
UNITED ACTION 
IS THE KEY 
DAWN INTERVIEW WITH COMRADE JOE SLOVO 

DAWN: What are the Bain features of the current po l i -
t ico-ai l i tary situation in the region, particularly 

in our motherland? 
SLOVO: in general i t can be said that today in Southern 
Africa we are witnessing perhaps one of the aost 
intense and co-ordinated offensives by iaperialisa. 
The purpose of this offensive is clear: to destroy 
Angola and Nozaabique because of the advanced social 
systeas which are being bui l t there, to delay Naai-
bxan independence and when i t can no longer be dela-
yed, to ensure the installation of a puppet regiae; 
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This offensive shows itself in a nuaber of ways. 

• • • • ^ • • • • • H There is the open aggression against Angola. He have 
seen tne invasion of I*sotho with the aassacre of ANC refugees and local 

Lesotho citizens; there'are the Ziababwe incursions. Apart froa these acts 

of direct aggression there is aggression through the proxies of the South 

African racists and of iaperialisa generally. There is Haiti in Angola, NRN 

in Nozaabique. There is the preparation of vast nuabers of ex-sellous scouts 

in various parts of South Africa. Soae of these have already coaaitted 

aggressive acts within Ziababwe which could not even be hidden by the South 

African defence force. There is the encourageaent, araing and support for 

the BCP based in South Africa which regularly Bakes raids into independent 

Lesotho. 

Particularly sinister is the recent eabrace by the Zairean governaent 

of the regiae whose actions in the Middle East have horrified the world, 

i.e. the Israeli fascists. Recently Shaair visited Zaire with a band of 90 

ailitary advisers and it is clear that this is pa*»t of a plan to create 

another front against the eabattled governaent of Angola and to give it no 
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relief even if there should be a settlement in Naaibia. In other words, to 

create ailitary forces for the purpose of lending more support for the old 

and discredited FNLA. 

Apart from these open and direct acts of ailitary involvement there is 

also the econoaic and diploaatic offensive by iaperialisa which uses its 

aost important sector, i.e. racist South Africa. The purpose of this offen­

sive is clear: to underaine the resolve of independent Africa in support 

of our struggle. He have recently witnessed the pressures and threats against 

countries like Swaziland, and there are aany other examples. It is clear 

in general that iaperialisa has chosen Southern Africa as one of the zones 

of priae strategic iaportance in the world. And it is devoting its consi­

derable resources to atteapt to reverse the gains of the independence pro­

cess and aore particularly to destroy the new social systeas that have 

eaerged. In addition, aaongst its aain aias is to destroy the revolutionary 

aoveaents like SWAPO and the ANC. Iaperialisa aust not be allowed to suc­

ceed, and there is no doubt that it can be stopped. With the continued, 

growing and necessary support of the socialist world, of the progressive 

forces in the rest of the world and, above all, through our own struggle, 

the designs of iaperialisa can be frustrated. 

C R I S I S 

Cooing to our own country, one can say in brief that there is at the 

aoaenta serious econoaic crisis with the aain burden of the crisis clearly 

falling on the Black people and in particular the Black working class. For 

a sho^t tiae (about a year ago) the rise in the price of gold interrupted 

this decline in the econoay. But now it is adaitted on all sides that South 

Africa is in trouble. There is a negative growth rate, a decline in invest­

ments in the aanufacturinq sector and a qrowinq deficit in the balance of 

payaents. It had to be rescued recently by the International Monetary 

Fund which interestingly enough did not iapose on South Africa the kind 

of conditions which it always atteapts to iapose on developing countries. 

It is only too ready to give South Africa an enoraous loan without insis­

ting on any of those conditions which we know usually aaount to interfe­

rence in the internal affairs of the countries who accept the loans. 

In addition there is a decline recently in foreign investaents. As far 

as the people are concerned, if one leaves aside these high-sounding phrases 

about growth rates, etc, it really adds up to one word: A growing aisery, 

Uneaployaent is reaching the 3 million aark, the wage packets which pepple 

receive a*e buying less and less consuaer goods, rents are rising, trans­

port costi are rising, etc. In the military sphere I think it is obvious 

to all thct what we are witnessing in South Africa is the ailitarisation of 

the whole state. The defence costs are rising, there is the increasing 
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influence of the Military apparatus at every level of government, every 

white fro« the age of 16 to 60 is expected to answer the ailitary call-up 

and in general one can say the influence of the ailitary (as evidenced by 

the elevation of Nalan to the cabinet) will continue to rise in a state 

which in the end, can really only depend for its survival on brute force. 

