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At the end of the first part of this article
we left our principal characters, under the direc-
torship of P.W, Bothe, scurryirg around parliament
‘producing and amending Act after Act easg part of
their "Total Strategy’ for the hopelesg tasgk of
defeating the South Africen revolution,

While they sre scurrying, their friends in
~uniform - the military strategists - are filling
their ashtrayse with stompies and their livers with
YWV, trying to Tathom out & way to stop 2n unstop-
able force - Umkhonto we DSizwe.

One of their headaches, for instance, ig thet
white farmers sre running .away from their fsrms in
the border areasg - partlcularly in the Forthern
Transvasl. F

It was reported in the Johannenburg 'Star' of
4th April, 1979, that Lieutenzpnt Generel Bob ilodgers,
chief of the South Africen Air Force, was calling
for measures %o stop the “depﬂpulatlnn of the farm-
ing areag.

A bright suggestion ceme from a certoin .
Coetzee, deputy sinisgter of Defence., He seid the
government was considering the. egtablishment of
smexll defendable’ towns along the borders where
formers from surrounding areas could live under
"africtly controlled security®. He suggested that
the atate buy the farms in the area and lease them
out 1o the farmers. One comdition though wasg that
fermers should have hed militery training.

Another attempt to solve this problem is the
establishment of 'MARNET' - Military Area Radio
Network. The purpose of 'MARNBT' iz to “"supplement
vulnerable telephone communications in remote aread]
It congigtg of radio stations in these areas which
are in communication with a permenent conirol _
stetion at & - commendo head quarters. According 1o
the 'Defence White Paper' of 1979, 'LARET' has so
far been egtablighed in the Natel, Northern Trans-
«yagl and MNorth Western Command aresas.
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But despite specicl radio networks and gorri-
con towns, the racists still can't rid themselves
oI terrirying visiorns of ML cedres darfing unhin-
¢ered through the bush., So Coetzee has .promiced
tu8t a permsnent Defence torce pregsence will be
rainteined ir the border areas to Y"strengthen the
copulation’ there, |

No doubt the populatiorn they hope to sireng-
then ig the white population - the onesg who are
ranning away. As for the black population - iae
neagants end farm workers who are more fivmly tiled
40 the land they work theh are the lendowners who
cuploit them - the intention is not oo much to -stre-
nZthen them a2z fto increase theilr subjugation by
wore sgovhigticated and cubtle means.

Botha and his colleagues have at least lezmt
thie much from higtory -~ that it is fThe cuppori of
the peoile which makeg people's war so 1nevisably
victorious;that the people are the mountaing and
iorests, the logistics curply, the communications
retwork and the intelligence service of the guerri-
1lags,

So Botha's stretegis®s, their mindsg befuddled
witi desperetion, have come up with whot they think
is & brilliant plan. They argue, with resctionary
naievity, thet iT the cuccess of guerrills warfare
depends on the politicisation of Tthe people by the
cuerrilleas, then the enswer is to get to the peorle
nefor e the guerrilles do = Tto 'win the hearts ana
uindz® of the people. They forget that they have
seen "getting to" the people for over 200 years,
znd that those yeays have taugint the people that
wiether the oppressore come with shining white
cmileg or spattering guns, they are coming with ocne
thing in hand - oppres<ion,

Nevertheless the Boers are very pleaged with
wihat they think is their alternative to the lawe ox
nigstory and they are going shead with their attempts
to "win the hearts and minds™ of the people.

S0 while on the one hand the South Africen
;efence Force is pouring into the border areas with
1ts gurs, tankse, plenes and other fincy equipnent
t; "strengthen the population, on the other hand
Liiey are deployine ' C ingent Tt
Eoeis“rtudhglpyﬁﬁ% Eggﬁiglwigﬁt%ﬁéighghggpigéfe
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their farming, their €ducation, buildirg schools
and c¢linics, giving away bibles and other choice
litersature, &and gener&lly "teaching the ways of

the white mam“

It's etrapge thet these "nice Boers” are not
doing these "nice things" for the people in other
parte of the country where there ig no immédicte.
military threat., After all these people too hsve
been walting patiently for meny years for clinics,
schools and . agricultural scsistence, -

Perhaps the recson for this is besgt explained
by & certain Lieutensnt Spies, & low-ranking offi-
cer in the South African ermy in Famibis, who in
an interview with an overgess film team in 1377
ggid the following:

LY SPIES: We want Yo win the favour of

the locsl populetion. It's difficult 1o

explain to them the situztion they are in

at this stage. Terrorists come gver and

they tell the local population a lot of

storieg thaet sre not quite true, I

believe it 1& in the interests of the

local poyvulation that we tell them what

ig right and not right, and not the

verrorigte. We do not agree with their

aims.,: ' .

