Combination of
Forms of Struggle

- BORIFI NTATHELA

(A DISCUSSION OF THE RELATION BETWEEN VIOLENT
AND NON-VIOLENT TACTICS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
SOUYH AFRICAN STRUGGLE),

For cemturies our people have laboured at the receiving
end of the whiplash of white minority rule. BReacting to this
brutal system they have employed varying means of struggle
including armed ones (the wars of resistance raged on for more
tham 250 years). When the African National Cengress was
launched in 1912 it was reselved to empley omly peaceable and
nen-violeant means feor the attainment of its popular objectives.
Such an approach was dictated by the objective demands of the
times - in particular, the belief in the possibility of white
epinien bending in favour of non-racialism as a result ef
political and moral pressure emanating from African ergamisa-
tion, had a decisive influence on the choice of metheds eof
struggle.

For almost half a century, the ANC pursued this nom-
violent policy despite meunting repression and naked terrer
unleashed by successive gevermments of the Unien. The bamning
of the ANC in 1960, against the backdrep of the 'Treasen
Trial'' and the Sharpeville Massacres, marked the clesing ef a
chapter., The gevermment was closing all avemues of peaceful
struggle., By werd and deed it was resolutely pushing the re-
luctant masses to the ealy altermative left; Armed struggle.
This unavoidable outceme was forced by the enemy himself. Thus
the time had come, as in the words of the "MK Manifeste,

".eo When there remaim(ed) two choices: Submit or fight",
people chose to fight because the alternative designed ti
denigrade, humiliate and strangulate us,

THE CONCEPT OF VIOLENT STRUGGLE

The political struggle is the main and basic form since it
evolves out of the pursuit of settlement of pelitical cemtra-
dictions., In this coantext war becomes a concentrated pelitic-

al struggzle by ether means including violence. "War is a
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continuation of pelitics by other means", Lenin stated. Vie-
lence is therefore net a new nor independemt methed ef strug-
gle but is supplemeatary to and in fact part of the pelitical
struggle. "When we talk of revolutionary armed struggle we
are talking of pelitical struggle by means which include the
uge of military force” states the Strategy amd Tactics ef the
ANC, This explains the meed for the total subordination ef
the military struggle to the political struggle. Further-
more, not all pelitical actions are armed actions. Im our
conditions the armed strugglé amd the political struggle are
basically ome and complement one another. This means that the
adeption of armed struggle dees net mean the rejection ef ether
political metheds of struggle, that is strikes, beycetts,
protests, etc.

The ememy has te be dispersed and engaged en all frents;
in the battlefields, facteries, mines, farms, scheels, chur-
ches, etc. A fighter against apartheid is net emly that eme
whe carries a gum. We do net share the belief that a few
brave amnd death-defying individuals can lead a revelutiem to
victory. Armed actions cannot be victerious without pepular
mags backing, Insurrectiemary conditiens will only arise with
the imtemsification ef the mass struggle and whem the ever-
whelming majority ef the peeple are cemmitted te armed siruggle
as the only way te overthrow the apartheid regime.

THE ENTIRE PEOPLE ARE FIGHTERS

The weorkers, the vanguard ferce in the mational liberatien
struggle, must imtemsify their fight against govermmeat cemt-
rolled trade uniens, fer the establishment of pregressive
and genuimely werking class trade umiem organisatiems. They
must make effective use of the strike weapon in demanding
higher wages, a sherter werking day amd better working cemdi-
tiens. Strikes will sabetage the preduction of war material
and supplies amd cripple the maintenamce of the enemy's mili-
tary forces, render them even more weaker in the face eof eur
armed forces., Fer ce-erdimatien and grewth of the werkers'
actions from factery amd single working place te industrial
and natienal level, the vanguard role of the experienced and
time-tested SACTU is vital, On the white farms tee, farm
labourers must ferm umions and fight te destroy the imhuman
conditions im the white farms. Civic pelitical erganisatiens
like the Pert Elizabeth Black Civic Organisation (PEBCO) have
to be set up im all cormers of eur country and challenge all
meves by the ememy em issues of local and immediate interest
like rent increases, mass remevals, etc. Student bedies must
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continue  their beycetts, pretests and demonstratiens agaiast
the apartheid educatiomal system. In the reserves the land-
starved peasants must ferm their own erganisations and fight
for land, The demand for land must be accompanied by acts of
occupatien when appropriate. The black middle strata, indi-
vidually and through their associatiens, have a vital rele te
play. They have little prespects of grewth under apartheid
rule and therefore their future is inseparably linked with
that of the people as a whele.