Politically one can say the nost important processes taking place relate 

to the new constitutional proposals. He know that these proposals are ba­

sically designed to split the growing unity of the black people. I think 

it is sad indeed that the labour Party which in the past has played such 

a positive role in the struggle against apartheid has becoae teapted to 

collaborate in what we can only describe as "this grand design" of apart­

heid. And it is interesting to note in this regard that no sooner was the 

decision announced froa the Labour Party conference then Botha hiaself, 

the government press, the U.S. State Departaent, the British Foreign Off ice 

and other siailar groups welcoaed it with joy and celebration. He are 

confident that in the long run the Coloured people will not allow theasel-

ves to be used in this way. The only future tf all the people, including 

the Coloured people, lies in Black unity. 

Coloured people te^ecA the P*C. pmopotaLi. A baboon, 
fwtty. meeting, in SteAlenbotch end* up an an uptoaA. 
In general i t c a n b e s a i d that there i s no way the r a c i s t s 

can aaintain their rule in South Africa without Black collaboration. Their 
strategy of survival rests on this : to win the Coloureds to their side, to 
win the Indians to their s ide, to build thepowerof their African puppets 
in the Bantustans, to f i l l the aray, the police force and their security 
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services with African, Indian and Coloured collaborators, and to win the 

Black middle class to their side by a few concessions. 

Looking at the situation in South Africa one can say that it is the 

special irony of South African history that the perpetuation of tlie whole 

structures of white domination: economic, ailitary, political; depends upon 

the very people who are oppressed and exploited by it. When this truth 

is fully realised by all the people, and acted upon, there can be no doubt 

that racist power will cruable like a structure which is built on sand. 

DAMN: In the recent past we have witnessed the sharpening of contradictions 

in the ruling National Party of Botha and Malan and the white coaaunity 

including to a level unprecedented. What chances does this open to the forces 

of liberation? 

SLOVO: Every serious revolutionary aoveaent takes advantage of all divisions 

that aay eaerge withir the enevy caap. For us too the divisions we have seen 

developing within white politics is an advantage and is soaething we have 

to take into account very seriously. As you have correctly said, iaport -

ant new divisions have recently surfaced in the National Party. What is 

at the bottoa of these divisions? 
There is no time to undertake a long analysis about this in the course 

of a short interview. In general one can say that soae of the divisions 

have an econoaic cause. Although all classes within the white population 

benefit froa white doaimtion, they do not all benefit to the saae extent 

and in the saae way. Occasionally policies are advanced by the ruling class 

which aay for exaaple be to the disadvantage of the white working class 

or of other groups within the white power bloc, its appendages and its 

supporters. 

There are other divisions which d' not stea froa purely econoaic fact­

ors and these are sonetiaes connected with the political power struggle which 

goes on outside and inside the ruling National Party. One could say auch 

"ore on this but f«r us the really important question is whether we can 

conclude that within the sphere of white politics there is any hope ot 

a fundamental change of ccurse in favour of the people. I think the answer 

that we "list give is an unqualified NO. There is no such prospect. 

Let f»e flake another point: to put it siaply, our aoveaent is trying to 

^akc a revolution. Ranged against it are forces who are trying to step that 

revolution, tow we know tfcat even within the ranks of the revolutionary 

aovfftent we debate and we sonetiaes even disagree on how to aake tliat revo­

lution. But we are in oie caap. He eventually reach a consensus despite 

Ih* dif'erences of enphasis which c-erge fror. tiae to tine as tc what 

is the best way of advancing the revolution at a given aoaent. 

And in a sense, fro- a reverse point of view, it is the sane with t>e 
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eneay. There is basic agreeaent between thea that they aust try to stop 

that revolution. Whether it is Treurnicht, Botha, the Republican Party, 

or the PFP; the one thing which is coaaon to all of thea is that they be­

long to that group which is attempting to stop the achieveaent of our re­

volutionary aias. Of course there are differences between thea (as there 

are soaetiaes in our ranks) on the best way of stopping that revolution 

and on the best way of aaintaining white domination. And therefore auch of 
the division within the caap of white politics relates to the very poleaic, 

to the very debate; a debate on tactics, on how far they aust go at every 

given aoaent in pursuit of soaething which is coaaon to all of thea, i.e. 

to stop the creation within South Africa of one united non-racial deaocracy. 

And there can be no doubt that every serious force in white politics has 

a policy which is based on that objective. 

R I G H T W I N G 
I want to add one aore thing. The divisions we have noticed recenny 

(the eaergence of new political forces within the white coaaunity) points 

tc a strengthening of right-wing rather than left-wing tendencies. Because 

of the split of the extreae rightists froa the right-wing National Party, 

we can expect so-called verl;gtes like Botha to be increasingly teapted to 

aove aore and aore in the direction of the right in order to aaintain their 

support aaongst their traditional groups in the town and countryside. 

