| THE BLACK CHURCH

AND

' LIBER ATION

-Peter Lerumo

Religious jdeas had an important impact and ideclogical
content in the anti-colonial strugalie in Africa at the close
of the 19th cenbtury. The African independent churches' move-
ment has been a religious protest with a political chavrge.
This manifested itself in Kenya wilh the Kikuyu weligicus
novement, in the Congo with the African Prophets! Movement and
in Scuth Africs in Ethioplianism, Naticnslism found expression
in the trezking away from the white dominaisd chuxches rigged
with racism and discrimination and the establishment of inde-
pendent African churches representative of their interests.

This affected most mission ohurchies and resulied in the
formation of indigenouws churcies and the iIncorporatizn of
the Bthiopian church into the all-black African MeThodisty Epis-

copal (A¥E) chureh in America founded on common grounds, Occur=.

ing at & time when South Africa was undergoing repid indusé-
inlisation (1870-1925) giving rise %o a urban black proleta-
riat, the idea of a common churel exclading racists had a wide
appeal., A glear connection between church affiliation and the
position ¢f tne black man existed, While the leaders of the
cariier splits were ordained ministers, the independent chur=
ches of the Zionist type atrtracted the leoss educalted and poor-

est. The Shembe church in Zululam@.was formed by Isaiah $he—f |

mbe, son of a farm labourer,
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The Role of Church Leaders

Many chureh leaders have played an importont role in our
peovlets struggle for national liberation, John. Dube, a lead-
er in the Congregational church tecame the firgt president
of the African National Congress in 1912. Cherlotte Maxeke a
leader in the AME church founded the ANC Women's Joague, Z.R.
Mahabane™n methodist fMinisterwas the ANC President in the 40s.
He pressed for larger participation of Africans in the Methodw
ist echurch and -in 1960~ served on the continuation commit-
tees of the All~ineconfecence of African leadercs and later the
Pietermaritzburg Conference. Rev, YN, Tantsi, a nminister of the
AME church was 2 lsader of the ANC in the Transgvazl, Banned
in 1953 for hig political activiitieg, he later served on the
cornmi.ttee - of the All-in~conference cf African lsaders in
196C, The popular song "Mayibuye" is his composgition. hev.

J. Calata, Secretary-General of the African Natioral Congress
between 19%9 and 1542 and Rev. S Tema, of the Dutech Reformed
Chvpeh (DRC) zlso playsd siznificant roles. 411 theee digtingni-
shed church lzaders playved a role in the formation and actw
ivities of the quasi-noliticzl Interdenomiraticrzl Afcican
Ministers' Federation (TIAMF) as welli as the Bloermfontein Con-
fence o discuss tre Tomlinscen reponrt. Chiefl Alb2v'i Luinuli,
thie last President of the AMC inside the cceutry taelore its
proscripeion wag 2 practising Chyistian and o le.ding clmrch-
ma, Howaver as tie seculzy nmovement Jdeveloped “nese churcheg
goyarated more and more Trom thoun,

Government’s Responise

ael'sgion s-y incressed reyressicn
covpled with tighter sontrul over churcnas, All fhurehnss  naa
tc regisier s¢ that thalr policies could, bte sirirlined to
eonform o government Loliey. Their docirines were wilayr cone-
tinuous scruliny o ensure that 1t did noy ennance molitical
ideas. Strict cotrol was exercised over the building of ohure.
chas and cauentionzl instituticns like the Vilbsrelorce Inati-
tute in ithe Tranavzal, fwunded by the AME chursh were tawen
over LYV the LovolToen.,

The ilative Land Act wriich led to tre upreooiing of tiacx
Covigtizne adversely affected the churych. The 3entu authori-
ties Act made vrovision for the atimic divisic: of townships
whinh made i+ ~ifficsis fror a ninigter bo serve z congresgation
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although the chureh fought on ite nationalist fervour waned
leading to most independent churches biconing apolitical,
others succumbing to governuent pressure to the point of
open collaporation although some church: leaders continued to
maxe individuzl contributions.

