OUT GREAT TASK

This is an extract from OUR REVOLUTION,
an article written by Paul Petersen,
which formed one of a series of lectures

he delivered to members of UMKHEONTO WE
SIZWE unite,

"Comrades we are faced with a great task. We
live in & period when all mankind is emerging from
canturies of strife and conflict. We live in a
time when the prospect of peace and happiness has

come within the reach of all. But before the
dwn of & new life comeg over the horizon there is
£51ill one battle to be fought., Defore mothers may
love their children and guide them into a world of
peace and plenty, they will first see them beling
torn away from their homes. There is a bit of the
idealigt in all of us. Who can resist the tempta-
tion to teke a peep behind the curtein thet divides
the present from the bright future? And having
seen what tomorrow has in store for us it is hard
to be patient, it is hard to wait when the Jjoy of
freedom is so near. No one can be blamed for want-
ing to tear aside that curtain and to step over

the threshold into a new life. But we rnust be care-
ful. Let ve not allow tomorrow to be put once more
beyond our grasp. It has taken much toil. But the
last step will be the hardest of &ll, It has taken
much care and preparation to bring us so invitingly
cloge to victory., It will take more care and hard
work to meke the promise a reality. It would be =
betrayal of those who have struggled valiantly if
we should riow, in one trsasgic act of recklessnegs
destroy everything.

THE STRUGGLE GOES 0N, Nothing can stop it.
rothing can prevent it. There are many soldiers of
freedom. TWothing can stop them from being born.
Each of us has his task in the great fight. Let
us not despair., Desgpair is an enemy of the revolu-
tionary. Let us truely believe that victory will
come. Let us be eager but let us-also take care
that eagerness does not endanger the revolution.
Above all let us take this business of revolution .
seriougly. Let us take pﬂlltlcs sﬁrlauﬂly beecauge
revolution ieg 2 political act.” It is true that we
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may not like politics. But then very few people
like politics, many of us here would have prefered
to be working in & fectory or doing some such use-
ful thing. :

- Lany of wus would hsve prefered to continue our
gtudiee, Meny of ug would have prefered in the arms
of a gweetheart., All of us have mothers and fathers
and brotherg and gisters. Many of us have litile
ones. But such ig the cruelty of revolution, |
Thege are the things that we have vowed should never
again happen to the vouth of our country. Iet us
not fail them comrades. Let us not act so that the
generations of the future mey bleme their
migery on our irpdaiience. Comrates, mankind is
about to gtep out of darkness into the brlghtresq,
Kow there will bhe light. We, each. ore of us
will play his parsd. We are partlclpants in the
- greategt eventg 1in the life of menkind, As oOne
of the greatest martyrs of freedom begged his people
from the gallows, we must “Emlﬂﬂ uuraelves, "Comye~—
des be vigilant™.,

WA TEVOLUTIOUARY DEDICATE& thuLLﬂ TO THE CAUSE
OF A BRETTER LIPE, IE OBDER 0 ACHIEVE THIZ, HOE
WILL SACRIFICE HIS OWI 1iFE. A REVOLUTIOUARY
LOVES LLFE AND HIr RROWS THAT LIF& DOBS NOW SKD
WHEE EE HIKSELF SAS DIED, HE KNCWS THAT TIFE,

- B LIFE HAT ﬁE_LO?ED WILL GO ON I ThEE uLIﬂE&

- LAUGHTER OF HAPPY GﬂITJFEh. HE INOWS WHAT ILIFE

. WI1LIL, GO OW 1IN THE SETLES OF BEAULIFUL GIRLS FOR

THEIR YOUTHWUL LOVERS., HE KWNEYW THAT LIFE WILL
GO OF IN THE HEARTS OF A NATIOE THAT ¥WILL IELE-

MBEL HIN. THIS IS PHE LIFE FOR WHICH dE GLADLY
GIVES HIS OWEY,

- PAUL PETERSEN (BASII DEBRU*RY) ~ An Umkhonto

. ecomtatant who when discovered by Rhodesgisn srmed
forces whaile on his way to South Africa, refused
to surrender and fought Slngle-nandedly to the
bltter end, .
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