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The Power of Non-Violence:

on 30th March, as part of the campaign of the Pan-Africanist Congress.




The Kgosana Speech

INCE Monday, 21st March, Cape Town has been shaking South Africa. And the Pan-
Africanist Congress has been shaking Cape Town. Their campaign was launched by

young Mr. Philip Kgosana, a Transvaaler, who threw up his carcer at the University of

Cape Town (a privilege of great price these days) in order to be able to give everything to

the cause.

His launching speech is histori-
cal, Tis predictions were uncannily
accuratle. For the sake of history
we give it here in fall

LAUNCHING ADDRESS
Zih Mlarch, 1960

Sons and daughters of the soal,
on Monday, 2158 March, 1960, we
launch our Positive Decisive
Action against the Pass Laws
Exacily 7 am we launch. Oh,
yes, we launch — there is no doubl
about it [ALL DVER.)

We have reached ihe cross
roads — we have crossed ouwr his-
torical Rubicon — lrwe Lethu!

The cholee belore i

Al this stage of our struggle we
have a choice before us. Are we
still prepared o be half-human
beings im our fatherand or are
we prepared to be citizens — men
and women in a democratic mon-
racial South Afriea? How long
shall we be called Baniu, MNative
Mon - European, Mon - White, or
black. stinking Kaffir in our
fatherland? When shall we be
called Sir, Mr., Mri, Miss, Ladies
nnd Gentlemen? How long shall
we stay in the squalors of Winder-
mere or the Sahara Desert of
Nyanga West? How long shall we
rot  physically, spiritually and
morally — ema  Plasgend ¥ How
long shall we siarve amidst
plenty in our fatherland? How
long shall we be a righiless, vole-
less and wvoiceless eleven million
in owr fatherlamd?

On what meat doth this our
oppressive White Man Boss Teed
that he has grown so greal? Sons
and daughters of Africa — there is
a choice before us. We are either
slaves or free men — that's all

Whai we are fghting Tor

Our owernll fight = aguns
imperialism, colonialism and
dominatbon. 1 want to be pro-
perly understood here. Let the
world take nole, that we are not
fighting Dr. WVerwoerd, simply
because he is Dr. Verwoerd: we
are not fighting against  the
Mationalist Party or the United
Party. We are nol fighting
against Europeans or Indians or
Chinese. In short we are fighting
against nobody, Cur energies and
forces are directed agaimst & set-
up, against a conception and a
myth. This myth — others call i
racial superiority, others call it
herrenvolkism, others while
leadership with justice, or whibe
supremacy. We are fighting
against the Calvinistic doctrine
that & certain Nation was specially
chosen by God o lead, guide and
protect other mations.

That s onr fght

We are not a horde of supid,
barbaric things which will hght
sgainst & white man simply
because he is white. Mo sensible
person can do that

AN ASSALULT

In order to destroy this myth
of mace superiority, the Pan-
Africanist Congress has dras® ap
an unfolding programme — which
sarts to-mormmow and ends up in
1963 with ihe realization of the
United States of Africa. We san
with the Pass Laws, then the mext
thing and the mext, etc. —up Lo
1963,
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This means that not only the dosr
pass must go, bui also the Labour
Bureaux and influx control regu-
lations must go with i The gues-
tiom is how best we cam achieve
that,

The PAC. has made it clear
that ihe first cssential is a mental
divorce from the Pass Laws Owur
people have been so conditioned
to thie disivt pass that they have been
known o buy it for £15 or nsk
death in an atiempd lo sabage it
from a baming building. In fact
an African does not feel that he
is himsell if he does not feel ihe
weight of the dom pass in his
pocket. Whai is necessary, then,
is for every Alrican lo make up
his mind that from lo-morrow he
will pever carry the dom pass

THE CONDLUCT OF THE
CAMPAIG™N
I wish here 1o guote the fnal
instructions of the President of
the Pan-Africamist Congress, Mr.
Mangaliso Robert Sobukwe:

