THE CUBAN EXPERIENCE
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The explosion of historical necessities in Cuba was the
product of the tireless efforts of all patriotic forces united
not in worés but in action, The Cuban revolution was a furthe
confirmation of the fact that imperiaiism was and is on the
retreat and the forces of progress are on an offensive,

Bourgeoie theories like that of geograpkical fatalism;
that commnists are interested in vorld wars because it is
only under the conditions of such wars that social revolutions
can ve successfull etc., were blown up into piecas in the
first liberated territory in America. '

How was a revolution successful barely 120 kilometres awa)
from the hesdguarters of the forces of reaction? Fow was gue-
rrilla warfare successfullv conducted cn an island? To answey
these questions, one has to examine both the objective and sud
jeetive faotors that prevailed internally and externmally espe-
cially from the forties.

NEO-COLONY

The struggle of the international working class reached
new levels in the forties, Conditions of the working class
were deteriorating., The atruggle 1 e 4 to the emergence of
gsocialism as a world system after the victory over YVazism,
Cuba had been US neo-colony since the proclamation of the re-
public in 1902 following the withdrawal of colonialist Spain,
The governments of Batista (1940-44)3 of Grau (1944-48); and
of Carlos Prio (1948-52) w e r e defending the dollar powes
at the expence of the Cuban masesea, The army of reservelabor
consisted of 600,000, thoisards were kicked out of the 4
remaining lan? by the landlords, the working class was ruthe
lessly exploited, illiteracy, unhygienic conditions, embezzle
ment of public fundz, hling prostitution and vice were
everywhere., The opposition bourgeois political parties
sufficiently exposed themselves that they were incapable of
coping up with the situction and that they were neither a
solution'nor an attempt to a solution,

The Communist Party founded in 1925 ‘dnd all other pat-
riotic forces were severely persecuted, but they held high
the banner of the revolution.
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COUP D’ETAT |
Undér these conditions, it proved easy for Batista yackeﬁ
r US imperialism, which was already not happy with PﬂlltiFal
welopments in Cuba, 10 organise a military coup d'etat 1in
352, The Giscredited Prio and his kenchmer did not offer any
asistancé. Reactionary trade union leaders gided with Mtisha.
ne coming into power of Batista meant further huniliation and

isery t0 the masses,
Given all these corditions, the revolution became both a

aceszity and a possibility. The racognition of the necessity
f the revolution is necessary but not sufficient. It is nece-
o point out how revolution should be wmade under specl-

gary _
ic gunditiﬂns, In Cubz all otkexr forms of struggle had been

xhausted. There was no choice but to embark on armec strug-
e,

ANNOUNCEMENT

On the 2oth July 1953, young revolutionaries led by
gel CaStro—fnz, atlacked the second biggest military instal-
+tion in Santiago de Cuba, the Moncada Garrison. The aim
this action was to capture weapons and to zrm the masses
d to announce the new formw of struggie, the armed gtruggle,
¢ migsion failed {o schieve its main objective. But not
ways are tactical setbacks a synonym of defeat. Some of
hose who participated in Moncada were killed and others like
del were arrested, The enemy became wore vicious, The Mou-
da programme united all the patriotic forces against Batista,
en Fidel was put on trial he exposed the brutality of the
eny, After he had been sentenced, there were popular demons—
iatianﬁ demanding his immediate release, |

In 1955 the workers' struggle reached great hneights a n d
he natjonal campaign for the release of political prisoners
orced the enemy to respond positively to the demznd of the
L S5€8, |
r After the release of Fidel and his comrades, active poli-
deal wozk was done among tre masses, IMunds to huy weapons and
© maintain the struggle going wers collected among the mas-
Fs. Tnis activity helped the revolutionaries to check if they
ere in close contact with the wasgses or not, Al the same time
t gusranteed that the struggle was for the masses and there-
ore ii should be financially maintained by the ma s s e s
nemselves. Underground cells were formed throughout the coun-
y. Home~made bombs, wniforms and food for the guerrillas
re prepared by the underground cells.
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ridel and nis comrades left fur lexico., They bougnt a
smaill ozt .iEEhEﬂ ard weapons., rIran< reie, the leader of the
underground nachinery, preparel irha wasses for thée general
pepular uprisingy on the day o the lan*iﬂg of Crenma, Under-
ground NeWsPAPLT'S end radio gtation, Ralio Rggﬁzte, were esiad
lisned To maintain constant close centact with the masszes, The

o

student moverent leld oV zZgheveriz rneld rezuler contacts with
ths July ecth ‘ovement.

Cn *he C*h lovencer 1996, the general uprisings whicl
were intended 1o ccincide withh the larding of Grazma t00K
placs, Eut due teo bad weather conditions, Granra landed two
days later than scheduled, On the 5th of December 1956, the
baptisn of fire took place. The guerrillas sufferec heavy
bombardnent from the enemy. They lost their boat, weapons, pra
vigion and 70 fellow-combatants, The remnaining twelve tactic-
aily retreated to the Sierra Maesira mountains, where they
lickeG thelr wounds and re-organised tnensslves politically
and militarily, With the -Mp of the rural popu~
lation, ‘*he rebsi army with Fidel at its head, steadily
recovered, Insy became tne nucleaue of the future pecple's
ariay, Revolutionary Armed Forces of Cuba,
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The military action and the social and mags struggle were
osely linked togethexr in their conceptions from the very
ginning, While the guerrillas were daily annihilating the
emy forces, the workers and peaﬁants wers also weakening the
oromic sphere of the énemy,

The sustained teachings, the lessons and example of the
mrunists had contributed to the spreading of Merxism~Lenine-
m, This became an attractive and un i q w e doctrine for
ny young revoluticnaries rising to political conscicusness.
th time, the people themselves were to discover the © pro-
und truth of the doctrine of Marx, Engels and Lenin, T h is
es not suggest that all members of the revolutionary movement
re communists, but Marxism-Ler:inism was the way of thinking

its main leaders, HMost of its members were coming from the
or families, i,e, workers and peasants,

UNITY

One of the fundamental problems of armed struggle is to
untain wiity within the movement - unity in ideology and in
ganisation which will guarantee unity in action., There muat
e unity in action between urban znd rural combatants., There
ast be unity between the exiled leadership and the leadership -
A enemy prisons. There are moments when the urban combatants
elt that they are more important because they suffer the
unediate repriszls of the enemy. This tendency can be very
angerous if the movement does not eliminate it before it lakes
pot.

