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STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE OCCASION
OF THE 70th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE
AFRICAN NATTIONAL CONGRESS - JANUARY 8, 1982,

Compatriots;
Allies and democratic supporters of the heroic struggle of the
Saﬂple of South Africag
omrades;
The names of the founding fathers are in the minds of many
of the oppressed people of our country today as we commemorate
the 70th Anniversary of the foundation of the African National

Cﬂngress. One of these, Pixley ka Izaka Seme, had declared in
19063

"THE BRIGHTER DAY IS RISING UPON AFRICA... YES, THE
REGENERATION OF AFRICA BELONGS TO THIS NEW A N D



“U#ERFUL PERIOD. THE AFRICAN PEOPLE POSERS A

COXMON FUNDAMENTAL SENTIMENT WHICH IS EVERTWHERE

MANIFEST, CRYSTALLISING ITSELF INTO ONE COMMON

CONTROLLING IDEA,,, THE REGENERATION OF AFRICA MEANS

I'HAT A NEW AND UNIQUE CIVILISATION IS SOONTO B E

- 00ED TO THE WORLD"™,

in 1911, in a hiestoric clarion call which articulated a
wicely felt need for a united struggle against colonisl demina-
tion in Africa, Pixley ka Seme invited the peoplesof the sub-
continent to meet in conference and, forgetting and burying 21l

past differences and divisions, to discuss and plan together for
their common future,

As an expression of the "regeneration of Afriga" and in
reaponse to the call for united struggle, the most represent-

ative political gath :ring of Africans ever held in the sub=
continent of Africa took place on January 8, 1912, Delegates
and representatives came from all over South Africa and from
other countries of Southern Africa, They included workers,
farmers, peasants;, professionals, journalists, traders, churche-

men, chiefs, members of the African royalty, poets, musicians,
authors.

MOMENTOUS EVENT

The venue of this momentous event was MANGAUNG (Bloemfon=-
tein). Pixley ka I, Seme explained to the assembled delegates:

“*THE WHITE PEOPLE OF TRIS COUNTRY HAVE FORMED WHAT IS
KNOWN AS THE UNION OF SCUTH AFRICA - A UNICN IN WHICH
WE HAVE NO VOICE IN THE MAKING OF LAWS AND NO PART IN
THEIR ADMINISTRATION. WE HAVE CALLED YOU... TO THIS
CONFERENCE SO THAT WE CAN TOGETHCR DEVISE WAYS AND
MEANS OF FORMING OUR NATIONAL UNION FOR THE PURPOSE
OF CREATING NATIONAL UNITY AND DEFENDING OUR RIGHTS

AND PRIVILEGES"Y,
The ensuing debate anddeliberations culminated by aunani-

mous decision in the epoch-making formation of the African
National Congress, The people of Southern Africa had thus
forged a new and mighty weapon of struggle, a regional political
force, a national movement which grew to become part of the
pecple's political life, experience and hiatory, the embodiment
of their deepest belief in the certainty o f victory amd the
exproasion of their identity with the progressive forces of the
world in the pursuit of man's just causes,

Today, 88 we look back over 7 decades of uninterrupted
and principled struggle by the African National Congress to



free our continent and our motherland from the shackles o 7
colonialism, rasism and fascismwe rise inourmillions in salute
of the great patriots who gathered at Mangaung in early Jamary
1912. Among them, were John Langalibalele Dube, Sol Plaatijie,
Walter Rubusana, Sam Makgato, Alfred Mangena, Meshack Pelom,
Charlotte Maxeke, Thomas Mapikela, Edward Tgewu and others.
There were the royal personages who had personally or whose
forebears led the armies of resistance to the colonial occupn-
tion or Africa but who also came to or were represented a %
Bloemfontein to forge a new weapon of struggle, among them:
Solomon ka Dinuzulu of the Zulu, Montsioa of the Barolong,
Lewanika of the Lozi, Letsie II of the Sotho, Labotsibeni of
the Swazi, Dalindyebo of the Thembu, Sekhukhuni of the Pedi.
and Khama of the Tswana,

