WAR RESISTANCE

Broadcast from Radio Freedom

Radio Freedom has recently received a copy of the latest
“isgue of "Resister", the htulle*in of the London~based Ccmmit-
tee cn South African War Resistance. This committee was forme
ed in December 1978 and is made up of South African vwar resiste
erg’ wno have bheen active ir many sphereg of anti-gpartheid
work. The committee provides assistance to military-refugees
fror South Africa: it invecives South African war resisters in
discussion groups, seminars ete., it campaigns on behzlf of
war resisters inside the countr yj; it produces various
publications, and so on.

The latest issue of the committee's bulletin "Resister! -
contzins some interesting items, -

In its editoriel "Resister" commenis on two dramatic
recent developments in South Africa - the Free Mandela Campaign
and the schools boyecott, It says:

"Fron a war resistance point oif view... it is note=-
worthy that significant support for both the Mane

dela campaign and the education protests has also
been foxrthecoming from some seéctions of the white
community, particularly students from the English-
speaking universities...

“"Thua some of the very people the regime in-
tends to conscript to fight against the African
National Congress'! militaxy wing, and to help
enforce such aspects of the hated apariheid sys-
tem as inferior education for all those not
olegaified as white, have been showing direct
gupport for the 'enemy', Not a comforting
thought for the Malan-Botha military machine",

In an article entitled 'Paratus Panics' "Resister" com-
ments on the attenpt by the racist regime, through 'Paratus',
the official organ of the South African Defence Force (SADF),

to counter the growing resistance to military service. To
quote "Resister":

" ..the inzecurity of the apartheid military brass, ..
and the growing concerrn they have for the rising-
tide of opposition to service in the SADF, rea=-
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ched its most Lysteri¢al. piichiyet in the April,
1980 iasue-of *Paratust, MNolless' than ten pages
{one quarter of the publication)  were devited to
propaganta aimed at persuading cdnscripts ¢f the
fjugtness! of the racigt Tcausel,..
"But this propaganda is uselecs - every
year growing numters of young white South
Africans see thet they are being called upon
to fight a civil war, and to take up amms
against fellow South Africans whose cause is
Jusi. 4sg conscientious objector Fetler Moll
argued last yeaw, 10 fight for aparthsid is
to fight for the maintenance of a system of
fundzmental injustice, Conscripts a T e
fooled -~ ihe morale of the SADF is at an &lle
time low, resistance ig growving, there is
mutiny in the ranks, and isn the soclety as &
whole the level of popular resistance {o apart-
reid ic higher than it bhas ever Leen',
In an zrticie on military detention barracks, "Regigbtser®
the following to say:

Remister has received {uxther information
about corditions in the main South African
Defence Force datention bvarracks {IB)} at Voor-
trekkerhoogte in Pretoria,

"Phere are now over 200 detainees in DB
there, 70% of them for offences involving what
the military calls 'AWOL' (away without leave)
This includes many war resisters and conscienw
tious aobjectors - Peter Moll and Richard Steele
among them. About 70 Jehovah's Withess conge
cientious objectors are kept in a separate bar-
racks, There are also s number of black Nami-
bian zoldiers sentenced for AWOL,

"B is effectively controlled by a nard-
core of about 15 'Ou Manne' « long-serving pri-
goners usually in for serious criminal offences -
who brutalise the other inmates with the conni-
vance of the corporals and officers in .charge.
Beatings of prisoners are a daily occurrencs,
and there have bteen numerous. desths, which of-
ten go unreported in the press... o

"Daapite the strict secrecy which surrounds
the SADF's detention barracks, encugh informa~.
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tion is leaking cut to euggest thati var resist-
ors and others imprisomed there are in serious

danger®,

In the April 1980 issue of "Paratus! mentioned earlier,
ths Chaplain General of the South African Defence Force has
wTitten an article in which he attacks conscientious oblect-
ora, "Heeistexr™ publishes a reply to the Chaplain Ceneral’

by Blehop Colin Winter - the Eishop-in-exile of iamibia,
In his 'Paratus' article, the Chapla..'l.n GCaneral ankgs

"Can murder and assaesination, havoc and destrucs
tion, rape and the overthrowing of egbabliazhed
order through violence be founded on the Woxd
of God, even when the term 'freedom fighter!
is uned?v

In-. 'Resigter®', Bishop Winter replies

"one of thewe can be defended cn the word of
God. Newspaper articles and cyewitnesses in
Bapibia szhow that the South African soldiers
nave engaged in zll these against a defenceless
black population”.

