and Determination’

PART 1
- Edwin Mabitse

In this idsue of '"DAWN’ we publish the first of a
series of articles oam the theame mentioned above,
It is hoped that this will serve as a Fitting
contribution to the campaign to sasure the marie-

- ing of the all-important 70th Aaniversary of the
ANC in a bigway. The central purpose of this
occassion is to be the ddwcation of the masses of J

our psople to their roley, ¢to rally them te the
banner of their authentic representative, the ANC, |
in ever groving mumbers. In this coanection, to
make them better able to tranalate into reality
the declared objective of omr national liberatiom
movement of making 1982 the YEAR OF UNITY IN
ACTION, [

In this firat instalment, the author examimes the

roots of Africen Political and Natiomal Conssioun-
ness,

The National Liberation drive in Scuth Africa is gradually
reaching out for sajestio heights., This histeric prog-
ression has been possible thanika to the indespensable pressence
in the van of the popular struggle of the steadfast leader-
ship of the ANC, 1t bhas been a spiralling history with msany
ap excitimg turns which at all times served to emphasise the
iapérative of unswerving commitment to the overthrow of White
minority colopial rule. The ANC has since its inceptien pur-
sued the goal of the liberation of the nationally oppressed
majority uncompromisingly for decade after decade, Today the
organisation continues to be the visidble vanguard of a mighty
liberatory process that is ocurrently threatening the very
pillars of the white minority power establishment.

In order to be better able te appreciate the political
significance of the unfolding liberation war im Somth Afriea
and the dialeoctical growth of the ANC into the forse of matien-
al and internations)l renown that it is teday, the imperative

A Traill Of Courage;
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ia to take a retrospective review of the history of the black
man's struggle againat white supremacy and apartheid. 1t will
then come to light that the ANC rapks as the oldest and perhaps
amongst the most resilient of liberatory naticnal movements thy
continent has ever known., It has behind it a proud record of
struggle which is indelibly inscribed in the hearts and minds
of the oppressed millions in South Africa and the conscious
comminities of the continent at large.

Today, as the ANC begins a year-long campaign in celebra,
tion of its 70th birthday, it has grown into a political giant
that towera high and beyond the horizons of our smbattled
motherland. Both friend and foe recognise it as a significant
constituent factor in the umistakable processes that are asha-
ping the future of Africa and of the world. ;

The ANC aticks out as a symbol of African commitment to
freedom, peace and mocial progreas, Therefore, no moment can
be more opportune to comb the complex yet so inepiring a maze
of hiatorical paths through which the ANC has had to surge,
piloting as it does, an irresistable national movement in its
quest for liberation, independence and an inclusive natiorhood.

BACEGHOURD

From the time the white colonial intruders set foot onour
country during April of 1652, the stage was set to transform
the South of Africa into a theatre of longdrawn life and death
conflicts, between the aborigines and the foreign aggreasors.
What had at first seemed to the Africans to be people from far
away lends flung to our shores by fate, want and distress and
therefore meriting assistance and hospitality, soon proved
themselves to be unserupulous criminals and brigands. The
people were then compelled to change their attitude and take
to arme in defence of their brithright to land and livestock.
Thus was begun a period of fierce conflict and war which domina-
ted the relations between black and white during the early daya
of contact,

The socio-economic advantages of the colonailists which
reflected themselves primarily in material disparity in armes
and munitions rendered ocur pecple vulnerable in the face of a
determined colonial offensive, In spite of the uneven odds,
our psople never gave up ~« they were determined to defend their
land and to keep the white invader at bay.

In this spirit the Khoi-Khoi, the San, the Xhosa, the Zulu,
Basotho and practically all the other African chiefdoms offered
fierce resistance to the colonialists, The covetous plunder
and expropriation of their lard and stock provoked in the hearta
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of the pegple a stromg amtimcolonialist feeling. The very wars
of resistance that raged on for mere thaa two-amd-a-}alf cantu~
res were a mancfestation of a patriotic ertort directed av
thwarting fuxrther encroichment into their territories and to
defeat the diabolic designs of the colonialigts.

The:ultimate s ub.ju ga tion of our people coin-
cided w 1 t h the perioed of industrialisation, P he dis-
covery of gold and diamonds created new and urgmt
demands for areadd ly avallable labeur ammy
for the realisation of the profit objectives of t h e capi-
telist m i n i n g wmagnatea. These gevelopments :hastened

the foreigners' stracegy of turning we colonised into a pool of
oneap lapovur. A Wwhole variety of tactles a n d means were

ugsed to oblige our people to go to the mines and railways

seeking f o r employment, Amonest these, tap-enforcing
laws (s.2. the Glen urey Act)} wery used ay 1T tne very forei-

ble expropriation of the land was not enough to turn ¥ h e
people Intc an optionless nroletariat,

Though there was resistance in varied forws, the proceas
took shaps, and cur yeople emerging from a traditional comswnal
way of life were forcibly being introduced into an industral
mode of life, Therefore the deatruction of the traditional
accial fibre made way for the birth of the African proletariat,
The significance of this process was the bringing together in
the industrial centres of Africans from all tribal groupe in
the country, where under the grinding wheel of capitalist and
colour~defined master=servant relations they began to identify
objectively as one people with a common destiny. This mdisent
ary form of national identity was to further gain impetus as
industrialisation expanded,

