Organise or Starve

An extract From A Radio Freedom
Interview With Comrade

ELI WEI NBERG

suestion: Well, ths raciszts are saying fthat these oirikss are
czused meinly oy rising expeczﬁu_ gng of the 2fricer wollkers
bacause of wral Zoina rnss beern saving bty way of reforns, sic,
is that sof?

Cie, Tli weinverg: Tsli, what gxmeciationz carn the Africen
wor=ers nave? Iou kmow, They sTruck 27 very oonailerztlie zz20rie
fice ani ccst in e szrxly TOs. ire strikes of 1972, 197% znd
1974 zizo on 2 very immernsze scale, Drougnt Them soce benefizs,
Iney got somg inerezses in wages, DBut in the severn yesrs zinc
then, *these gelins of ths workers have been eroded Uy the increa-
sed cost of livirg., <oday tne res: wages 0of ine worgsrs awe
vetwsen 1551 <o 205 lower thaxr thnav werse in 1973 zni thet iz 4in
expectation tnes African workers czrn :ave from ire regize in
Joutn ifrica, ihe expectzition of lower anl lower wages, OF
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it is dovione :: the workers i
ever. Thelr mezgre ztaniard of livirg of +oi -
it unless they ﬂrganise. Ang that the 1esaon
snieh the Souin African Congress of Trades Unions
has been teaching tne workers of South africaz
fver gince its foundaiicn, We had Just publishes
g, aistory of I:CTY, 25 years of “*star}* It is
eriitled "Organise or Starve", anc that was th
gloger: of SACTU when SACTU care out with the
Pound (£1) a day campeign way back & gusrter of
a century 2g0, Organise or starves if vou don'st
organiss you will not achieve ar"th;ﬂg. And

hne workers are iaking up this lesson today,
thay are building their unions, hnﬁb are inc-
reasingly becoming active in demsirling nigher
wages and b et t er conditions

duestion: In what soxrt of practlcal way snoulé they crganize
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ic trais unions over vihich they kave rark and file control an
they must exercige thelr demands, exarcisze thelr infiuence
through the dexoccratic organiszation of their irads union, Of
course, thiey must 2180 wnderstand thiz is vasie in reazl trade
unicnism as we nsve zeen wWith wages since irn the lanst

geven or eight year You canrot nairiain youxr gaing ..., under
the existing conditions of vowen whsrs tide employers have full
poilitical power an the worksrs h&v& no political power; they °

will be loosing all the time and therefore part of the strug-
he workers, part of puilding their uwnions is to cont-
ribute fto the struggle foi polizical power,

ACTION

Juasgticrs Thm racist regime has bgen meeting the actions of
Lhe workers 11y by szciing them or putiing taen o the
hantustans-&r airlng trzde wiicn Lu7ders, in the cass of

FO2ATY hw s capatility tc collizc: fusds both locally and
brosd, H ﬁ-ahﬂ wld the Trede Unious rect to this type of
tr rong~axri tzctics of the racist rosine,
Cde, Eli Wei ﬂberg Cuar whole history ras chown that the repre~
s
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fon exercised by the racist regime will not stop the growsh
thf Trade Union movement. The dbannings, the detentions, the

arrests we've had them on an inereasing scale since the sixties.

After tThe tamming of thes African Fational CTongress, the whole-
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exesutive of SACTU v . .amned and restricted. HEvery official,
every organiser was banned and resivicted during the late 903
and ea r 1y 708 they imprisoned many of our peopls s..
they tortured them, they killed some »f ocur leaders buib the
movement is going on, the moverent is growing., They are sscke
ing workers and putting them on buses and sending them back Lo
the bantustans. What are they doing? They are exporting the
revolution to the bantusians, because these workers are going
to go back into the bantugstans with militant spirit which they
ve and they will teach those workers who are coming from the
hantustane back intc the urban areas to work, The Bouth Afri-
can Congress of Trade Unions has declaved 1980 The Year of ths
Workera. We took that decision at the end of 1979, And what
has happened in 19807 1980 has been the Year of the Warkers,
the workers have taken up this idea of the Yeaxr of the Workers,
1 am not gaying that we had directly influenced it but SACTU is
conscicus of the wishes and the will of the workers and it has
‘been proved and the workers have exercised that will during
this year 1980, fin the masmive sirikes all over the place. So
repressions will not stop the working class movement,