Deviation from Ideals
The AME formed in the 1870s by former glave, Richa.rd
Ailen on the noble principle of equality and the brotherhood
of man vas bl'auglzt to  South Africa through Charlotte Maxeke
and Reverends 4. Mokond and J. Tantsi, The zctivitices ol some
chilfch 18aueTs TaVe shown & deviation from the ideals of the!
church.
' In 1962 Bighop Francis H. Sow, tre first indigenous
bishop of the church accepted the chairmenship of the dummy
Coloured Affairs Ceouncil, forsrumner +to the Colouvyed Fepresent-
ative Council (CHC), When Digtrict Six fell prev to the
Group sreas Act in 1966, the church willingly sold its proper-
ty to the goverrment while the peoyple recigted this injustice.
In 1968 vwher. Gerdener, Minister c¢f Interior, csalled on
churches to sever 1links witn overseazs churches, a similar
move was uncoversd inside the church spearheaded Yy one,
Penjamin Hajuili, known collaborator who had served in the
Trangkel 'govermmerttard weg candidate for ile "1 UBC elections.
Their call for +he appointment for indezerous bighops was aime
ed at dividing the churci: on the liners of the bantustens with
a Xhosa AME church, Sotho AME church Celoured AME church, etc,
in 1970 at the church's 75th anniversary in Cape Town,
one Gaun, an z28minisgtrator of apartheid was given prominence
as zn invited guest in his capacityv as Commissiorer of Coloured
Affairs tometner with D.J. Vorster, moderator of the T&K and 2
known advocate of racial gegregatimm, besides being the brother
of the then fascist Frime Minister, B.J. Vorster. This was a
clear violation of the principle on which the church is baged,
In 1979 members of the church came out in open confront-
ation against Bishop Ming for his refusal to come out directly
against government policy irn condemring apartheida. Half the
detainees in Yamitia are AME members but he hes kept quiet
while other churches have protested when their members are _
ﬂetalnt‘ﬁd- : Y
The &ion Christian Church (ZCC) serves as an example of hows
the independent churches are being used to pervetrate govern-=:
ment policy, At its recent conference, Bishop Barnabas Tiekgae
nyane, addressing more than two million followers said tha‘b iﬁ‘*’”
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was not for the individual to julge whetler tne law was just
or wiiusgt, e sz2id the chursh fullv suvcorted homelani govern-

ments, cries and local cutrorities, Tnis cenferance was ate
tended tv racist Minister of Co=operation and Developnent,
Fiet Xoorn-of (;n th April, 1980). Thers are oither chur-
ches wWnouse zoctrine Joes ret allow izts mesters to aivcczte
politicel iideas but tne rezlity of their dzilr ayistence for-
ces them 10 involve therselvesin the fizsnt aiainct
socizl iniustice,.

Black Consciousness

ine ®lacw Ccnsciousness “ovement n2s had some  iInfluence
on trne black crurch. In tie late 50s we arw the enersence
within thae srurcn of Elzcv Theolaav interpretinz “el;gluh i3
the lisht of the experiercs of the tizex man with tne aim of
aniting rnin in 2 onrmor struaxle z2zinsy raciali injustice,
Mhe Tmiversiiy Chiristisn Novemernt (UCH) 1367 stimalatned tnis
develonment, v L, Soezary of the NG mission churer 1s &
tyoical exantie., T aking exception 1o buin: cul-
led a 'Coloured', a2 nes Lesn wrezching that there i s no
theologicz) n:iszis for racial dl sorimination or racist zsrara-
tion, Tre Lriersdencninztional African ?iniste“ﬂ‘ Easocletion
of South Africs a.so clozely linked isself writh dleg:r consei-
ousnNees and caiizd or th: soverrmert to sScrap sevarate develovte
rent,