In Cuba there were moments when there was no solid unity
atween guerrillas on trhe mountains and combatants in tke cities
specially the students' movement., This did not only evalve
vound tactical questions but also the question of the parti-
dpation of the Communist Party in the armed struggle., 1In
ome instances urban combatants organised populzsr strikes withe

ut correct co-ordination of work and as a result those strikes
ere not successful. Distinguished leaders sometimes are pro-

uced and tested during difficult periods of the revolutionary
ovenient, Those moments are like the examination room from
hich capable leaders come., Fidel distinguished himself as a
eader capable of forging unity in action of all patriotic for-
es. That unity was forged in a bitter struggle against the
nemy,

The armed forces of Batista were being destroyed in a
erieg of battles, Armed movements of sirikes and protests in
he cities like those of August & September of 1957 and of April
958 demonstrated that enemy repression could not undermine the
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revolv.oic wary novement. The senond front, Fral.- Pais, coma~
riod by Hwml Castre Ruz wes formed, Columng comwanded wy
Srnesto "Che" Guevara and Camilo Cienfuagos traversed throich
Camaguey Province, pensirated intc the Bscarbray znl the ensmy
suffered heavy bilovs in Las Villas Province, In the Criente
Province, the rebel army under the Comnander-In-Chief, Fidel
Castro, started the offensive., Important installations were
occupied by the rebel army and the armed people in Santiago de
Cuba, .
- Batista, fearing the revolutionary march of the sons and
daughters.of Jose Marti, left the country. Officials of his
army, together wiih some bourgeois politicians tried to estab-
lish a 'new government' in Havana. The masses responded by a
general popular sitrike against the enemy manoceuvres, T h i s
gtrike was called by the rebel army.

The enemy was defeated but that was not an end. The
question was who should seize the power, In some countries
heroic battles have been fought and won but Tevolutions 1ost.
In Cuba the war and reveolution were won by the people. But
why? This was mainly because from the beginning of the armed
struggle the working clase in alliance with the peasantry and
other patriotic forces had close contact with its venguard
party played the vital role in the making of history; t h e
popular masses were active participants in the revolutions
bourgeois nationalism was constantly combated within the
national liberation movement; and the leadership had no inte~
rests different from those of the masses,

Proper steps were taken againat foreign and national mono-
polies, Political and economic reforms took place in favour
of the masses., This marked the beginning of struggle against
capital. But the dollar power could not fold its arms and
relax. US imperialism together with its lackeys in Latin Ame-
rica and the whole world of dollar influence, started + h e
economic blockade against Cuba, Counter~revolutionaries were
trained in subversive activities in the USA, Attempts to
assassinate the leadership of the revolution were frustrated.
Diplomatic pressure was put on Cuba, She did not succumbd
to all these criminal activities. This was precisely because
Cuba was not alone., She had the support from her
natural alliess the soclalist countries led by the Eﬁ#iat
.Uhinn, the national liberation movements and all,6 the progres-
~give forces in Western countries., Even within South Africa,

To be continued on page 4.
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. tossed H&r¢§§au ‘and played the. temperamental rtole of a
ht-naartud,i 1 who doesn't suspect that she'hal’ donernny--. .
i1 illegal, “WLIEE can have dire cu“aequEnﬂqp ‘for hfrﬁ ?
sha Knaw, & grea# deal, but didn't tell a thing. And' most
portantt she kept right on working. Her surrocundings and |
thods changed, her tasks were different, bat she 4id not drap
r hands in*ﬁﬁr'lap inany sense ur Lig word, Her duly
the party had not changed. She did what she was given to
fast, exactly and devotedly., If it was necessary somehow
straighten’ out a complicated situaijon in order to save -
epne outside, Llda took it on with an innocent face. 5She
came @ trusu; in the women's section of Pankrats and wcores
unknovn people outside were saved f{rom arrest by meassages
ich she got through, After almost a yesr of this, one of
r-messagﬂs was caught and put an end to this "ecareer™ for hen
Now she is going with us to trial in Yhe Reich. She is
e only one of ocur group who has any rezsonable hope of living
11 liverty. Ehe iz young, If we should net be here, please
n't lose her, GThe needs %0 lenrn a lot. Teach her anddon't
bt her bo stunted, but don't let her become proud of herself
content with what she has accomplished. She has stood ths |
gt of the tcughest elrupggles, | She has passed through fire !
d hag proved to be of excellent metile.
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pntinued from page 34

e bagtion of reaction in Africa, pro-.Cuba demonstrations
Pre organised in front of the US embagsy and all over the
DU LY . y
The revolution in Cuta did not only solve national pro-
Ylems but transformed itself into a socialist yevelution, Cuba
ecame the first socialiszt country in the Wﬂstern Hemisphere |

"

iy

ol the firet truly iiberated temritory in t h e American
ontinent. |

THE CUBAN REVOLUTION
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IS IRREVERSIBLE
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