REGIONAL UNION

The desire, the attempt, to bring to the Bloemfortein
conference all the peoples of Southern Africa, as a first step
towards the unification of the African struggle, was defeated
only by the fact that we were separately subjugated by three
metropolitan powers - Great Britain, Germany and Portugal.
Those who attended came from the British-colonised part of the
region. Today, however, the colonial barriers that separated
us in 1911 have crashed under the weight of the advancing
African revolution. We have become one people with one cause
and one enemy = the S.A, fascists and their imperialistallies,

The African National Congress was conceived as a regional
union of anti-colonial forces and had a distinctly continental
perspective. On the occassion of its 70th anniversary the
masses of the people of South Africa salute their comrades-in-
arms, the people of Southern Africa = the founders of the ANC,

They salute the people of Africa w h o, with the decoloni~
sation of Namibia and South Africa, will have fulfilled their
historic mission to achieve the total liberation of the conti-
nent, thus consolidating a firm foundation for a victorious
struggle against imperialism. The oppressed masses and demo-
crats of South Africa, through the ANC, salute all the world
forces of change, who during the past 70 years, have fought
triumphant struggles against colonialism, racismand fascism.
Within 5 years of the formation of the ANC, the world's first
socialist state came into being. Today a powerful worldsocial-
ist system exists and the prirciples upon which it is founded
win growing acceptance as man develops from his past to his
future.



BORN OF THE PEOPLE

The African National Congress, born of the people, a crea~
tion of Africa's history and experience, hag moved with.the
*‘People and with the times., It was born into the frontline, to
spearhead the people's struggle., Thanks to the dedication of
its members, the great vision of its leaders and the calibre
of its allieg and supporters, it has remained in the frontline
and is now spearheading the final assault upon the last colo-
nial stronghold in Africa. An integral part of a changing
world, the ANC has influenced and has been influenced by the
goclo=aconomic and political transformations that have come
in the course ‘of man's struggle for a better world, It is an
integral part of the world-wide forces that are in fac t
ohanging the world - eliminating its injustices, correcting
its imbalances and introducing anew social, economic and politi-
cal order in which friendship and peace will prevail because
the causes of conflict and war will have heen removed,

On this historic occassion, marking the 70th Anniversary
‘of the founding of our vanguard liberation movement, we extend
our revolutionary greetings and congratulations to all o uzx
people on the great achievements and advances that they have
thus far registered along this long and arduous march to our
gherished goal of natiocnal and social liberation. That goal
is alyeady in sight., We are saying this boldly and confidently,
for our forces of national liberation have never been better
poised for the final onslaught to eradicate the evil system
of colonial and racial oppression and exploitation,

The formation of the ANC, on January 8, 1912, was a n
expression of the future people's power won through protracted
and bitter struggles against the combined Boer and British
colonial enslavement. The ANC was, and remains to this day,
the organised political representative and fighting force for
the attainment of democratic and revolutionary change in our
society, The message that came out of the founding conference
in Bloemfontein, 70 years ago, expressed the collective resolve
of the peoples of Southern Africa w h o correctly perceived

that they were suffering under the selfsame yoke or colonial
tyranny and therefore shared a common destiny. That message
also coincided with the aspirations of mil'ions of colonially-
subjugated Africans throughout our mother continent,

FORERUNNER

If‘ is not accidental that history apportioned to ourregion
the role of a fore-runner in this regard. For it is here that



