e Beoks of tho Seath African
Communist Party in the

Hational Liberatioa Struggle
C//

We are 21l of us gathered here in the bush, suffering the

privations and dangers of war, with one common overriding aim e
en aim that unites all of us - workers, peasants, students,
intellectuals ~ into a closely~knit, tightly-organised unit,
. That aim is the absolute destruction of the aystem of oprres-
sion and exploitation that makes daily life in our country =
waking nightmare for the wvast mejority of our peorle, and &
peradise on earth for a tiny minority.

In order to achieve this difficult but notls aim of ours,
it is not enough that we are learning the arf{ of war - the arts.
of weaponry, explosives, topography and tactics -~ the ert of z
evading, esurprisirg and vanguishing the enemy. If victoxry is
to be more than something we dream about during the dark hours
of guexrd duty, then we have to be armed with a thorough and
painstaking analysis and understanding of the society we are
trying to change and the history which led to our presence . .
today in this friendly country, thousands of kilometres awa.y
from hone,

- Such an analysis of our society will throw up the un=
avoidable conclusion that the oppression and exploitation in
our country is two-fold.

On the one hand there is the national cppression and exe
ploitaticn of the majority of our pe opl e, It is this W
factor which has put a butcher's knife through our society,
slicing it cruelly into two racial camps,

On the other hand our society is cdivided by a vicioua*r
system of class oppression and exploitation.

When, despite more than two centuries of determined &. un-
flinching resistance to the hungry imperialiast monster, our
people were temporarily subdued, the victory of the imperial=-
ists did not simply give them total control of the land -and.
its resourcess The .8 o0 ¢ i al system which the imperialiata
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*brought with them does not survive cn land and gold slone, It
.gurvives primarily on labovy, The chezper the labour, the bet-
~ter for the systen,
| It wag of primary luporiance for the system of the {mpe-
rizlists - a eystem we call 'capitalisg' - that they turn the
dispossesced African people into &4 clase of workers, to man
the rapidly muliiplying mineg, factories and farms, T hu 3
they created the South African working class.

An vnderatanding of the two aspects of exploitation and
oprression in our counirTy -~ nationel zid tlass - helus us o
vnderstand ihe history of cur strugele and the prevert alilghe

. ment of forces that iz maesing againgt tne Botha roegime,

The African batlonel Congress was f{orumed with the vrioary
purpose of uniting the oppressed nesses of owr country for the
eliminztion of national oppression - for the restoration ¢f
the land and its resourzes o the people 25 z whole,

Today we are celelbipating the 59th birthday of the South
Afriecan Compuvnist Party - ihe organisation thet wzs formed on
the 2%3th July, 1921 1o lead the working class of sur country

in an onslalyght against c¢lass expleitation and oppression,
tovards the creation of 8 sccialist society, f r e e of op-
Pression, free of exploitation, free of racism and diserimina~
tion.,

MANIFESTO

In the renifesio wrmiounéing its birth the Comrmunist Party
of South Africa called on Mall Scuth African worhers, whkite
and black, to jein in prowmoting the overtlrow of the capitalist
systen and outlawry of the capitalist cleuss, and the establishe
ment o a Commonweslth of Workers throughout the World™,

Only thoce who have besn blinded by the propegands of the
racisis ans the imperialists, or who have been blinded by their
own desgire to wear the flashy auits of the capitalista, drive
around in gilver Jagwars, and dine at the Carlticn Hotel, will
deny the fact that the communists of South Africa have played
a vital and wncompromising role in the slruggie to free our
country.

¥e can proudly name amongst the great names of our strug-
gle, dedicated ccrmunists, some who have fallen ané some still
fighting - Albert Nzula, Edwin Mofutsanyana, Johannes Nkoei,
Jimmy La Guma, lMoses Kotane, J.B. Marks, Bram Fiascher, Yusuf
Dadooo, Govan Mbeki, Joe Slovo and vany, many others whose
names are indelibly printed on the hright pages of cur history.

Not only bave individual coumunists giver body and soul o
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cur struggle, tut communiss as an ideologiczl ard organisstion-
al force has given to our strugsle profound analysis and revo-
lationary ection. _
fo fully undersetard the role of the South African Comnue
nigt Party in the iiveration stiruggle we must understani the
rucial role of the working class ir thzt struggzle,

A3 we have said, when the imperialists robbed the people
of their land ani forced them into the nines, ferms and facto-
ries, they were creating 2 cluss of workers - a classs Indis-
peraible to the workings of the.capitalist system, 3ut at the
sare time they wers planting the seeds of s tree thav would
grow to massive proporticns and ultimately strangle tnem,

- If tne 3outh African working class is the key to ths ope=-
ration of the system of exploization in Sout: Africa, it is
alss trie furdemental force thnet will ulsimately ana%ler that
systen,

Tne South African worxiag class has its fingers
around the inroa* of the exploiters., It is tne role of the
Communist Partv, as it is the historicel roie.cf zommunist
parties in zll couniries, to iszc¢h ithe workers thzat .oy unflin-
chirgly tightening their fingers around trhe throzt that they
2913 they car bring an end %o exploi*ationfin their ccuntry.