INTERVIEWER: You do not agree with

their eims but the people 4o?

LT SPTES: Yes,. this is the problem,

This is what the waxy is about®.

A further indicetion both of the extent 1o - .
which the militarisation mania has swept awey with
RBotha and his plotters, and to which thece plotters
fail to understand the organics of peoplels war,
isg their never—ending introduction of new Defence
Force unitg., Thig is despite the fact that the
SADF elready has s huge nuwmber and variety of units
at its disposal -~ including infantry, mechenised,
motorised, parachute, artillery, anti-aircrait,
engineering end signalg units, plus the many
support units, technlcal medical, 1o 1ﬂt1c81, etc.,

A han&¢u1 of MK flghters battle 1t out at
Rustenburg and the racists esgtablish a "new battle
gchool t0 provide continuous conventional training
for all the army"s conventional formations up *to
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divigionel level®,

Three men spend ten devasgteting minutes in
Moroka police station end the recists established
e new parachute brigacde to Vprovide the army with
e quick reection force', |

Then, perpaps in enticipatiadn of the African
lational Congress extending its underground activi-
ties to underwater activitieg, the SADF has intro-
duced & new special section of the navy - the
llarines. The Ilarinesg is supposed to be & ""counter-
insurgency strike force specialigcing in land and
seaward defence of @ll ports®™., To do this they
are being equipped with a specially made petrol
craft, fitted out with a 50mm mechine gun, a 7,62
mm machine gun, scare cierges, shotguns, radio
and radar,

Botha and his gusrddogs ere not only licking
the wounds inflicted by the Spear of the lation Ny
irgide the country., They also have to contend with
the povierful LNC external migsion and its friends
throughout the woxld,

One of the fruits of the ARC'g internationa
work hag been the United Nations mandatory arms
embargo against South Africa., INo one believes for
a moment thet this embergo has stopped all supplies
of erme and miliftary equipment to couth Africa,
but it does et leaest have Bothe and the imperialists
crawling like moles through all the loorholeg they
can find to get militvary hardware to the racigts.,

According to an article in the Dbrit.sh news-—
paper 'The Obgerver', "Pretoria'’s network of mili-
tary agentsend arms buyers is far more extensive
than the prﬂ%aganda capers of the Information we-
partment here is 2lso the strong suspicion that
western intelligence agencies are cerrying out
gsecret armg deals with the South African gowernment
contrary to the policies of their own governments.

According to & book recently published by two
fmerican "strategic experts' immense shipments of
tanke, guns, armoured cars and sircrafts have
flowed into South Africa in the past few yeears
from countries like Britain, Fr-nce, the USA,
Italy, Portugesl, Canada, and Switzexrlond. This
equipment of imperielism includes 40 Sterfighter
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bombers handed down from the West German Luftwaffe
and "hundreds of American-bhuilt tanks®, -

In spite of this, Vorster -~ when he wos gbill
g member of the Bothe family -~ was forced to sdmit
in May this year that "SADF men did their opera-

tional duties knowing much ¢of {their equipment was
not readily replaceable®, -

In order %o reassure their supporters, Boths
and company are congtantly claiming that the BXmMS
embargo ig in Tact working in the regime'g favour
by forcirg it to become self-sufficient ir arms
production. This is being said so often, in fact,
that it seems that it is himsgelf Botha ig trying
to reassure,

In 1977, by an emendment to the Armaments
Development and Procurement Act, responsibility for
the purchase and supply of armg to the SADF was
centralised in Armscor. Armscor controls nine
subsidiary companies whose functicns include the
design and manufacture of electro-—-opticel systems,
alircraft, guided migsleg, rifleg and artillery,
explogives and smmunition, chemical resesrch, the
menufacture of armoured cars and othexr vehicles
and the production of navy vesggels, Armscor iteelf
has overall respnn51b111ty for planninxg and admi-
nistration and works in direct cooperation with the
South African Defence Force,

In addition Armscor hands out tens of thousa-
nds of military contracts to privete companies
each year., One egtimate is that over 1,200 priveate
companieg handle Armscor work. . This means that e
huge pﬂrtiﬂn of the South African economy 1is caught
up in Botha's militarisation web in a frantic
attempt to keep up with the growing needg of rhe
Defence Force.