imperialist domination and colonial occupation had achieved the
most perpicious and disastrous results, and therefore made more
pressing the need to challenge foreign rule and to counterpoise
to it the right of the African people to self determination
and independence, Stretching from that period, the peoples of
Africa have made gigantic strides, with practically the whole
continent having attained political independence and now engaged
in national economic recomstruction to consolidate these gains.
/A few pockets of racial and colonial domination remain,s o o n
to be swept off the surface of the continent,
| Qur struggle, as part and parcel of t h ¢ revolutionary
process that is sweeping across the continent, draws inspira-
‘tion and support from the victories already scored by Africa.
||Our victory over what was at the beginning and remains entren-
ched imperialist domination and white minorityr ul e gw i 11
constitute the apex of Africa's advance to gemuine political
nd economic emancipation. It is equally true that the revolu-
ionary transformations that we have witnessed on the continent
f Africa are also a component part of the broaderg l o ba l
truggle waged by progressive mankind against the dark forces
f imperialist domination over the world and of the exploita-
ion of man by man, At the time of the founding of the A N C,
handful of imperialist powers dominated the T & s t of the
world politically and econdmically. Africa h a d been carved
/up among the grabbing imperialist forces in pursuit of strategic
raw materials, profit, and spheres of influence. Millions upon
millions of people in the colonial and semi-colonial world had
been reduced to objects of unbridled exploitation and producers
of fat profits for foreign masters
Today that picture has changed. It has changed radically
and irreversibly. The sphere of imperialist domination has
shrunk tremendously and contipues to do so ast h e forces of
liberation and social progress grow in size and combativeness.
As a consequence, the balance of forces, both continentally
and intermationally, has decisively shifted in favour of the
forces of independence, democracy and peace. The padinstay of
this world revolutionary process are the socialist countries,
fully committed to the cause of national liberation, the demo-
cratic forces in the capitalist camp, and the national libera-
tion movement: We too, therefore, are part and parcel of this
revolutionary stream that is changing our planet for a better
and happier world to live in,

HISTORIC OBLIGATION

Given this background, therefore, the 70th anniversary of



the African National Congress finds all of us better placed
than we have been before to carry our historic mission to
destroy the apartheid monster and realise the goal of total
liberation of the African continment. It is our historic obli-
gation, as it is that of Africa, united under the Organisation
of African Unity, to fight to achieve this goal, and in doing
so, to contribute to the efforts towards ensuring that the
continent as a whole enjoys peace and attends to the urgent
task of winning economic liberation and raising the living
standards of its people, We are better placed to move forward
because our people are engaged in mass organised action at a
level and with a tenacity unsurpassed over the last seven deca=-
degs. We are better placed to break new ground in our assault
on the enemy because these risen masses recognise clearly,
from practical experience, that the revolutionary struggle in
which they are engaged has one leader and one perspective -
the African National Congress and the Freedom Charter respect-
ively, We are better placed to move in on the enemy because
today we have a popular army, Umkhonto We Sizwe, capable of
speaking to the enemy in the language he understands best,

The early decades tollowing the 1912 founding conference
were times of probing by our Movement to meet the changing
context of the struggle in which new economic and political
forces for change were still in their infancy, Our people had
been finally robbed of their land and all political rights. In
growing numbers they were pushed into the mines and plantations
to produce wealth for South Africa's ruling classe T h i s
marked the emergence of the working class movement in o ur
country, It was from this black labouring section of oux
population that the new forces of resistance came up. The past
70 years have witnessed unending efforts by the working people
to combine and use their collective strength to defeat the
oppressor. In the process confrontations, skirmishes, economic
strikes, boycotts, anti=-pass campaigns, defiance campaigns and
other forms of struggle took place all over the country, All
these served as a practical school for drilling and tralning
our revolutionary forces. Gradually they have grown in strength
and experience and they now pose a real threat to the system
of apartheid, They form the backbone of our striking power,

Already by the late 1940's our young militants, thrown up
by the growing and intensifying struggle, began to chart new
and more effective methods of struggle for the new stage, This
prepared the ground for the massive confrontations of t h e
1950's, the campaign for the defiance of unjust laws, general



political strikes, more anti-pass campaigns and the Congress
of the People that adopted our historic document = the Freedom
Charter, By that period the African National Congress h a d
become a mass movement involving all sections of the oppreasaed
in active struggle, Faced with and frightened by the rising
revolutionary tide, the enemy declared our movement illegal
and detained many of our leaders and activists, For us 1t wasn
a time for reassessment, for the drawing up of a new stirategy
and new tactics to mEet the changine conditions.
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Natal Indian women's delegation to the Congress of the People, 1955,