- CLASS AND NATION

#8 have 32id at the sutset tnat the strugsle in South
africa nas bptha a cless and nationzl character., %e must rnot
fell into the trap of sesing these two aspects zs two distinct
anéd separate struggles. It is precisely the complex interela-
tionship between trhese two aspecis of our society that has led:
to tre mighty alliasnce btetween the South African Communist F.
Party ani tre african ilational Congress in the struggle for the
national literztion and socizl emancipation of our ccuntry.

.The Communist Party, since its carly days, has reccgnised
that clzss exploitation in South Africa carrot be ended until
the sy st em of racist and netional oppression has been
totaily pulverised, It recognised that this primary aim could
not be ackieved without s broad alliance of all class forces
opposed to the system of racial and nztional oppression.

-+ In 1928 the Communist Party fully ccmmitted itself to the
Yiberaticn of the black people of South Africe when it adopted
& Epﬂqiglirasulutﬁan;which included the fellowing words:

"South Africe is a black country, the majority
of its population.is black and so is the majo=
rity of the workers and peasants. The bulk of
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the South African population is the black pea-
gantry, whose land has been expropriated by the
white minority. Seven-eighths of the land is
owned by the whites, Hence the nationzl quese
tion in South Africa, which is bamed upon the
agrarian guestion, lies at the foundation of

the revolution in South AfpicaY,
Some years later, Hoses Kotane, one of the greatest lead-

ars Of both the South Africap Communist Party and the African
Hational vongress, said:

"There can be no woriking class victory without
black likveraticon and no black Jiberation
wiithout the destructionr of capitalisr in all
its forms",

FREEDOM CHARTER

Today the South african Communist Pardy fully supports
the revolutiiorary programmz of the South African liberetion
movement = the Freedom Charter. The Party's own ‘Immediate
Fropgsals' echo many of the demands of ithe Freedom Qharter.

The Farty's proposals call for the establishmert of a
wnitary South Africar state In which election to representa~
tive bodies shall %e by "universal, equal, direci, adult frane-
chize, without regard to race, c¢elour, sex or property, educa~
tional or other gualificatione whatscever”,

It calls for the guaraniee of ithe "fullest liberty of
speech and thougnt, of the press and of organisation, of conse
cience and religion, to all cltizene" and for the guarantee of
the Y“people's freedos of movement',

The Farty further proposes that vital secetions of the
country's ecomcny must be pleced in “the hands of the nationsl
democratiic state" anl that Yuistoric injusiice must bte 2orrects
ed by the naticnalisation of the miring industry, banking and
monopoly industrial establishimsnts",

It also says that, in order to "rectify the injustice COftrs
ritted by The colonialists in selzing most of the land of
South Africa, thre revolutionary state mmst take immediate
and drastic neagures to restore the land to the people",

These are just a few of the revolutionery demands of the
South African Commmist Farty = demands which are in complete
hermony with the aims of our national liberation strugzle. But,
of prime lmportance, they are demands whicn cannot be won, ime
plomented ar defended without the leading and well-organised
participation of the South African werking ¢ 1l a g s in our
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struggle. It is the crucial role of the South African Commu-—
nigt Party, whose birthday we are gladly celebrating today, to
ensure the leadership and organisation of our working class,
so that not only can victory be assured, but so that it can
alsc be consollidated and extended to new horizcns.

e carry on our shoulders a stormy but briliant history.
This history, with all its currents and tideg, streams and
tidal waves, has gathered fogether in a torrential power capa~
ble of sweeping off the face of the e a r t b one of the most
evil and degrading social systems ever devised ty the human
Epﬂﬂiﬂﬂu

Throughout our history the exponents and defenders of this
gystem have tried to destrcy the power W& possess by €Ncourd-
ging us to use it againgt one another, They have tried and
failed countless times {to divide us, DBut they have noil learned
their lesson., They are still txyine to divide us and they will
continue trying to do so until the day when we finally divide
then into a billion tiny fragments.

So let us all -~ workers, peasants, students, intellac-
tuals -~ communists and non-communists - all patriots of our
counitry join together in celebrating our unity, in celebrating
the birth of one of the vital componernts of ourunity, in ceie-
brating the great revolutionary alliance of which ws zxe a
part.
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