Te All Hegions and Hranches

of PACs
Sony aed Dawghters of the Sl

Remember Africal

Fery soon, mow, we shall be
launching. The step we are
toking i hisorical, pregrasl with
wrdold possibilies. We  mus,
therefore, apprecioie ouwr rode. We
muntl @ppreciate onr responsibiliny.
The African people have enfrushed
thelr whole future o us, And we
have sewom that we are lradivg
them, mot to death, but 1o life
abandant.
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My iastructions, therefore, are
that owr prople musi be faugpht
NOW and CONTINUOUSLY
THAT IN THIS CAMPAIGN wr
are poing o observe ABSOLUTE
NON-FIOLENCE.

There are those W omr own
ranks who will be speaking irre-
sponsibly  of MWoodshed and
vicdemce, They mun be  firmiy
told what owr srfand i5

Reswlts of violemee: Let  us
consider, for @ momend, what
violener will achieve, [ say guite
POSITIVELY, withont fear of
contradiction, that the only people
whae will beaefit from viclemce are
the  govermment amd  the pai.l'tr.
Immediately violence breaks o
we will be raken wp with iv and
give vemi to our penfsap emolions
and feel that by throwing a sione
af a Soracen or burning @ porticu-
lar bullding we are small revolu-
fionarics engpagped o revaduilomery
warfare. Bl afier a few days,
when we have buried owr  desd
and  made moving  prove-side
speeches and owr emotions have
sefiled  apmin, the police  will
round wp a few people and the
rest will go back o the Patses,
having forgotien whal our goal
had been  imitially.  Pacidemitally,
in the provess we shall have
alicnared the masses who will feel
thar we have mode cannon fodder
of them, for mo significand porpoese
excepl for speclacilar mewspaper
Treadlfones,

This is nod a gome. We are nol
pambiing. We are taking onr ffrir
siep in the march o Africos
tndependence  and  the  United
Srates of Africe. And we are wor
leading corpses to the new Ajfrica
We are leading the viral, breartking
amd dymmmic yvowih of onr dend.
We are Ieading that youtk, NOT

TG DEATH. BUT TO LIFE
ABUNDANT. Let ws ger thar
clear,

The governmenl, knowing thar
they stond 1o gafn by an owtbreak
of vielewee, may most probably
stoop down fo the level of em-
ploying  ceriain  Afrcan  rene-
gpaides, political or by throwing a
stome  af the police from a
distance. Our Task Force will,
therefore, have b0 move on cither
side of every batch and to make
sure  they deal  with  saboteurs
Anaybody whoe agitaies for vielence
or plarts  violemce  whether e
belongs o PAC. or mot, we will
regord as a pald apent of the
govrrament, Lol the masses know
thar NOW,

The princi pn' i of @RF cai-
paign {3 te gl onrselves arresied,
gef ONF WORER  remsining ol
haowme. This meamiis . pobody
will be polmg o work, [ndusiry
will comme fo @ stoe-shill and the
govermmend  will be  forced  fo
wecep onr ferms, And once we
score (et wictery, there will be
mothing cfse we will mor be able
to tockle. Bui we masd know
gulie  clearly, NOW, thar onr
struggle is an wnfolding onc, one
camipaign leading on 1o another
in a NEVER-ENDING STREAM
—uentil independence (8 won.

This Iy mor o gowne. The whire
rulers wre going te be extremely
ruthless. Bul we muesl meel fhelr
Rysterical brirallty with ralm, iron
determinaiion, We are  fighting
for the noblest couse om earth,
the liberaiion of mankind, They
are fighiing to retresich am il
worn, auachromiztic vile svsiem of
oppression,  WE  represent  pro-
greis. They represent decadenee,
W represent the fresh fragramce
af flowers in Bloow; they repre-
geurt the rancid smell of decaying
vegetotion, We have the whole
contineni on owr side. We have
history om omr side. WE WILL
WINT

The povermment will be ruth-
frsz. They will probably iry io
cut ws off from one another,
censor fthe Press, wse their pro-
pagandn mochinery 1o mallgn the
leaders, mislead the prople amd
spread falschood abowt the com-
paign. Let mobody depend on
either the Prezs or Radio. [, my-
self, MANGALISO SOBUKWE,
one of the PAC. leaders, octing
on my behalf, will call off the
struggle, after our demands have
beem fully mver,

FORWARD THEN, TO

INDEFENDENCE NOW,

TOMORROW THE

UNITED STATES ©OF
AFRNA!

