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OF THE TERROR TACTIC
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X CRITICAL RFiARKS ON THE QUESTION

- Khumalo Migwe

Is individual terror justified as a tactic or not?
In the first place, this guestion cannot be approached
-from a purely abstract moral point of view, although that does
Egut mean that there is no moral question involved. Secondly,
a+to attempt to answer yes or no to the cuestion without making
: detailed examination of the concrete situation at the given
%%pmﬂnt at the given stage of the development of the revolution=-
1y war of liberztion would bhe a metaphysical approach to the
squestion and would conmpletely ignore the scientific dialecti-
tcal method of judzement. Thirdly, we should not permit emo~
tional, subjective considerationz to sway our judgement, Our
fevaluation must be hased on the objective analysis of whether
gsuch action fits into the immediate aims as well as the long-
gtorm goals of the movement; whether such action mobilises the
gpecople for the revolution or for the oppressor,

HE PRESENT WAR OF LIZIERATION
'SOUTH AFRICA

e - iMhe -@ssence of the current combat operations in South
Africa under. the leaderchip of the African National Congress
fis the political struggle of the overwhelming majority of the
,South African people agzinst racist dictatorship, with a view

210 destroying it, seizing and maintaining power, and thereby
cereating a democratic People's State that shall in turn be
Janrti-racial and anti-imperialist. Guided by these revolution=
wary ideals and by a revolutionary strategy and tactics, the
"ANC therefore subordinates all military means to political
~ends ~ the contrary is counter-revolutionary.

ki This makes it possible, therefore, for all our combatants
Eﬂ%ﬂraaliﬂe that we are engaged in a national war and not in a
‘single act of combat. Under these circumstances each fightexn
‘Bven in isolation, knows that he enjoys the support of the
“people and is. fighting for the cause of the people, With this
Sahderstanding - of a guerrilla as a political organiser - it
"becomes clear why the terror tactic must be justifiadble not
wonly to the person or persons who employ it, but to the whole
‘strategic aim of the movement., The people, who bear the brunt
. of the war, will not forgive actions of those who are only
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concerned with needless-bravado and not with what is best for
the strugzle as a whole, HMore than that, since we are not

ngeget in some romentic adventiure against the Pretoris regime
but are fighting a matured and calculzted war of national
liberation, any senscless and strategically unco-ordinated
action can 2t best benefit the enemy ant scriously harm the
revolution,

PLAYING INTO THD HTMY'S HANDS

It is quite understandoble how the unbearable counditions
of organised state violence, nurder and repression against the
people, the rivers of blood that flow in all the provinces of
South Africa, the desily nisery and sorrow hesped uoon our neo-
nle by 2 réecisl minority, spur certain individuels to unplan-
ncd and anarchic terror tactica., After all, our peonle can no
lonser turn the other cheek.

Left to iteelf this type of action, however, cznnoi ahieve
revolutionary victory. It 1s the type of resnonse brought
about by feelings of deepr anger and hatred, and true enough,
one ccnnot have a drive for carryings on the war of liberation
vithout deep hatred of the enemy and anger at injustice, But
these sentiments should not deteirmine the nature of the tactics
to be used., Frustrated liberals ecasily turn tc¢ these tactics
vecause they do not have a revolutionary theory and above all
they have no support from the nasses. Opportunism often mani-
fests itself in a revolutionary war of liberation by these
ninilistic tendencies.

The eneiy also uses verrcr as & pretext to launch a
counter-attack on the neople, an attack the rulers have always
been contenplating but without the public lezitimacy. Even the
most brutal of governments endeavours to win a great degree of
popular support for itself, and seeks to Justify even the most
fascistic of its cctivities, This battle for mass support,
between the oppressor (who alsc uses intimidztion if bribes
don't work) and the vanguard movement, determines finally who
wins the war, BSuffice it to remind ourselves that in his plan
to jugtify the wanton murder of anti-fascist forces in Germany,
litler fabricated a frome-up against Georgi Dimitrov (the Bul-
garion revolutionary who was in exile in Germeny), accusing
Dimitrov of setting the Reichstag on fire, thus shifting the
blame for terror from the Nazis to Dimitrov and the communists,

Lenin's advice to Russian revolutionaries is most appro=
priate: - \
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"Far be it from us to deny the significance of
heroic blows, but it is our duty to sound a
vigorous warning against becoming infatuated
with terror® ('Vhere to Begin', Collected
Works, Vol. 5 p. 18).

Nelson Mandeln statedat the Rivonia Trial:

"1 do not deny that I plamned sabotage, I did
not plan it in a spirit of recklessness, nor
becruse I nave any love for violence, I plan
ned it as a result of a calm and sober acsesge
ment of the political situation that had ariscn
after many years of tyranny, exploitation, and
oporession of my people by the Whites,

s s Bl S e e - -

Sis, - o s iRC AR  SebE

-

Galna ifurther, to show how he always understood political
gﬂalﬁ to be supreme and primary LG military actions, Mandela
Hald
"If 1 formed the organisation I would at all
times subject it to the political guidance of

_ the ANC and would not undertake any different
‘ form of activity from that contemplated with-
out the consent of the ANC.®

SASHBES  SHOULD  1'ORIT - THE ~ BACKBONE

A revolution without the active support and participation
of the masses is not worth the nane of revolution, The most
Jangerous thing avout the terror tactic ag a princinle is that

it seperates thn masses from the revolution. It creates an
atmogpnere in wuicn the masges feel that the revolution is the
business of a coaspiratorizl elite which alone knows how and
when liberation will come. Frankly speaking, even if 1nde16uﬂ.
terror could succeed to scare the enemy out of political powexn
it is highly unlikely that the revolution could maintain itself
against counter-revolution, |
«. . This article has not set out to disprove that terror tac-
tics at certain moments anc at certain stages of the revolution
g;a not justified, But to emphasige the terror tactic in place
of mobilising the masses is a manifestation of anarcho-liberal-
ism and a nihilistic tendency born of theoretical ignorance
and frustration, We must be clear that armed struggle is a
people's struggle; a struggle for national liberation from the
apartheid colonial rule, Guns do not make a revolution, but
the type of man behind the gun determines the pace of the eV 0=
lution, Power will always belong to the people,
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