NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT
~ =Oupa Mashige

A front ig ar association of patriotic forces and organi-
sations irreepective cof ideological differences or differences
on a2 particular objective, All differences between affili-
ategs are burdied and any differences on s perticulur point
wust be settled by negotiations and demooracy, There should
be mutval respect, sincerc co-operation andi mutusl assistance
to progress together, - Coerciox and authoritarianism are to
ve ruled out of the front and when facing problems, froot mem-
bers must freely discuss and frankly exprese their opinionas,
nake criticism and self-criticiss .to help one anothex to

discern right from wrong,

CORRECT 10ECLOGY

The 1rcent ias craractericed by a correct ideclogy of proe-
gresgive forces who will tower as a symbol of dedication and
revoiutionary zeal,whe will blaze a trail of example for all
patriotic forces and who will shoulder the main burden of the
revelution, ™iis wii? of necesaity require a hard core of
revoiutionariea, steeled ard tempored in the struggle, A
front is an organiwation of a double character, Thre queation
of natior zni deiocracy plays en important roic and it always
tas a clase convent, (mly a clazs that bes: represents the
natioral d2~ocratic istsrests of the popular masses cen lead
the peonle's Fational Dewocralic Revolution ani the democratic
fropnts In *he epock of ithe traneition from capltzlism to
socialism, the working claas stands unchzllengei as the best
rapresentative of the popular mazgses, Therefore the working
claes in alliance with the peasantry forms the backbone of the

%S¢ Obther classeeg, etrata and sonizl groups can join the
front i.e, the atudents, intelligentsia, tne petiy-bourgeoisie
etc., and their inierests are secured by this mass movement
led by the working class - the most revolutionary class,

The frernt is further characterdsed by havirg a oentralised:
leadership that will abide by estadlizhed rules and regulations
and a comon programme, The programme must guide the stratezy
and tactics that will be employed in achisving the set goala,
emtracing the interesta of all affiliates of the frcent., The
prograume that will guide the front will have to be an all
embracing programme that will include ind guarantee the inte-
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regte of all affiliate partiee and organisations. However, the
affiliate organisations do not renounce their programmes, but
retain them and their autonomy whilst at the same time fulfile
ling the aims of their undersigned obligations in the front,
The closer the harmony and spirit of collectiviem in the
front, the greater and consgolidated becomes the unity of the
members and influence of the leading body, the more progressiw
it becomes, If the front is founded ocn the basis of the work-
er-peasant alliance and the working class party, the front can
ultimately, with the increase of the consclousness of the mas-
ses and the class consciousness of the workers, become scoial-
iet orientated, However, the concrete conditione of the struge
&gle and the experience of the masses play 2 large role in this
transition. The imperialist aggression in Vietnam and the
strength of the party of Ho Chi Minh influenced greatly the
tasks cf the Vietnam fatherland front. Ultimately the front
decided on the peaceful unification of Vietnam and the itranse
formation af the Vietnamese zociety into a wocialist ore as
the ultimate goal, These were the gozig of the most bombed
country ever to be aggressed by the USA, the leadexr of all
war hawks in ‘the imperialist worlid,

LEADERSHIP

On the leadership of the front, Presicent Eo Chi Minh,
the mparalleled people's leader said: "Tha party cannot
demand that the front recognise its leadership, It must in-
stead show itself to be the most loyal, active and dedicated
membexr of the frornt. It is only through daily struggle and
only after the masses have recognisei the correctness of the
policies ard the leading capacity of the party that the varty
can win the leading position." It is on .this basis that all
front members join hands as equal partners, but it is only
dedication, correct policies, louyalty and a high revolutionary
zeal that make the hallmarks of leadership of the front.

_ A front can operate either legally or illegally, Jepend-
ing on the prevailing concrete ccnditions, Alternatively a
front can combine both methods of struggle - legal and illegsl
methods of siruggle as was the case in the anti-Bazi front in
Europe in all German occupied territories, bringing together
all partisan groups and organised masses in occupied terxito-
ries. The anti-Hitler front was alsc international, embracing
all anti-fascist forces in Europe.

" "Legal and semi-legal members of the front will comeenira~
te on mobilising aclive participation of the masses, leading




- them in their daily struggles against the oppressor, activate
united action and co-ordinate efforts with illegal members,
All members of the froct mmst work towards strengthening the
unity of the fromt, encourage the entire people to bring into
full play their revolutionary heroism, their determination to
fight and win, to persevere and step up their resistance till
final victory, The front must mobilise people and all strata
to actively take part in building a new culture, to actively
participate in education end building and consolidating peo-

ple's power, . e
The front must be closely linked with the masses in order

to exprese their profound interests, leading member crganisation
of the front must work out the correct line of policies for
the masses to follow, The revolution can succeed when it is -
carried out by the massees comsciocusly,voluntarily and enthu-
piastically. The leading party and the front must learn from
the creative experience of the masses. It musgt check on its
line and policies thereby setting straight in time the short-
conings of the scientific character of its line., The party
and the front should sum up their experience and through their
activities complement and resdjust its own line and policiem
It is only then that the front will reflect the profound inte=-
resta of the broad masses of the people, put forward adequate
slogans to mobilise them, This will bring them combat pogi-
tion and help them to realise more and more clearly through
their experience that the party'a life and policies are correct
thereby enhancing their confidence in the party and inspiring
thex to participate more actively in the revolution under the