Yours Jor emergend A frica,
Mongalizo R. Sobukwe, President,
Pasi-A frieanist Congress.”

Whai we sre nol goiag fo do:

We are not going Lo bum or
damage any parl af the Pass Book
in any manner. 'We are nol going
to fight or attempt to fight, insult
or sitempt (o insull provoke or
attempl to provoke the police in
their lawful duties. We are nol
going 1o throw siones atl the
police or do anything that s
going Lo obstruct the police. Any
person who does all these things
shall be dealt with by ithe police
of course and we, &5 AN OTEARISA-
tion, shall further deal with him.
Mobody is carrying money, knives
of any dangerous weapon with
himsell to-morrow,

People are not going 1o join
this struggle with evil personal
inlerests in it. Nobody is going
to burn any building. office, school
or any property of the govern-
ment. Mobody is going fo cul

wires or make atlempls Lo cual
the milway lines. Mobody is
going to burn any bus or threaten

I anybody does all these
things and ihe police begin 1o
shoot, any person who will die
or receive injuries shall be
demanded om the head of the
mischiel maker. The Gods of
Africa shall pass judgmeni on
such o person.

The same applies 1o the police
We do not want to be provoked
im any manner. We do nol want
to be given impossible instructions
such as—disperse in three minutes
—or some such muembled orders.
If the police officer wanls us 10
disperse we shall disperse. Our
leaders will always be on the spol
o tell us what o do, We do nod
wani fo be tossed aboul. If you
baton charge us we shall not run
away but we will not fight back.
We shall leave you io the judg-
ment of the eyes of the world and
to the great Clods of Africa,

In shori — we know whai we are

doing and we kmow how (o

da i
My Prediciion!

My prodiciion is that these
police will nol amesdl us fo-

maoarow. What they are going 1o
do is 1o arrest the leadership —
ibeg so-called agitators orf imciters

The people will be told 1o dis-
perse and go io work. In that
case, the President's order is that
you peaceflully disperse. withoul
making any noise or inlerjections.
You go home, sit in your howses
and paint the house or dig the
garden or even play drafis.
NOBODY GOES TD WDRK

You know our demands:

Abalition of Pas Laws
minimum salary of £35 and mo
victimization of leaders or the
people.

Be carcful of New Age, Cify
Post and possibly the Arger. Lel
us close our ears o what the
pewspapers say and continue with
our dynamic programme.  We
shall win.

We sid that “those who are
nol with us are with the enemy"”
—al leasi Mr. MNokwe iold us
where he stands in  yesterday's
“City Late™. You know what is
happening 1o the Hon. Adv.
Duma Mokwe. Yes. it is the work
of the good white man — umlungu
oxithandsyo, P:rh_ipl Duma
Mokwe is nol carrying a pass —
we do nol know,

Wha s io blame:

Whether ihe siruggle fails of
saccesds, somebody is 1o blame
for Lo-morrow’s ﬂuwm up-
rising. Strictly s ng, the cam-
paign is not of our own cholos
The hardened stubbormness of the
oppressor-group has driven us 1o
5 point of desperation, Whether
the oppressor likes it or mot the
Pasi Laws muosl go  lo-<mOrmow.
The myth of while supremacy
must be blown to oblivion by
the avalamche force of Alnican
Matlonalism which sweeps (he
enlire continenl.

1 request the Senior Police
Offficer in charge 1o phone Dr
Verwoerd after this meeting and
tell him that, “Hey, Okaffele
bhaphambene mgoku™ [(Hey, the
kaffirs have gone mad!)