All these are tributaries of the revolutionary mainstrean.
Tnis makes mags mebilisation net only a matter of tactic but
the very cormersteme of our revolution. Our mevement must
always strive te raise the masses to higher and higher revelu-
tionary involvememt by, ameng other means, giving direction te
the existing legal and semi-legal erganisations., All chances
for legal and semi-legal stiuggle have to be utilised to the
full to heighten the conscieusness of the people and raise
their will te resist. The rele of these organisations is con-
vincingly expesed by the rising militancy ef the student
movement. DBut the struggle by all these ferces sheuld ulti-
mately cross the boundaries ef local and immediate imterests
and grew into the demand for the transfer of power to the
oppressed majerity.

It is with this understanding thit our liberatien alliaamce
headed by the ANC has always called en our peeple te form mass

organisations, Our mevement has always called
en eur people to build and support their illegal erganisations,

the ANC, SACTU and the SACP, These calls wers net just empty
calls but were and are still coupled with action despite the
risks and dangers our underground workers have to face. Our
underground machinery gave assistance, direct amd indirect te
the best of its capacity te the 1973 strike movement. It was
ne accident that the ANC slegan "AMANDLA" was a passwerd te
differentiate friemd frem foe during the 1976 student revolt.
There's indisputable evidence illustrating that the leaders
of the Uprisings always turmed te activists of the ANC fer
advice and leadership, We have and still continue to assist,
advise and seek unity of action even with organisatiens which
do mot fully agree with our strategy. We congratulate aad
suppert them im all their actions directed against the aystem
fer we understand all battles against apartheid to be part ef
the overall war against racist tyranay. These organisatiens
can play a crucial rele in the struggle, providing the revo-
lution with yet another impertant foundation for future bat-
tles. The sacrifices made by our movement in the
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face of numerous risks and difficultires are y-elding pesitive
results. The leading reole ef the liberatien alliance headed
by the African Natienal Cengress is getting te be recegmised
and accepted by all forces inside our country.

ARMED & UNARMED MEARS

Military operations of any scale are conceivable emly in
a politically faveurable atmesphere provided by mass pepular
struggles. By mass pepular struggle we do not mean that the
masses are onleekers struggling peacefully whilst a greup ef
prefessienal armed men are engaged in a war., A peeple's war
means that the masses are brought to the understanding that
they are Umkhonte we Sizwe and vice-versa. The masses engage
the enemy with all means at their dispesal., Cemrade Thabo
Mbeki, a member ef the National Executive Cemmittee of the ANC
peinted eut: "It is a struggle of the masses of the people
and the masses eof the peopls teday can enly engage with the
enly thing they've get im their hands, the strike weapen...
Tomorrow those masses of the peeple will have guns im their
hands and they will use beth guns and the strike umtil that
fascist regime is destreyed," This means that under the guid-
ance amd leadership ef the ANC and eur peeple's army, Umkhonte
we Sizwe, we must de mere than demand, we must apply revelu-
tionary vielence in the moble cause to uproot white mimeority
rule,

To bring this about it is necessary te complement eur
people's mass struggle with erganisedattacks ef Umkhente we
Sizwe. Such attacks imject confidemce in the masses by demen-
strating the capability ef the revelutienary forces to succes-
sfully emgage the ememy em his ewn ground., Furthermere they
inject a feeling ef security in the masses. The masses of
eur people get te realise that Umkhonto we Sizwe is there te
defend them against all repressien, be it pelice, army, admi-
nistration effices er empleyers.

The explesiens which recked two meter car plants im Dur-
ban, Parcs fer Peugeet amd McCarthy Leyland, are, im the
werds of Comrade Presjident O.R. Tambe: "... geing
te teach the empleyers that it is impelite to sack werkers
vhe go on strike.," The relation of our attacks to issues mest
affecting the people will gshow the people the relatiom between
their everyday mass struggle and armed struggle and how the
fermer can grew imto a mation-wide armed struggle.