The administrative terror which the enemy unleashed against
the popular upsurge: the bannings, banishments, beatings, tor-
ture in police cells, hangings and shootings = none of these
have succeeded in neutralising the people's militancy. Instead
they have reinforced our determination to pursue the cause of

liberation. Under the leadersnip of the ANC and its allies

as well as other patriotic revolutionary forces inside the
country, organised political confrontation has grown lmmeasue

rably over the recent past, The underground forces of o ur
movement are entrenched deeper and are multiplying among
the people more than at any stage since the outlawing of our
organisation, The enemy 18 engulfed in a origls of deep propor=
tions and is frantically looking for new ways out of t h i s



political gquagmire,
CURRENT PERIOD

In the ourrent period, our people have begun to reply to
the eneny violence with revolutionary violence, Today our
armed cadros are dealing blow after blow at the enemy in wide-
gpread areas throughout South Africa. The growing sophistica~
tion of these blows, their frequency and their high level of
organisation have inspired our people and fortified their
conviction that our cause shall triumph., The racist regime
itself can no longer deny that they face a future in which grow-
ing wass political upsurge will be more and more complemented
by 1ncreasing armed action by the people, We have reached a
stage where the people have opted for and are joining the armed
struggle as one of the most effective ways to dislodge the
racist rulers from power, Inside our own borders the balance
of forces is gradually tilting in our favour, The voioce of
the mass democratic movement, headed by the ANC and its allies
is winning the hearts and minds of growing numbers from amongst

all the oppressed, pushing [
into growing ipolation the }

diehard racists and fascists,
This movement is not only an
opponent of the apartheid
regime, but has actually
emgrged as an alternative
possy, enjoying the actual
and active alleglance of the
overwhelming majority of our
people. Increasing numbers
from %t he vhite-Oppressor

group are steadily Joining
the stream for political and

social change,

. ig‘hrough our. sacrifices,
_ t _
_enemy mprh;aa{ﬁ:mgfpagﬁuti Punered of Siverion wivg

tlon, we have stubbornly and persistently defended our great
oreation, the African Natisnal Congress, against frantic and
desperate efforts by the enemy to blot it out, We have defen-
ded it because we knew that without it oun collective strength
would cease to exist, without it the prospeets of our captu-
ring power would fade into the distant future, Twenty years
after the oppressor regime declared it illegal, the ANC today
on its 70th Anniversary, is openly aoclaimed as the leader of
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our people, thanks to the imposition by the masses of a new
popular concept of legality which the enemy guns ocannot shoot
out of existence, and which his courts cannot imprisen, B ¥y
'lifting' the ban inthis manner we have asserted ourselves as
the alternative power of our land, the only legitimate power,
because we are the people, the democratic majority whose will
must triumph in the end,

In sharp contrast t o the racists who have sought te
divide our country and people into racial and ethnic compart-
ments, we have upheld the ideal of one country, one people
and one democratic and non-racial destiny for all who live in
it, black and white, The people's determination not to devia-
te from these 1deals remains steadfast and finds expression
in the universal commitment we have made to remain loyal to
the perspectives contained in the Freedom Charter, As there
“can be no compromise between democratic rule a m d racist
tyranny, so must it be that the Freedom Charter, the alterna-
tive political, economic and constitutional platferm ef popular
power in our country, will emerge triumphant.

“UNITY IN ACTION™

After T0 years of unrelenting struggle and building o n
the historic and irreversible gains recorded during these dé-~
cades, we have reached a stage when the process of consolida~
ting bases of popular power ameong the people has beguns, T 0
promote this process, we have decided to mobilise our people
for the oncoming period under the watchwords "Unity in Action",
Our strength lies in unity, and our future advances, in Action,
Without unity we are weak, and without action we remain oppre-
gsed, To move forward we must attack, ACT IN UNITY AND UNITE
IN ACTION, The gains recorded during 70 years of struggle
have, thanks to the great contribution made by the successive
generations of our people, given us the possibility to achieve
such unity in practice.

