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METHOD IN THE BUTCHERY

Towards the end of last vear (1987)
Magnus Malan in tvpical toughminded
fashion repeated threats of violence
against Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe
and Angola for what he elected to term
“the dire consequences of supporting the
ANC". Hawkish Malan who is effectively
the political boss of the SADF and able
henchman to racist president P.W Botha
almost alwayvs betrays the murderous
stratagems of the Pretoria regime in all his
‘“iron fist’’ ravings. Even as he made this
threat which bas become a near trade
mark with him it was evident that the fl-
oundering N.P leadership hemmed in by
intra-party rifts on the one hand and an
unabating mass democratic upsurge and
the growing strength of the ANC at home
on another., was once again opening Lhe
arsenals and posting its sick murderers
abroad.

The Botha-Malan campaign against
the people of SA and their leaders over
the last few vears has been modelled on

the basis of three satanic factors: 1) is an
unbridled reign of terror and repression
against the forces of progress at home;
2) cross border raids into neighbouring
states to kill, maim and destrov ( emp-
loying mainly elements of the SADF);
3) undercover but equally callous ope-
rations abroad - the Largets of which are
ANC leaders and membership. Taken as a
totality the ultimate objective of such a
scheme of deliberate butcherv cannot
only be the physical elimination of the
ANC - a task which is as ominous as it is
impossible - but at another level to antago-
nise the people and governments of those
countries which host the ANC in general.
Such business because it is cowardly and
ignominous even for had cases like the
Botha-Malan tvpes. has alwavs been
done in cloak and dagger fashion.

COVERT COLLUSION.
It is most sorrv that where these atte-
mpts against the ANC have succeeded in
the past they did so not because of the
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ingenuity of Pretoria’s hit and kidnap
teams, but because of covert collusion
between the racists and some of their
allies in the western world. Cases in point
in this respect are:

1) the attempted kidnap of ANC leaders
in London last year. It emerged during
the trial or some of the culprits that top
class British citizens and some members
of British security institutions were impl-
icated in one way or another in the plot.
2) It has now come to light that even
with the callous murder of ANC Chief
Representative Dulcie September in Paris
on the 29th February a Frenchman Jean
Taousson, an associate of a close colla-
borator of the French interior minis-
ter might have taken part in the prep-
aration of attacks against ANC members.
Attempts have also been made on the
ANC Chief Representative to Beigium
and Comrade Albie Sachs was latterly
maimed by a car bomb blast in Maputo.
There is a definite method in the camp-
aign of butchery that the boers have now
embarked upon.

Bedevilled by right-wing competiti-
on represented by the CP and the AWB
maniacs and a failure to work out a com-
prehensive recipe to appease the white
voting public and at the same time molli-
fying the Black majority, the NP regime
has fallen back on the old dirty subter-
fuge of masquerading as omnipotent
thus purporting to be inassailable and in

control of the situation. Yet this Hitleri-
te method cannot produce the desired re-
sults as it must harden the attitude of the
oppressed and even consolidate the ranks
of the conscious opponents of apartheid
at large.

Pretoria is bent on keeping the confl-
ict between the people’s movement and
white n.inority greed dirty and bloody.
And it is doing so with despicable impun-
ity and complete disregard of the dire re-
purcussions in foreign lands. The mom-
ent has come when the world must once
again be reminded of the lengths to which
Apartheid has devalued human life. We
must repeat here that to strike a moral
balance with men who relish carnage will
call for an equitable punishment which
must be delivered soonest by the people
of SA themselves. If there are still doub-
ting Thomases' as to the justness of the
armed struggle in SA, then this calc-
ulated butchery unleashed by the
Botha-Malan clique must serve as a
leveller and a call to militant action on
all fronts.

A similar message must go to the
international community which thro-
ugh the imposition of mandatory econ-
omic sanctions and related measures sho-
uld contribute towards the overdue over-
throw of the criminal apartheid system.
For to defend the just struggle of the
people of our land is to support the
cause of world peace.

I cherish my own freedom dearly, but I care even more for your freedom. Too
many have died since | went to prison. Too many have suffered for the love of
freedom. I owe it to their widows, to their orphans, to their mothers and to their
fathers who have grieved and wept for them. Not only | have suffered during

these long, lonely, wasted years. | am not less life-loving than you are. But I

cannot sell my birthright, nor am I prep

ared to sell the birthright of the people

to be free. | am in prison as the representative of the people and of your orga-
nisation, the African National Congiress, which was baaned. — Nelson Mandela