HIGHLIGHTS
gosstiont Spesicing about SACTU what wouid you say now ithat it
iz 245 years old., What would you say are the highlights of its
past YE&I‘E?
- Cde Eii Weinbeng: I think that the best story to tell about
SACTY is this new history that we have just publisbed, YOrgan-~
ige or Starve", which is not only s history of SACTU., 1t iz =2
history of the efforts of sacrifices, of the endeavour of tens
of thousands of workers whe have given their lives, their enerw
gles, their blood in order to build the 4rade ynion movemens.
- BACTU has & magnificent record of achievement., It not only
built Brade unions and crganised the workers In mass campaigns,
it conducted the famous Pound a day campaign. Even in recent
years® SACTU issued out demands three years ago to the emplovers
for higher wages and better conditicns and for the whole serials
of demands affecting the lives of the pecple. We ave serving
new demands on the swuployers right now this year. New demands’
for increased wages, improved conditions and su on, We are
initiating new organisiug drives fto build the trade vnions of

the unorganised workers, To bring the unorganised workers
inte the trade oy m 3}
$ ¥We are wnrkqfing ﬂﬁlmzfﬂm up the organisations of unemp—
loyed workers who are without protection whatsoever, the black
unemployed workers of whom according ' the very conservative
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“estimates of ﬁhﬂ dﬁpiﬁﬁlist press there are over 2-million al-
ready and the mumber is growing. Thaose workers hawe to be
organised in order to protect their interests and that is one

- of the tagks which SACTU has set itself in the near fulfure and
we are hoping to achieve thai by mass mobiligation of the
wockers, by getting the workers themselves to take the initia-
tive as they have been doing - in building the organisations and
in adwvancing their demands. You know when we apeak of SACTU, we
can't speak of the organisation in  isolation from the people,
the Basctho have a very good prowverb, they say: "MORENA KE
 MORENA KA RATHO", that is, "no chief without pecple™, that

ig : "no SACTU without people®., SACTU can only be an organisa=
tion if it has the support of the people and that is what we
are aiming at, building up maes activity, activising the people
and intengifying their activities in their own interestis. -

| ' REGIME

Question: Well, coming to the regime itself, it seems to Dde
having some kind of problems among themselves, I mean the
racists, especially in the Naticnalist P a x t y There have
been significant factions, one led by the Prime Minister, Piet
Botha, and apparently supported by the racist army. And the
other led by Andries Treurnicht, that is the leader of the «
Nationalists in the Transvaal, And the other is the vanquish- .
ed, led by Jchannes Vorster, Mulder and the rest, NGK itgelf,

I t alego hag &a serious crigig of cons-

- cience as shown by members defecting, some leading menbers of -
NGK defecting, and generally some internal problems, spiritual
- problems so to say. And even the racist army suffering from
defections, desertions and even mutinies, And the Broeder-
bond had stood up and criticised the racist Prime Minister
through its leader, Boshoff, Now given all this situation
within the raci.zts themselves, can you say that they are able
to bring climges Lo South Africa that can meet the situation

a2 they claim they are able?

Cde, Eli Weirtere: The question of whether these cabinet
changes are zsignificant or not, depends on how one looks at it..
They are not significant from any point of view of change, They
are significant from the point of view that they indicate a
degree of panic amongst the »uling circle. You know in the
last six—-seven months, Botha has advanced six different consti=-
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tutiv.el proposels. 11 adarces ome thing dlscaxds ity It Givences

another thing discards it,becavee the people ave yejecting
theze alhornatives, These cebinet changes ave of no signifi-
canne as far as the ruling zivele in South Afvics is concerned,
they kuow very well that their system is doowmsd, ihat apsrthweld
will £a1l, that it will come to an end. What they =yve frving