The racists take grea’l pleaﬂure in announcirg
the develupment of this or that new piece of eguip—-
ment. And each new development ig announced ag the
most advanced in the world. |

To take a few examples from the first few
months of this year slone:

_ - In Pebruary Botha announced that bouth
Africe had made a "major breakthrough"” in misgile
technology, and that they were now "totally self- -

sufficient™ in miscsile production, He alsgo claimed
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tl:at the YNavy's strike power was strengthened by
the addition of +the first two of a series of naval
vessels congtructed in BSouth Africa' - a mine
hunter and the harbuur—patrnl veaﬁel mentioned
earlier,

- In ¥arch i% was announced that the Atles
Air-sraft Corporation ~ one of Armscor's subgidia-~ -
ries ~ was manufacturirg light ajircraft and the
Inpale strike and tralner military planes.

— In April Botha arnounced thet production
hid started on a new generation of field guns i
““ulted to South African conditiong", The new

couth African~designed’ G-5 would, he claimed,
"place South Africa in the fnrefrunt of the produc~-
tion of field artillery batteries at leagt til1l +the
eind of the century'. He has also clsimed that it
would provide a strong challenge to the Katyusha -
wliich goes to shnw the contents of Bothas's night-
mr...I'EE‘

- At the same tlme he ennounced that South
Africa's Tighter planes have hed their "lives ex-
tended by the addition of sophisticeted missiles¥ .
South Africa'’s fighter planes certainly need their
"lives extended” ~ in TFebruary this year the
racists themselves announced that their airforce
had lost R35-million worth of jet aircrafts in the
rast year alone - i.e. nine planesg, three pildts
and two navigators. Add %o that the lirage III,
which crashed killing ite pilot during training
its pilot Quring training near Pietersburg in
April, as well as the planeg recently shot down by -
SWAPQ and FAPLA, and you get some idesa of their
probliem. In fact, VK cadres can take heart from
the fact that every time they peer zlong the barrel
cf their guns at a South African Air Porce plane,
they have the potential of bringing crashing to the
ground approximately Rédmllllnn worth of racist
equipment.

~ Again in April the racists boasted aboub
the production of a new navy misgile-cagrrying
gtrike craft built in Durban. They reassured their
nervous corstituents that it was the "most sophis-
ticated vessel in the world of its type and ElZE“ f
and that it was equipped with "some of the most’
sdvanced electronic systems in the world®, e
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But perhaps Botha's proudest moment was
when, once more 1n'April, he introduced what he

thinks is the alternstive to the AK-47 = the '‘new
light-weight, light-calibre R-4", - Not everyone
shares Botha's confidence in the R-4 however. The
Johannegburg 'Star' of 27th April, reported thot
there is "unease in foreign circles" about the
stopping power of +the R-4's 5,56mm bullet, Appa-
rently American 'Vietnam veterans'! cay that the
bullet is "so light it can be deflected by a twig".

This incescant bocsting about South Africa's
new weapens and weapons-producing capacity secems
as much a part of Botha's ""Total Strategy” as the
wegpong themselveg - perhapg it's the 'pegycholoci-
cal' strand of the militarication web,

We K cadreg have enough of a fighting hig-
tory behind us to look with scorn at an enemy who
boasts too much beforc battle. Botha's chest-

thunping claim that South Africe has become gelf-
sufficient in weapons production ie of the szme
order as Chelmsford's -vaing . orious boast about ihe
might of the British army befors the Battle of Isa-
ndhlwana,

A recent interwview conducted by Radio Freedom
with & British Jjournalist revealed that the recistis
‘great new' ertillery piece - the G~5 - wes in fact
desgighed and producced with the direct asgistance of
a Canadian-Americen company with the cornivance of
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

It seemeg thet after the Boers got their back-
sideg burnt by the Katyusha in Angola, they ran
squeeling to the CIA who put them on to this Ameri-
can-Canadicn firm which secretly shipped to the
racists large quartities of newly —~developed long-
range artillery shell plusegulimment for the estab-
lighment of an artillery resesrch unit,

Time will tell Jjust how much more of Botha's
boasts are nothing but hot air. Nevertheless the
rapidly increasing production and procurement of
military equipment remains an important part of
Botha's "grend” militerisation strategy, not only
in relation to the intensificcztion of the recist's

military build-up, but also in its effect on the
overall South African economy .

To be continued...
& 9



