THI LOF=-AL1GIFED MOVEREXT

- Connie Dlinges
The progressive internatioconsl community is
awaiting the mouth of Beptember this yesr with
special expecteations. During-thie month the count-
rieg of the Fon-Aligned Eovement will be holding
their  Oth Jumnit Gnference in the Cuban capital
of Havansg. :
& meeting of such magnitude end importance
will be the firet of its kind taking place in
Letin Americe, 1t is of gpecizl imporiance becauge
ite venue will be the Igland of Freedom, gsocialist
Cuba. It is of significarnce bect@use of the topics
that are going to be discucced there, all reflect-
ing the major trend in the internatiocrel political
grena, It is importent because zo0 many changes
have taken plece internatiorally gince the summit
meeting which was held in Colombo, Sri Lenke five
veergs ago. Lt seems vhis movement ig destired to
£1oW ag more countries gtrike the progresgive line
of development, Becauge of thig fact, and because
of the fact thet many African states, ineluding
Liberstion Hovemenis, belong to this movemenit, a2
short survey becomeg necesgary. It ig ell the more
necesggary because of the movement's pogitive atti-
tude towards the total liberation of the Africen
continent from coloniaslism, reciem end apartheid.
The Movement of Ton-Aligned countries formed
in September, 1861, with just 25 member countries
at the time, has evolved into one of the vigorous
end dynamic political forces in the international
community. Over 90 developing countries, including
fational Liberation iovementsin Africe, Azis,
Latin America and Europe belong currently to this
Movement ag full members or as observers. This
number is likely %0 increasge aflter the Havens nmeet-
ing, 8& some countrier have already expresced their
readiness to-join the lovement of Non-Aligned
countries, An exsmple 1ig the declarationof the new
government of Hicaragua, which expressed. the count-
ry's desire to attend the Havanas meeting and Formé-'
1lly Jjoin the liovement.
The .Non-Aligned Lovement is approaching the
18th enniversary of its foundation. I:s congtent
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evolution congtitutes the most outstending chserac-

terigtic of the movement. The eXigtence of common

11tere¢ta, the .adoption of common gtretegies of
action have helped to preserve and strengtiien the

urlty in the movement, desgpite the diverse politi~

ccl systems, the dlfferent ideologies pursued and

different levels of economic development of member
countrier .

The Nﬂnwﬁllgned Movement is composed of over
two thirds of the members of the United FWations.
This fact elone makes this movement a strong force
~ir. the United Nations. The intenge activities of
“$ihis movement in the community of nationrns have
converted it into & determining fecitor for the =o-
lution of many complex problems of international
ra2lations. The change of the balsnce of forces in
fo.vour of the progressive forces finds itself well
roflected in the manifeld activities of the uwnder-
d velnped countrieg in seerch for & common langusge

their struggle to eradicate the backwardness
1"~used by the long period of colonisl domination,
ia search of self determination,

. The Afro-Asisn Conference of Bandung, which
wag held in 1955, was an important milestone to
the later intergration of the .on-aligned Movenent.
One yesr later; in 1956, +the Heads of State of
Exyph, Yugoslavia and India'% Gamel Abdul Nagser,
Jnagip BTGZ Tito end Jarwshl Nehru -~ respectively
met on the Igland of Brioni, in Yugoslavia to =~
examine the perspectives of what wasg later tn be
become the Fon-Aligned Movement.

‘In September, 1961, the first summit meetlrg :

of the movement wes helﬁ in Belgrade, in Yugoslavisa.
This initizl conference wos attended by 25 count-
ries, Cuba was the only Tatin Americen country
present, and this was two vears after her revalu—'
tionary triumph.,
. The Hun—ﬁllgned Stateg are Wﬂfklﬂg together on
ihe bagis of sek principles. These principles are
that these countries pursue en independent policy.
~They respect the principle of peaceful co~exisgtence
.between states with different gocial systems. They

Jppﬂrt the National ILiberetion iovements. They
.do not grant military bases tu foreign powers in
“thelir territories. 36



These bagic aims which serve as a premige for
the emergence, intergration and later development
of the Ton-Aligned Xovement eighteen years sgo,
neve been reaeffirmed in all the summit conferences
gince the Belgrede meeting of 1961, These were
underlined in Calru, in 1964, in Lugeks in 1370,
in Alpiers, ir 1973 and in Colombo, in 1976, The re.
principles will undoubtedly be re-emphacsised in the
coming summit conference 1o be held in Havansa,
this coning September.

The progressive content of the Hon-Aligned
Eovement doeg not please the imperialigts, who
wouid have liked to misuse this powerful movementd
to gerve theiry asims. The anvi-imperialigt platfornm
onn which these countries operote, meke it pogsible
for them o0 be a gtrong politvical force to reckon
with in today'ts internationsl political sxrena. The
numericel and politicsl strength of the couniries
belonging ¥To the Yon-Aligned liovement, their
comuitment to the strugple againsgt colonialism,
racism and apertheid make them ore of the naturel
gllies of the peocple of SBouthern Africa, ﬂtrvg911 g
sgainst the racist regimes, for the gelzure of
political power, for bleck majority rule and soccial
DIOETESE ., |

The imporitence this movement aitteches o Queg-
tions releted to the support for Liberation iove-
ments in Southern Africa has boen clegrly demongirées
ted by the fact that SWAPO, of fNemibisa, and the
Patrioti¢ Front of Zimbabwe, have been graried the
gstatus of permenent memberg of the Non-Aligned
Movement

The liberation movement of South Africe, led by
the African National Congress, wWill certainly
benefit from the deliberations, decisions and
regolutionsg of this importent intermational forum,
The ANC of South Africa, as participant in this
summit conference will fnnd vet another platfﬂﬂm tu
strengthen the support f{or our liberation strugsl
and to mobilise world public opinion to isolate
completely the racist apartheid regime which &#+ill
continues +¢ exploit and appresa the Black peuple
of Sauth Afrlca. '
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