%0 do de to delay and to mainizin the aystem of white sopreracy

of white donination as 1 0 n & as possible, for the purpozes
f the exploitation of the majexrity of the pzople, the black
working class, the Tlack warking people. That iz the mein pure
pome, WNow we mist look et it from the point of view of what
ig the rezl answer., Ave lhese cabinet changes going to pro-
Auce any changes or waet is T tkhat is geing to produce reul
ahanges?

v CABINET
- Az far ac the eabinet minigterd are concernsd, the Ybig
sapiiziigts in Southk ifrics, the wealthy peemle, thelr solie
tion whar apasrtheid falls ix already prepared a long tine 2g0.
They have put away mouey, soried awsy money in Swiss Banks,
- they have bought land in Latin é.mer.lca, they can g0 awave. DT
Ctne Afydkaner white working ¢lass has no place o go. For
them South Africa is the omiy place,Their buogusgsis not spoken
in any other part of the world, they have no tles with any
vibher part of the world, they bave no {inancis] resources o
TUN BWaY, B0 leawe the country. S0 they arve faced with one
alternative, apartheid, or what we oifsr ther, It offers then
and theiy children, itheir future, what dess it offer thew? It
_ Ifﬁx‘ﬁ them :inﬁeem:i‘*;r, G{}ntlnllﬂllﬂ praﬁawes, rifis, f‘vm*i:m;zs,

h"hat o we in the &i‘ricam }eﬂ*‘“i&rﬁﬂ Gﬂngeeaa offer th&:;a? Ve

sffer them demooracy, pescs, seewridy, peaceiul .{.rm.rg Pl
ther with all the people in Bouth Africa,. Equal opperiunities
for all the peﬂpl&ﬂ of Bouth 4frica. 4And, they will hawve %o
make upy thedr mind to choosze, Bedwesn apartheid which mears
continusug insecurity for tnew and the Freelom Charter which

" &ffers thenx free and demooryatiz South Africa, That iz the

i decisive and the sigpificant question that is posed for the
-white working people of South Afrdca. For the capitalist they

can find their own soluticn, they will run away. But the worke

ezs can't mm away, . they have to giay there and they will have
- Aouamake up their mind to make: their pesce with the liberation
movenent, This is not just something that we offer them ont of
goodwill or enything like that. It's the ﬂnly historisal solne
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tion which hi-tor, gives them. Thls hEE happened in D?her;mxts
of the world, it has happened in Mozambique, it has happened in
Angole, it has happened in Zimbabwe and that is eventualy the
answer for the white people in S o u th Africa too
that sooner cv later we woulc be having a Muzcrews in South
Africe?
Gde, Wli Weinbexg: 1 think thai the Muzorewzs are finished,
Yuu_kngw_the'%uzarnwas don't represent the mzgs of the people,
You can gee vhaet happered in Zimbabwe: where the peaple voted
for those who ccndveted the armed siruggle and ageingt the
Muzerewas ~ the traitors, the sell-cuis, the HEG—GUlGHialth
gervants, Feople like [uxzorews represent the drean of the
agpiring capiteligts who would like to mairtain the exploit-
ation of the masses of tke blacks and take part in that exploi-
tation, and get ashare of it., Put the majority of the black
mniddle claﬁaes have nc stake in sgpariheid. It is ftrue that the
pregent systen 1s offering them advancement., They are susgest-
ing that ir the bantustans they will have scepe for developing,
for tuilding up capitalism and g0 on, but the middle classes do
know very well that tlke moment they malk cut of their bed=
rooms or out of t:keir skops, when they walk out initc the streests
it doesn't matter whether they are capitaliste or whether they
are professiona’s or whei they are, thﬂ nearest white policemsn
will stop them and ask for their pass. They are black and that
is why the Muzorewas have got no chience. The black middle -
cless have got no hope of competing against the sultinational
co-operations these days. You know some black businessmen
opened supermarkets in Sowetc or somewhere, It tock them
three yeareg of plamming, of fighting in getting licences, in
getting the ground and so on and wihen they had gone as far as
building the supermarket a g,rnup of white capitalists opened
a hyper-market on the other s 1 d e of the fence; and they i
can't compete agairst trat.

In terne of the Freedom Charter we will oper up facilities
for all race« on an egqual hasis, But under monopoly oczpitslism
thoge facilities 8o not existe.e ’

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL!