Thue Chaplzin Geceral aslsns

"Tsg the word of Godi ambiguous, In other words,
does it lead to congclenticus objection for
one person while for another it ig a oall to
responzibility -~ a God=glven assignment to
deland his country, hie mnation, his ¢hurch,
wonon ané children and Christian civilisationt”

Bishop Winter replies:

“One ¢ould hardly call the South African gtate
today a Chyristian civilisation with its nass
arrestz, state violence, use of torture. The
word of God is wnambiguous when ii declares
trighteousness {Justice) exalts e nation',
The overwhelming majority of tlacke in Scouth

' . Africa would deny thst Justice exicsts for then

in Soutk Afrieca today”,

The Chaplain General goes on to agk:

"Are the cturehes not opening the door for young
men who wigh to svade thelr responsibilities to



30 S0 under tne cloak of conscientious objection?"
And Bishop Winter vepliess |

he real gqueation here is who is svading their reo~
ponsibility. TIke Chaplain Genecrel woudé be on
atronger arounds if he were tu enter iito pub-
lic dehate with such psople as Peter Noll, What
iz he asking young people to diec for in South
Africa? Loes he really believe that it ls right

o die to defend racism?®
Finally, 3iehop Winter further replies fto the raciss

army chaplein by saying:

"The questiorn that the Chaplain General ought to
te anewsring is why South Africa inaisle on
gending thcusandes of }u'.:ng men ¢ {ace death in
Namibia wiren internaSional law hag declarec
their cccupation of Hamioia €9 e illiegal, when
the T has condenned their vight to .atay there
and when the leading cmrches in Humibis lave
soked for the UK to determine the ccurtizy's
future by a free and fair election., The Chap-
Lain General's repeated statement thot all viw
oppase Toutn Africa axe Marydsts is ronosnse., 1o
digvabwe, the government, whici: the Cnaplain Geo-
neral ccondemns, ir using the Christisr ciuvehes
¢ heln »ebuiis the country after the war.

"Tn his loss paragraph the (hapylain Generesl
sypezke ebout tue conflicr in 'Iﬂmdeaia' I hava
juat retumed from that country and rave seen tox
mvaclf that* the Christian echurchk 1s working clow
gely with the now govermment to help resatile tre
refivgecs. There is abaolutely rno contlict.

"So it is noncensa to claim tnat Mugebe's
Favernment ig anti-church,

nirx Kaaibia Souatl African soldiers have
burnt down eiwrches, clossd clinice and hosyie
tels end are uged vo L0ld down = suffeving
people, 1t ie this that ihy world condemms
an. widch oconecieniious objectore in South
Africz are refusing to support. The conscienw
tlous objectnrs are the 1 r u e patriots be-
cavg: they call irto question the t ings that
the South African state is asking youngmentodis

_ Coutinved on' page 24
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Continued from page 20
for., They 2re telling us ioud ari clezr that
all life is sacrel, zistory will prove that
they are rignw inf Youltn africa s vrong'.

.l-l.l- '-I'

i'.

cesinnese extiracts do 10t only reveal Iects wiricr avre of
concern to all our pesuic, duat  trey alsc rsige issues witlch

are of specizl cerncern to the youny white Soutn africans vk
ar= compellied To tae upy ar.s againﬁt trzin ovr counatriots,
o i B

Tirsy) 1Yy thas oxi:tence o 2 L*Hl*cati:n iize "pegizter™
ari an organisaticn sucr as the Commitiee on South african wWar
Reaistance indicates tnat thz groving movensnt of resisfance
to the speitheid regime from inside its crmed fﬁrﬂma isz not

just 2 nrnﬂuht nf our wishfal thinking, 2t is a fact, eni one
didich it is going to vecome increasingly Glf*lEuLi fer wnose
nolding the reins of power to ignecre.

Secondly, =these extracts from "nesister" siiowvw t hat
there are a group of war resisters wno a I € concerned not
ordy with running away fronm the apartheidé army, but are deeply

cencerned with meking 2 positive conmtribution to doing avay
corpletely witn apartiheid ani all it entails,

Tneze pecoples are setting z {ine exanyls 10 other war
resisters and potentizl war reciniers. It is up to troze
trapped unwillingly in tre cage cof tie racisi srmy to folilow
this excmrle = 1o iake tneir zi{znd cor. tne side of the people;
to choose their action, and 1o fellow tnat croice with Jetere-
mination, Tne South african siruggle is a brozc and complex
one, IV neecs concerted ani p=iient effc in all spheres -
inside ang outside the couniry, polifical and military. 1t is
out .of this concerted effort ikzt we can say:

A VICTORIA E CERTA!
VICTORY IS CERTAINI

T WAS Q0 EEP FaTTH Vo™ ALY THEOSR GIEPOSSESSED BY AZARTHELD
THAT I BROXF MY WHERDTANING 20 ¥z COURT, 3F2-ie"ZD MISRLE

FRrOM Y ALY, PRUTEILED '_-’. WAS SlE".J‘.'E ELSE, A5 ACCEPTED 1w
LI¥E CF A :HGI:I,H. I O3 IT 20 THE rOLIICAL nlaﬂjﬂha, ~0
7. BAVIS PROIN] D SlLﬁEb;I ;XD "F0SE LUIDER H woD Artz

¥OT TO “"”'Iﬂ A SP2CVATOR, 3BUT T0 ACT, 1 KW WAAT THEY EX—

PECTED OF M AN I DID IT. I FELT RﬂSFSHSIB“E, ACT TO ThROSE
WhC ARE I'DIF*“?E?' T0 TAE SUFFERINGS Cr OTrzES, BUIX THTCSE WHO

.f“"..Pq....’L 'C :*cd.jmlll - BR!":I Frscm - . '
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