4

A Zlaz: rriesta! Asscociziion wes recer tlf forved wite X
gir of uniting 211 churches in Zcuth frica, Treir corference
was atiended sy the azaniar Students' Orgenisation (AZ:S C),
Azarian peopia's Ursanisation (a%iP2) zr® the Congress of
South Afrizzr Tiuder+s(CUSAS). At a recent couference, the idza
to fouim a militant Tlack Gﬁﬂfeﬂﬂl"ﬁ ci-urch as an zlterna’ive
to €the existing dencminztizral oivreres wers discusszed arn d
churc:ice ware wWarrn-3 9 purge tihe ciwxel of vacisr tefore tle
tlacke g0 it zicne, The Ir :npenn."t nfr¢c_f Crurersz' L2500
ciastion (Ia04) wecsne closely aligned %o black ccuscicusness
and ¢o~operated withn ths now banned Fhr-utiﬁﬂ nstitura, How=
ever, vlach comroicusness aleo rez ivs linmttations fn diat it
apreais to the radical youth nicvenert and seminaries ani Adces
not en s suvgort 2aumigst the Yroad Naszes z=nd
i
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white, are of the opnressed and ihe vresent temvo of develop«
ment of evenls and mass actions influencas ihe chureh to take
a move comiiited stond towards lidberation.

Trne Lutheran Bishop, Manas Buthelezi. recentlv called on
crurches to stom emulating the government policy of separate
development, He attacked the churer for buildirg churches In
hlack areas and installing black priests just like the govern.
zent, dictates e.g, Installing Sotho prieste in sc-called Sotho
2Yans. Blshop Buthelezi ¢ a l2 e d on the living standards -
of blacke rot to be compared to blacks in other parts of Afri-
cz but to white South Africans. 7The receni 'moves' for change,
ne said, omount 10 adjustments within the framework of govern-
ment policy ani the Zonectellation of siates'in a nove to gein
internstional recognition for the Bantucians sad to neuitralisge -
the Lliveration ovenent by creating buffer zones. The Eishop
alse ¢ame out in support of studenis® action in 1376 an @
served on the Black Parents' Association (BPA} during the up~ -
Ti l“lEEt

Varicus black church leaders have zigo come oui in suppﬂrty
of actions of our magses like industrizl sitnikes and boyeotis
as the Fattis and Monis case indicates as well as the arrest!
of Rev. John Thorne, a congregational minister an? former South
African Council of Churcres! Secretary-Generzl, for his support
for the prasent school boyectt. In certais aress where a chur~ -
ch is traditionally s ¢t v o n & the anti-governmen: stand of.
ite leadersnip has an infiuvence on general attifudes towards -
the government, This can te clearly seen by the mezssive SUpPwW. ..
port which the Labour Party eajoys in the R a =zt e rn Cape,
where Heve. A Hendrigks, a lLabour Party 1ea&er, is a leaaiﬁgr '
cleargyman, . .

"~ The Moravisn church which hag a strong following amnng
the Coloured ccamunity with complede contrel over rural Cape
towns (former mission stations) lixe Genedendal, Elim, Mamre,
ete., has come oul strongly aguinst government policy as Oppow .
sed to its previcus collaborationist role which gtemmed from .-
its pisgionnry character., Iuring 1974, the Moravian church in’
Johannesburg came out against forced registration of Coloured -
voters for the pending CRC elections of 1975, Rev. {, Wessels
is & prominent Moravian minister who was detained for his ifw
voivenent in the 1976 Uprisings in Port Elizabeth and is also
involved in the Eaatern Cape Council of Churches. In the Cae
tholic churceh, the hierachy excludes blacks almost completeiry
and this led to a fight within the church sgainst t hi s
inequality., OQutside the church the fight is limited to caiirs
for its schools and seminaries to be desegregated.
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The Methodist church recently called for the serapping
of certain discriminatory laws and is in the forefront in
the fight for justified conscientious cbjection, A dramatic
confrontation is taking place between the Nederdultse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk (NGK) and its three diughter churches ~ the HGK in
Africa and the Indian NG Kerk. Thesze churches tihreaten to
sevor iheir ties with the white NGK for its continued support
for govermnment policy.