RISE OF AFRICAN NAYIORAL CONSCILOUSNESS

The development of national comsciocusness and awarensss
of the historical imperative of unity asruss tribal barriers
and fettering prejudice amongast the blacks in South Africa, ias
a result of long coaplex hismtorical processes, Several factors
influenced the manner and direction of ite unfolding. Although
it can be said to have been largsly a bi-product of thereact-
ive process to racism-infested white colonialiasm, it is not
incongruent to suggeat as one of the factors, the traditiomal
senge of belonging which has nlunyu been characteristic of our

people,

“I) ROLE OF THE ETHIOPIAN MOVEMENT 1
(N.B. refers to the African Churches as unit&d'nndar

the Xthioplanism of Rev, M. Mokone),
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' Ethiopilaniam was perhaps the most signifjicant black mass
movement prior to the formation of the ANC, It was'an atteampt
on the part of Africans to set up their owa churches isdepsnd-
snt of the white ones™ -~ Roux, Time Longer Than Rope, p.77.
Therefore, the launching of the Ethiopian Church was the apex
of the revolt 6f the African converts againgt the racialism of
the missionary churches. By this time many Africans were al.
ready thoroughly agsquainted with the Bible and the interpret-
ation of theological dogmas. They had felt the need to have
their own organised religious comunities and a church that
"would provide a field where they could develop their own {deans
and express their own personalities without having to suffer
the comatant intarference of white missioraries who claimed
superior knowledge and understanding. At the back of it all,
morsover, was the growing feeling of national consciocusness
and revolt against the whitesm, not only in religious matters,
but in everything." ~ Roux, Time Longer Than Rope, p.78.

Thus, reacting to the practices of the white clergy who
sought to maintain colonial relations by extending racialism
and inequality inte the church (which is after all contrary
to Christian ethies), African clergymen started a series of

breskavays from vhite churches attracting and taking with them
large followings:

~Nehenia Tile founded the Tembu Mational Church in 1884, He
had the support of the Tembu chief and of the entire tribe.
~An independent African charch was set up amongst the Bapedi
of Sekhukhuniland in 1889 after breaking away froa the Luthe=
ran Berlin missjon.
-An Africen minister, Kenyane, broke away from the Anglican
Church and organised an independent religious community.
-Rey, Mangens Mokone, together with twenty others, founded the
Ethiopian Church after bresaking away from the Wesleyan in
1892. The church soon spread heyond Pretoria whers it was

formed, establishing contact with othar African churches insid.

South Africa including the AME (African Methodiast Episcopal
Church), a black church of the United States. In this way
the Ethiopian Church was to become the umbrella of most of the
independent African churchea of the day, and perhaps the moast
important of them all,

The expression of resentment of malpractices within the
missionary churches by Africans, initiated a movement of mass
dimensions. The movement appealed to the Christian Africens'
sense of identification in an atmosphere of racial hostility.
In this way it was a political movement whose contributory role
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towards the rise of African Bationmalism and ita futursmellowe
ing deserves spocial appreciation

I1) THE ROLE OF THE INTELLIGENTSIA:

As 1t is well known, the common practice of colonial poliey
everywhere in the world has been to opsn educatior opportunite
ies for a few members of the colonised nations. This has no
genuine philanthropic motivation except for some rare casea,

In some instancea individuals have sought to enlighten the colo=
nised sometimes as enticement for a more ready acceptance of

the coloniger's religion. But history has shown that from
amongat the rapka of the eniightened alwaye spring up great

mer who are committed to the patriotic aspirationa of their
people. We also share such an experisnce, -

From amongst “he few Africans who had the fortune of receiw
ving education in missjionary centres or in ¢olleges abroad,
emerged men of the likes of J.T. Jabawu, ¥, Rubusana, John L,
Dube, Pixley ka Seme, Seldby Msimang and several othere who were
to play important roles at varying levels in the moulding of
African pelitical and national consciousnesa. They took their
inspiration from patriotic identification and huminstarian
concepts which in some cases were inspired by relizious (Christ-
ian) mentiments. Albeit honest representatives of popular
intereats, some had the misfortune of falling victims of libera-
listic gestures and compromises by some of the white pollticians,
Put still they were coumitted to reforming the political systea
in a manner that would benefit the oppressed. Those who remaj-
Ded atrong and level~headed played significant roles in the
political organisations that were formed throughout the country
before 1912. And no leas an important role was played by the
newspapers they launched in exposing the olnoxious comditions
under which the coloniser was foreing our people to acquiesce,
e.g. 'Isigidimi saMaXhosa', launched by Rev. Elijah Makiwane
in 1876: 'Imvo Zabuutsundu'. which came under the editorship
of J.T, Jabavu in 1881, and others.

NBE. The sarly forms of political organisations amongst the
Africans and their significance will be d:l.smuul in
better detail in the next iasuu.