The Aati-Republic Day campaign, the mest erganised and
national campaign in the past two decades, was accempanied by
a series of attacks en gevermment installatiens like the Durbaam
gouth power sub-statiom, the rail link near Cettondale im the



north-eastern Tramsvaal and many more. Cemmenting on the rele

of these actions by our armed units Comrade President O.R.
Tambo said:

"The armed units of the ANC, members eof Umkhonte
we Sizwe - the Spear of the Nation - sharpened
and gave a cutting edze to the people's pretests
at the celebratiens. Umkhonto added a qualita-
tive element te the massive dimensions of the
beycott. The Spear of the Nation is the Spear
of the People, it is as strong as the people and
it will relemtlessly pursue the geal of libera=

tien through the people and as an integral part
of the peeple."”

But the complementary rele is net one-sided. Mass actiom must
@lso complement the actions of eur People's Army, The vielemnt
clashes between the werkers at SAS(L2 'ind 3 and police, twe
weeks after the heroic attack on the plants by the combatants
of our People's Army, is an example to be follewed by all our
people.

Let us also point out that the combination of the twe
methods does net mean a mechanical combination on a 50150
ratie. We hLave seen victerious armed struggles without imtem-
sive military battles in the past. The Great October Secial-
ist Revelution in Russia is one, This means that the revelu-
tionary forces, in combining the two method: of struggle
alwvays seek ways that serve the demands of the situation best.
(N.B. Emphasis is yet on a powerful, if not superier people's
army, for in the final analysis "ne revolutio~ is worth any-
thing if it cannot defend itself.") There's also a need te
constantly guard against ever-emphasis of either of the tweo
methods of struggle at the expense of the other. If empha-
sis is on legal unarmed actions, the masses, unable te defend
themselves when the enemy unleashes his terror, will inevitably
be gripped by fear and once again a 'lull' will be the result.
Emphasis on armed struggle smacks of militarism andmay lead to

the separation of armed people's struggle from its political
context,

THE WAY FORWARD

Our movement, the ANC, has shown its capability te lead
the South African revolutien teo its victorious end. Skilful
coubination of armed and unarmed struggle, a line pursued by
our movement with so much adherence, has yielded positive amd
inspiring results. The popularity of our movement inside the
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country is grewing daily. Even seme circles in the ememy
ranks are stating openly that there can be me solutien to the
South African preblem without the ANC,

The prespects of a mew Seuth Africa are brighter tham
never before. We have the basis for elevating the revelutiea-
ary struggle higher amd higher. Our task is te make these
pesitive develepments irreversible, even with our bleed if
needs be. Heightened mass actiens coupled up with intemsive
military eperations will lead to mature insurrectiomary cem-
"itions, a pr-lude to a victorious revolution.

THE RACISTS
WILL FAIL!

- MBEKO STOFILE

The liberation process in Angola was fellewed by the
Seuth African boer-fascigts with utter bitterness amd dis-
taste. Comnsequently the attainment of indepemdence by this
hereic country im 1975, after many hazardous and bitter years
of bloodshed of an anti-colonial war, was received with great
anger by the a_artheid rulers. Allied to this was a satanic
resolve to actively engage in a campaign to upset the revelu-
tienary transfermation of the country. Even before the pre=-
clamation of independence on the 1lth November of 1975, racist
South Africa aided by thousands of mercenaries invaded Amgela
on the side of Angolan separatist bandit groupings - UNITA and
FNLA. The censequeat course of events, characterised as they
were by much bleodletting and carmage has been much publici-
gsed. It was during this period of a serious threat against
the independence of the Angolan masses, a period of intemse
crisis and war, that the real allies of the eppressed peeples
assisted the heroic Angolan people to thwart the reactionary
designs of imperialism by repelling the invaders with heavy
lesses.

Since this time the racists, have empleyed all sorts ef
ruses, pretexts and slander, seeking to justify their umpre-
voked and dastardly raids into the southern regions of the
People's Republic of Angola, This most bellicose campaignm
against the peace, independence and intergrity of the young
republic has simce been pursued with unbridled persistence.