party'e leadexrship, y
REVOLUTION

In any revolution, certain quarters can use the struggle
as a vebicle to acquire prestige and popularity, Some indivie
duals can resort tc ultra-revolutionism and opporiunism with
high phraseology . ir an-attempt to poison or hi=jack the lead-
ership of the front, All front members must in such an event
expose all opportunists to the masses, The front must wocea~
singly uncover enemy agents and provocateurs in their midst,
expose “them to the masses and frustrate all eneny efforts to
halt the revolution, The front must of neoessity fight both
left and right opportunism, educate the masses on vigilance.
The macses mist be able to understand the stage of the revolue
tion and the right time and action under the guidance £ the
front. . The front must de elop the rev)lutiomary i:ati: 3¢ of
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the mausses, tc be cble to move in one stop in a united actiou,
The pacuce can take ar Initiative in dealing witn opportunisis
to keep the ranks of the frnt pure and ready to intensify i‘LE
blove agsing! the eneny,

Since the advent of mociaiism irn the world and the di.[‘lnt“
of the dark clouds of razism, nationai liberatior: movements - .-
hgve received ar unparulleled impetus and imperialism loast) _
congiderablc ground. Tt ie inconceivabdble to think of a nation-
al demcoratio front that wiil not cleerly bave a principleg '
snti-inperiaiist stand, a front that will flirt with a«ll reect-
ionary circlss of the world, from the Peking Maoiet detrsyers
tc US war-hewks 2nd Yhuman rights! gospel preachers, The frent
must of necessity, 3Ir crder to express the moat profound
intereeis and demands of the nationsl democratic revolution e
antieitiperialist and align iteelfl with the three main gtreams
of revolution, i.e. the socialist camp, the internatiora’ work-
ing claes the netional liberation movement. ihe ecoromic
alie of the frort will exyress & sesured ecouomic policy
vejarding tre dars forcea of multinalioral monopolies, wourk
ont & pulicy thai will put pecpie's power on the sommandivg
beighte of the econony and with the material teirg cf tho mas-
see sesured the zarses will riee ¢ greatar hercisa in deferd-
ing tho revalution. ;

POLITICAL WEAPON

A fxant as a political weapen of ::-truggla isavexry sorhioe
ticated ' phenomenon, It demsnds a lot of grass-root work and
therough preparation and plavning bafore lrourcking a front, It
is nedegeaxry Lo prepurc a nard-core of Tevoiutiorzariss, dedica-
ted coureles of unbending principles, who wiil sustain 'bha vork
of the froul azd bte able to stand the thowmy roal of revolu-
tiom, = uuclevs that wilil activate rovoluticnary veai of alfie
liate mombora, 2 nucleug of revolutionarier lempered i the
strugglc, 7be front muat prepare in advanne far possible
snory reaction aspecially in vsgard o switching mevhods of
girugrle Ifrom 1egz2l to illegal and that transition must be
gwift Lo be alble to wvugtain the teuwpo of the revolution.

before launching a front, there ehonld be & tnorough
search of gerunine forces that qualify for wmembership, 1%his
of neceasity demands an ingide knowledge of all organissations
and pariies to join the front, The internal wmechanisu of
these possitle associates must he thnrongmyntuﬂied, infive=
otizl figures kmownsrd understood to enatie u gesuinely patri-
_otir.'.- coning together of bodies tn enl the oppression and lumde
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liation. This demands men-on-the-apot who will put everything
in their power to distinguish people's friends from foes, who

will give a propor analysis of the nature of the enemy and the
wvay of defeating him, form of synchronised work and how it can
' be achieved

What then exre the poseibilities of creating such a front »
in owr gituation? This is a question that demands our collect
ive discussion,

" The Rise and Fall of Nito Alves
Part 2

~-Kbamalo Migw

Nito Alves as the Minister of Intevior

For the Angolan musses in 1979, it was rot essy to dif-
ferentiate ideoclogical differences between Preasident Agostinhe
Neto apnd together wiibh all consistent wnembers of the MPLA on
the one hand and the ultra~leftist epellbinding demagogue cal
led Nito Alves on the other hand, During this time, rowevex,
one of the immediate main aims of the MPLA was to expel the
FiNLA bandits from Luanda, and the crganisational abilities of
Nito Alves particularly in the ghettoes of Luanda were indip-
pensitle. As a result of his success in securing Luandz as a
stable MPLA base, Nitc Alves became the Minister of the Inte-
rior in the firet government of the Peopie's Republic of
Angola. The failure of the masses to see the essence of Nito
Alves and not only to judge him by his appearance, is common i1
many revolutiors, more 20 because counter=revolutionaries haw
learnt through history and experience that it ig ©only when
they utier revolutionary phrases that they can attract the
people, even though they repeat them in parrot fashion, Nevexr-
theleas, the people must leaxn <0 separate the essence from
-phenomenon, the real from what appear to be, It is under thif
consideration that the Btrategy and Taotics of the African
National Cangress sayss

“The revolutionary-sounding phrase does not ale
ways refieoct revolutionary policy, and revolu-
ti onry-scauding policy 1s rot always the
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