more close, in my view incertainrespects
with what the Chinese called the compradore bourgeoisie, the running dogs
of imperialism. Their whole existence doesn't even near, in any way the
real aspiration that one can associate with the middle class in the clas-
sical development of capitalism with the classes that saw their way into
a developing bourgeoisie. I think therefore it is a correct characterisa-
tion of these forces that their whole existence depends on serving the
South African racist state.

We can see it even in the bantustan that could be described by some
people as one with the greatest economic potential of developing and some
viability, that is Bophuthatswana. The first act the Mangopes did to con-
vince their masters was to call for a border fund where they asked their

own impoverished people to contribute ten cents for 2 border fund which
was going to help the South African state fight against so-called terro-

rists who, in fact, are revolutionaries of our country.

So there you have a glimpse of the logic of that collaboration atmos-
phere. The regime is only prepared to sponsor you, to set you up in the
position of a running dog, if you will serve its needs.

'O BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.
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