Tn ore ¢f its publicaticns, tne Presbyterian church speaks
of the NCK as the Nationalist Party at prayer. It likened the
t0hrictizrs! in the MGK to the 'Christians' in Germany who sup-
ported Nazism, The section of the church openly identifying
itself with liberation and guestioning the legibility of
government functionaries kolding orffice witkin the church can
be seen among other trings in the church's disaprroval of the
security police members holding office in the church and of
commnicanis who show racial prejudice,

The Church’'s Stand

Jhe stan. takern by the 5-0C agcirsgt racist policy is g
ccmmendable one, Fecentiy in a r e s ponse to the falge
allegations nade by Botha that ihe S5.CC ig prometing unrest
insiée the country Rishop Tutu said: "Wnat we are doirg is to
fight for a just, cpen and non-racial society where evervone
counts”, This rezlisation By the SACC of tre Freedom Charier
-a8 the legitimaie demsnds of the o:pressed most of whom are
church menmbers is proof that the Charter can be reconciled with
the Christian principle of the Ybrotherhood of man'.

The government,reeling under the attaci from ine church
is not a passive onlocker. Recently it was revealed that the
creztion of the Christian League of South Africa {CLBA) as 2
counter to the 'politically motivated! SACC was financed with
government funds., Ds. Buti recently attacked the sirategy of
the white RCGK of using its tremendous financial pover to in-
fluence and dominate outspoken black ministers who reject
apartheid. These ministers and their congregations a r e.
being threatened that the NGK will withdraw its financial
pupport unless they toe the line., It is against this back-
ground that the recent attack on the SACC by the . Independent
Churches of South Africa (TICSA) should be seen. The negative
trend within the church which shows itself from time to time
ig inevitable because of the ups and downs of social develop-
ment, Vaccilations in responee to enemy manoeuvres lead to
certain sections laying emphasis on petty concessions at the
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expence of the siruggle, The injection of new ideas, which
chammel the charch Into the gtrugele and neutralise + h e
petity=-bourgeois tendencies which manifest themselves in  the
acceptance of hand-~outs to satisfy personzl intevests, is
needed.

T PR R AR A S R R R Y

Continned from page 2

declared THE YEAR OF THE WORKEE to mark the 25th anniwversary
of its fowndation on Mareh 5, 1955, and ewven more so  when
all progregsive mankind is joining the working clasas of our
country in taking stock of the roaé traversed Wy ihsir van-
guardl party - the South African Commmnist Party, a workin
class organisation which siiice its creation on July €9, 1925,
through  its commifted participation in ouwr strugslie . f o v
national lLiberation has proved itseif 4o T8 an indespensavle
compoanent: of our liberatlon meovement,
1 this nour of our liberation struggle, in thig great

Ye:zx of the Froedom Charter, when the {azcizst rilers are fra-
ntically doing everyithing thev ecan think of to preserve the
abhorent apartheid systemy the workers must incrazasingly throw
in their lot with the reat of the c¢prressed people. T h a
question c¢f how long the apartheid sysiem will survive depends
uitimately on ithe workers wrose labour ig the source of the
huge  profite which enable the Pretoria racists 4o maintain
their repressive machinery, to pay their personnel, 1o buy
additione]l arms etc. Dut tre workers alone carmob fulfil this
glgantic mission. They must join hands with +the rest of the
Oppressed muEe9sSes - peagand g, studenls, progressive
intellectuals, bolievers and none~believers -~ and the inereas-
Aing number of demeccratisz whites., The dnring actions of our
peonle's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, must always bz backed with
mass political action involving all the cross-—zections of our
ropulation  guch 28 the current strikes, demand [or an uncons-
ditional release of Comrade Nelson Mandela, the mnilitant
opposition to all spartheid practices like Bantn Bducation.
The racists must not be given any chance to rest,

This is above all a challenge to us ccocmbatants of MK to
improve our discipline and strengthen our conviction so that
together with our entire pecple led by the African DMNational
Congress we can advance to final victory saying:

FORWARD TO A PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT!
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