The motto of unity was inscribed on our battle standards
on the very day of the creation of the African National Cong-
ress. As Seme had declared while organising the first cong-
ress, "We are one people", For their part t h e -delegates
resolved to bring together the oppressed into common action
as one political people., We have therefore striven for seven
decades to build one common nationhood with one destiny. Our
shared experience of collective sacrifices in the struggle for
a common goal have knit us together as one solid block of libe=-
ration. The comradeship that we have formed in ‘the trenches
of freedom trapscending the barriers that the enemy sought

13



to create, is a guarantee and a precondition for our wvictory,
But we need still to build on this achievement, All of ug =
workers, peasants, students, priests, chiefs, traders, teach-
ers, civil servants, poets, writers, men, women and youth,

black and white = must take our common destiny in our own
hﬂ.ﬂdﬂi

On this, our 70th anniversary, we call upon our people
and on our allies and supporters to make 1982 a Year of Unity
in Action with the intensification of our assault on all fronts.
We call upon our working people, the backbone of our liberation
movement to mobilise as never before at the point of product-
ion to build a powerful democratic trade union movement for
the advancement of the interests of the workers and for their
activisation into the struggle for the victory of the mnational
democratic revolution, We call upon our people in tiae bantu-
stans to mobilise and to isolate and destroy the Pretoria
puppets. Let us all fight for a democratic and unified South
Africa, We call upon our youth and students to maintain and
heighten their splrit of resistance, You have already demons-
trated that you are a detachment of greatest courage and hero-
ism. Now, more than ever before, our struggle demands that
you act with supreme dedication and vigour under the banner
of our fighting movement, |

We call upon our womenfolk to raise the cry for vengeance
against those who are murdering, maiming and torturing our sons
and daughters for their participation in our struggle. We call
upon the millions of the oppressed to stand shoulder to shoul=-
der at this crucial hour in our history. The enemy manoeuvres
to sow division in our ranks must be defeated, Our destiny is
one. We call upon those amongst our pecple who have been clad
in police and army unifarms to rethink their role, You have
it within your grasp to choose between dying in defence o© f
apartheid or joining the noble cause of national liberation.
We call upon these in the white community who stand ready %o
live a life of real equality and non-racialism to make common
cause with our struggle for genuine liberation.

OAU
On the occassion of the 70th anniversary of the found-
ation of the African National Congress, itself a product of
the trials and tribulations of Africa's children, we salute
the OAU and the brother peoples of our continent. To all c¢f

them we say the need for us to continue acting in unity in
the struggle to destroy the apartheid regime, the enemy of all



Africa, increases with the intensification of the struggle,
It is the hope of +the millions of your brothers and sisters
held priscner by the Pretoria regime that this year you will,
together with them, +take new initiatives further to advance
our united action,

We salute in particular the brother people of Namibia,
their leader, SWAPO and the People's Liberation Army of Nami-
bia (PLAN), It is to us a matter of proud record thatas early
as 1919, and again in 1946, the ANC sent delegations to Versa-
illes and the United Nations respectively, to fight against the
territory of Namibia being mandated to racist South Africa.

Today the heroic struggle in which the Namibian people are
engaged is itself a mighty contribution to our own liberation,
an expression of a united offensive in which we who suffer
under the common enemy are engaged, We pledge to our fellow
combatants of Namibia that we shall intensify the offensive on
our front so that both our people can secure their emancipa-
tion. We salute the people of Angola W h o have resolutely
sacrificed to sustain and advance the struggle of the Namibian
people, 1n the process, suffering aggression upon aggression
by the fascist regime of South Africa,