He can see this process taking place even aaongst the so-called liberal 

parties within the white coaaunity. Even the PFP, which we have never re­

garded as a revolutionary force (but which has expressed soae liberal and 

huaane concepts in the past) is now being pushed in this direction. It was 

disgusting to read how their spokesaen praised the South African defence 

force aurderers when they aoved in to aassacre aen, woaen and children in 

Maseru. It is equally disgusting to read the recent coluans of the Financial 

Nail. In the past it has projected itself as part of the liberal opposition 

and now is inciting the governaent to hunt us down like gaae and aurder us 

wherever we are! 

So to conclude; where there are divisions we aust not ignore thea, they 

weaken the eneay. Even divisions within the right weaken the eneay. But the 

dangerous thing would be for us to expect (as soae people are soaetiaes 

aisled'to expect) that within the sphere of white politics there will be 

soae kind of aove or there is soae kind of potential for a real advance in 

the direction of fundaaental change in South Africa. That can only ta­

ke place through our struggle and through our power. 

nAJJN; The ANC has declared 1983 as the Year of United Action. What is the 
connection between the tasks of this year and those of last year, a year 

that aarked the cliaax of our three year proaranae? 
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SLOVO: In brief I «ay say that looking at the 3-year period you refered to, 

it was a period of perhaps the »ost aaazing advance and achieveaent in the 

whole history of our oganisation. It is true to say that it is during this 

period that the A W Mas accepted as never before as the only serious oppo­

nent to the racist regiae. It is regarded everywhere as a viable alternat­

ive, as an alternative force for future power; by the world, by Africa, and, 

even aore iaportantly, by our own people. . 

This has happened not because people 

have suddenly coae to understand what we 

are and the correctness of our policies. 

It has happened because people have seen 

what we have done in action. People have 

witnessed the calibre of our leadership 

inside the country; of the readiness of 

our cadres to sacrifice even up to the 

point of giving up their lives in the 

cause of liberation. It is this revolu­

tionary practice and not just a revolutio­

nary theory which has won for us this un­

challenged place. 

In the political field our underground 

has grown and has over the period aore 

and aore been able to provide guidance to 

the Bass struggles. In the ailitary field 

we have proved that there is no target 

beyond our reach; whether it be SASOL, 

Voortrekkerhoogte or nuclear power sta-

ti ins. And the connection between the tasks 

of this year and those of last year is 

that we have to build on these very achie­

vements. I he slogan ot united Action is appropriate and is the key because, 

as J have already aentioned, the eneay has, with greater intensity than ever 

before, ewbarked upon the policy of dividing the Black oppressed. Therefore 

the strugle against the Bantustans, against the new constitutional proposals, 

against the Coawunity Councils, is inseparable and indivisible. 

It is not enough to just keep on saying we are one people in one country. 

We have to ensure that we act that way. He have to ensure that the one peo­

ple in South Africa, consisting in the first place of the Black oppressed, 

of the African, Indian and Coloured people, together with truly deaocratic 

whites act as one united force in the revolutionary struggle. It is the 

united action of these forces which is the key content of this coaing peirod. 

son* 
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And in general, although it has been rephrased and reworded it reaains 

basically a continuation of the tasks we set ourselves in 1982, only aore 

so. 

DAWN: One of the basic probleas confronting our revolution is the organisa­

tion of the unorganised sections of our working class and the unification 

of the already existing trade unions. Uhat are the prospects towards the 

realisation of this exacting task? 

SLOVO: Like all projections into the future, the prospects depend upon our 

liberation aoveaent. Left to itself, without the action, participation and 

leadership of our revolutionary aoveaent we cannot expect great things froa 

the growth in the organisation of the Black workers. 1 say this advisedly 

and let ae explain why. 

Me know that there's been an enoraous and unprecedented leap forward in 

the field of trade union organisation in the past few years. It is diffi­

cult even to catch up with the statistics. The last tiae I caae across thea 

there wert already just over half a million Black workers organised into 

trade unions. 1 believe it is not being unrealistic or over-optiaistic to 

say that within a year or two we can expect this figure to juap to over a 

aillion; an iaaense and treaendous ornanised force. 

STRIKE ACTION 
Also as a result or the deteriorating econoaic situation, to which 1 have 

already refered, there has been an enoraous ailitant strike action. And I 

think we can also project in this coaing year that this process will even 

be deepened because the econoaic conditions are going to continue to dete­

riorate, and the workers will of necessity be thrown into struggles to win 

back the wage rise which they have achieved in the past and which have now 

been eroded by inflation and other factors, and to iaprove their conditions 

generally. 

