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Affidavits and Statements Published by UN

ATROGITIES ALLEGED
ON ROBBEN ISLAND

CAPE TOWN: CONDITIONS ON ROBBEN ISLAND AND IN OTHER
PRISONS AND POLICE STATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY HAVE
FALLEN UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL SPOTLIGHT WITH THE PUBLICATION
RECENTLY BY THE UNITED NATIONS SPKCIAL COMMITTEE ON APARTHEID
OF A COLLECTION OF STATEMENTS AND AFFIDAVITS TAKEN FROM 90-

DAY DETAINEES.

It is understood that the report, which bears the official
imprint of the United Nations General Assembly, has been
translated into many languages and widely distributed over-

The detailed allegations it contains are expected

to have intermational repercussions.

The 33-page dooument consists of 16 sworn statements and
six affidavits which were collected by the American Committee
on Africa and sent to the United Nations Special Committee

on Apartheid.

In a covering letter Mr.
George Houser, executiv
director of the A.C.A. states
that "the cool and calculated
use of sophisticated forms of
physical sorture marks a new
development in the annals of
white supremacy". Mr. Houser
goes on to explain that "the
truth contained in the state-
ments was sworn to before law-
yers" and that names have been
deleted in order to protect
the detainee

All of the statements and
affidavits allege assault by
warders, prison officials,
memb of the Special Branch
and policemen - both African
and Buropean. In addition
eight of the statements allege
electrical tortur:

The material makes horri-
fying reading and much of it
48 extremely damaging to the
reputation of the South
African police For example
the following allegations are
made:

@ From Robben Island - "Once
I saw a man being beaten by
warders and then placed up to
his neck in a hole. Whilst
he w in the hole a warder
urinated into his mouth.
Other warders stood round and

laughed On numerous occa-
sions I w political pri-
soners being beaten by war-
ders and non-political pri-
soners";

®"They hit me and pushed
me to the floor. There 1 was
severely kicked and beaten
for almost an hour. All the
time I w being kicked on my
chest, head and legs, they
continued to hit mwe and ques-—
tion me about Poqo. For
three days I was questioned
for about one hour a day and
each time I was beaten and
kicked and the police swore
at me";
I was only left with my
underpants. They then start-
ed to hit me while undressing
with clenched fists. For
some days I could not open my
left jaw. They handcuffed me
and ordered me to squat
with my knees protruding -
a pole was put between my
under knees and above my arms
so that I was placed in a
helpless position and a can-
vass bag was pulled over my
head to the neck which made
breathing difficult. While
my face was covered with this

canvas bag I could feel some-
thing tied round my two

thumbs and my left little
finger. From there I felt
the electric shock as if it
was being switched on and off
time and again and at the
same time they kept on'asking
me questions as they switched
off, and when I refused to
answer the gquestions they
switched on";

@"They beat me up with a
stick. When the White
officers had finished tea, I
was once more taken to the
office. A sack was put over
my head and face and wires
were connected and this time
I was made tosquat and elec-
tric current was switched on.
I was at last rel ed from
this ordeal, but my whole body
was painful and my feet were
swollen as I had been thrashed
with a house pipe and sticks
on my feet and shoulders and
on my buttocks".

At this stage it is not
known what the Government is
doing to counter these alle-
gations. There have over the

t few months been a ri
of strong calls for the estab-
lishment of a judicial commi-
sion of inquiry into the alle-
gations of torture and bru-
tality.

It is understood that a re-
fusal by the South African
government to institute such
an enquiry would cause people
to accept the truth of all the
various allegations more
readily.

FOOTNOTE: In reply to a ques-
tion by Mrs. Helen Suzman, the
Minister of Justice, Mr.Vorster,
said in the Assembly last week
that there were 1,395 people

907 of whom are pol-
itical prisoners.
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