We salute also other comrades—in-arms engaged in struggles
to liberate themselves, including those of Western Sahara led
by the Polisario Front, of Palestineled by PLO, of El1l Salvador
led by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, of East
Timor led by Fretelin, of Puerto Rico, Guatamala and elsewhere.
All these struggles together with our own belong to one democra-
tic and anti-imperialist mainstream. Any advances they make
contribute to the furtherance of our own struggle, any advances
we make strengthen the hand of these sister movements which like
us, confront the forces of imperialism headed by the United
States of America, These forces of reaction can see that, the
risen peoples are determined +to bring to an end the epoch of
imperialist domination, They have therefore decided to go on
the offensive against the people, The most backward elements
in world politics, therefore, be they apartheid South Africa,
Zionist lsrael or the reactionary Junta of El Salvador, find
encouragement to hangon to theirill-gotten powerat all costs.

Bu+t in 70 years the world has changed radically. The
peoples © f Africa, of Southerm Africa and of South Africa are
not alone, We too have our allies and loyal friemnds - count -
ries and peoples who share the same vision as we do, who a r e
prepared to carry the burden of struggle together with us, who
recognise that all humanity is diminished and world pease and
security threatened by the continmued existence of the apartheid
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regime, We greet these allies and friends on the occassion of
our TOth birthday. We greet the govermments and peoples of the
gocialist community of nations, the governments and peoples of
the countries organised in the non-aligned movement, the Scandi-
navian peoples and governments, and the anti-racist governments
and peoples of the rest of Western Purope and North America in
the firm belief that we are together committed to act in unity
against those who are committing a crime against humanity, the
apartheid regime,’

SANCTIONS

The year of the 70th anniversary of the ANC has been pro-
claimed by that august body, the General Assembly of the United
Nations, as the year of mobilisation for the implementation of
sanctions against apartheid, We urge that all those who truly
wish to see ah end to the inhuman system of apartheid should,
acting in unity, seize this opportunity to ensure that the Pre-
toria 1regime is isolated as never before, Failure to do this

will condemn our people and those of Southern Africa in parti-
sular and, in the end, the rest of the world, to a terrible

blood=-letting that will forever remain a blot on © h e cCOnNs-
gience of the entire humanity.

Today we commemorate with deserved pride the 70th anniver-
gsary of our national union. This is a historic occassion which
has been made possible by the sacrifices which our people have
made throughout these years and the support of the world demo-
~cratic movement, From Port Blizabeth and Bulhoek to Sharpe-
ville and Soweto and many other widely dispersed points in time
and space between, our people have laid down their lives in the
struggle for our liberty and in pursuit of the goals for which
the ANC was founded, On Robben igland, in Kroonstad and Preto-
ria are locked away leaders of our people, both young and old,
men and women, black and white, heroes and heroines to whom the
liberation of the people is wortih more than their own.lives,

On this historic occassion we raise our banners in salute of
all these martyrs and patriots and pledge to remain true + o
their example and steadfast in the execution of their command
that we saeize power from our eppressors,

In their name and that oz the Natvional Executive Committee,
we greet the entire membership of the ANC and Umkhonto We Sizwe
and cnarge that they carry the tasks facing all of us with such
honesty, courage, dedication and discipline as befit all true
revolutionaries, In their name and on*behalf of the Natiocmal
Executive Committee we command all these revolutiomaries and

14



urge all other patriots to unite in action, to act fo: iy
and, as one, to lead the people in united action,

In the name of the founding fathers, i n +{he nan. ot
the martyred heroes of our people, and in the namec of £ I -
leadership of the African National Congress, we call upon oul
people to observe 1982, the T0th Anniversary of the form: ian
of our national union, as the Year of Unity in Action,

Let this be the year of the most powerful offensive that
our\ country has ever seen, Let this be the year of our great-
est'unity in action, Let this be the year o £ a great leap
forward to the threshold of wvictory.

LONG LIVE THE YEAR OF UNITY IN ACTION

LONG T.IVE OUR GLORIOUS FZOPLE'S MOVEMENT, THE AFRICAMN NATIONAL
CONGRESS!

MAATLA KE A RONA{

AMANDLA NGAWETHU!

KE NAKO, MAYTHLOME!

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
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