So it is clear to everyone that all this creates an enoraous potential 

for the advance of the revolutionary aoveaent because we know (and we have 

said so over and over again) that it is the working class which is the back­

bone of the alliance of classes which constitute the liberation forces. It 

is the working class which is the only force that will guarantee that our 

victory will lead to real social emancipation, will lead to the abolition 

of that kind of exploitation which is at the foundation of racisa, and not 

to a regiae which will just replace the one set of exploiters for another, 

even though they wight be of a different colour. So we all understand that 

the working, class has this aost profound and fundaaental role to play-

But when we look at the figures of growth in trade union aeabership, or 

even the increase in strikes, we aust understand the deeper aeaning of what 
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is happening. There have been more strikes in the United Kingdom in the 

•-aae period, and in France, than in South Africa. It has not led to any ba­

sic leap forward in the participation of the working class at the political 

level. The Social-Oeaocratic trade unions in Europe are among the aost po 

werful in the world. This in itself, has not led to a revolutionary advance 

of the v.orking class or its ideology. So what I'o trying to say is that on 

its own a trade union aoveaent does not spontaneously generate revolution­

ary politics. It does not necessarily lead to aore advanced revolutionary 

action. The fact that it is there and it is growing, that the workers are 

organised, are eabattled with the bosses, provides an cnoraous potential 

for the future. 

But whether that potential is exploited or not depends upon the politics 

and ideology of trade unionisa. And that in turn depends on our role as the 

revolutionary aoveaent providing guidance and leadership in general to this 

nighty force which is eaerging aaongst the workers. It depends on our capa­

city to inject the right kind of politics and correct thinking into the 

working class. Our job is to help to aake our working class understand that 
it aust go beyond engaging in struggles for higher wages - which we of course 

support, or struggles for better conditions, which we also support. Such 

struggles can become schools for making the working class receptive to a 

deeper understanding of the workings of the systea that they need to over­

throw. But a trade union aoveaent which is not aotivated by correct poli­

tics can also becoae collaborationist, it can become part of the so-called 

reformist lobby in South Africa. 

QubUjanjL Tjujdervt touune WOAACAS* a£teA [o*oviQ.f th/iough urvity. 
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Therefore it depends on you workers in South Africa, and especially on 

the advanced workers. It depends on ourmovement's capacity to connect the 

struggle that is going on, the organisation that is going on with the •ore 

long-tera objectives of getting rid of the racist regime and thesysteiit 

upholds. Finally, trade unionise which is divided (as Black trade unionise 

is in South Africa today) is trade unionise which can be sore easily mani­

pulated by the enemy for the very purposes 1 refered to. Therefore one of 

the additional fundamental tasks which faces all of us is to try to bring 

about a unity between what exists, to go forward in unity, and to create 

the kind of trade union movement in South Africa which will really mould 

the working class into a force which will prove to be unconquerable. 

DAMN: Finally, how do you see the further unfolding of our people's war, 

particularly its Military aspect? 

SLOVO: I'm pleased you used the words people's war because it is these very 

words PEOPLE'S MAR that define our tasks in the further unfolding of the 

armed struggle; Our tasks are more and sore to involve the people in actual 

participation and not just as sympathetic onlookers, not just as masses who 

welcome what we are doing, not just as people who cheer the brave actions 

of our cadres and who weep when any of them are caught and destroyed by the 

enemy. If we are talking in terms of a people's war (as we are) the tasks 

in the unfolding of the armed struggle is to make those words a reality. 

What we have done in the last few years has made this possible more than ever 

before. It has become possible to transform what we are doing into something 

which reflects much more closely the words "people's war". 

I've already refered to some of our great achievements in the operations 

we have carried out. But in every revolutionary struggle we know that the 

very success of your actions (as a result of the use of a specific set of 

tactics) changes the situation and poses new tasks, and even the need for 

new tactics. Comrade President Tsmbo has ooken about this in the recent pe­

riod. He has made it clear in recent speeches (one example is the funeral 

of our comrades in Maseru)that we are now entering a phase in which we 
will have to answer the enemy's murderous and terrorist tactics against ci­
vilians, against women, against children, against unarmed refugees, by more 
than just hitting their economic installations. 

He have been very patient. It is very much part of the history of the 

A?JC (which some have criticised) that it has a lot of patience. For the first 

50 years of its existence it had the patience to organise the people in an 

attempt to bring about a change without illegalities, without violence. In 

the first phase of our armed struggle there has been the patience - and we 

have been praised for it also - to attempt to carry out our activities in a 
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way which ainiaizes the loss of innocent blood. Indeed this burden which 

we have iaposed on ourselves has prevented us froa doing even greater things-

There is no exaaple the eneay car point to when we have killed or aurdered 

a white woman or a white child as they did in Maseru. There is no exaaple 

that the eneay can point to when we have deliberately fired into residences 

being completely impervious about who is in there, even whether the people 

in there have anything to do with the eneay. He have never conducted our­

selves in this way, and we will never repeal the eneay19 barbarities. 

But as the NK Manifesto says: "the people's patience is not endless,11 

and clearly the tiae has coae to raise our struggle to a qualitatively hi 

gher level, beyond aere attacks on installations. 
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