Fellow Africans, the hodr for
service, sacrifice, and suffering has
come. Lei us march in wnison
to the United States of Afre.
Lei us march to & mew and ind?

dent Alrica with courage an
rn“:mﬁnuinn Let us wmite and
fight relentlessly for a noble
cause.

16th April 1960, “Africa Year™



The Monday Beatings

By THE EDITOR

CAPE TOWN: At 9 am. on Monday, 4th April. | was a
central intersection of Darling and Buitenkant Streets a few hundred yards

City Hall. The taxi stopped for traffic lights to lurnlnu.
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CAPE TOWN, 26th March: On Friday (25th March) 1
played some part in the Pan-Africanists’ anti-pass campaign

here. It wore the face of Gandhi, not of Hitler.

iyl |

muu
mmh

§
2
=
hw.w

wm _
i

Wm

o
mm“_

u m

1§
Mme_m Tt
3g3 mm

mm%

it

mm%m i
3

Thursday, the day before, about one hundred workers
from the Langa township threw away their passes, then sur-
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rendered themselves at the central Cape Town police station

at Caledon Square.
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In accordance with the pass laws they
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The Power of
Non-Violence

AHATMA GANDHI wrote a book called
The Power of Non-Fiolence. This power
was demonstrated in India, where the
Indians got their rights virtually without using
the terrible weapons of hatred and violence
against the British. To-day the relations between
British residents in India and the Indians, and
between the Brtish and Indian governments are
I.-mur than they have ever been. By this good

i
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do so i

of the Pln-Afnnnm C-rwm for his call to
launch the presen! campaign against passes was
based on “absolute non-violence™.

But others have said “no”. They have alleged
three principal reasons. The first is this: “MNon-
violence may have worked in India. But the
Indians are people of an old, gentle culture.
Their religion teaches non-violence. Africans are
wiki barbarians with no culture. They cannot
use this weapon.™

This reasoning has been utterly disproved by
the March days in Cape Town, by the two great
demonstrations oulside the Caledon Square police
barracks. No one could mingle with that great
crowd of 30,000 people (see our front cover)
without being overwhelmed by respect for their
peacefulness, gentleness, good humour. and non-
violence.

The same holds good of the great funeral in

, which was atiended by 50,000 people.
There the Pan-Africanist leadership preserved the
most perfect calm, and there were no police
there at all.

The second reason given by opponents of non-
viokence is this: “Non-violence may be all right
against a good, civilized people like the British.
But against Nazis, or semi-Nazis like the Afri-
kaners, it just won't work.”

Perhaps the brutal floggings in the Cape Town
streets of 2nd April have given force 1o this
argument. But in our view it is as baseless as

CONTACT

the first. For all nations, including the British
act brutally in *“the national interest™. One only
has to think of the surrealist brotality of the
massacre of about 400 people at Amritsar in
India, by General Dyer in 1922,

Secondly, despite all that has happened here,
it is our considered judgment that the Afrikaners
are no worse, if litthe better, than the British or
any other people. Like other members of the
human race they have a conscience, and want Lo
do the right thing. At the moment they believe
that they are facing a brutal and cruel enemy.
and this has induced some of them to become
abnormally brutal. But they. like any other
human beings, have a good side which non-
violence can appeal to. The fact is that the largely
Afrikaner authorities at Cape Town replied to
these demonstrations with concessions.

It is lastly objecied that non-violence is a
weapon for the weak, and a weak weapon. It is
not suitable for winning big fights.

This argument was conclusively disproved 10
anyone with the fortune to be among the great
crowds in Cape Town's streets. The very quiet-
ness of the vast throng of 30,000 was its greatest
strength. The guns in the hands of the police,
their very armoured cars and machine guns,
looked as if made of cardboard in the face of
this gianl power.

It is our view that it is this power which is
destinad not only to win the oppressed people
their rights. but also to strike their weapons of
murder from the hands of the White supremacists,
and to melt their hardest hearts, and to show
them that what is right for the oppressed people
is also right for them and their children.

Betrayal (1)

N 2%th March, as reporied clsewhere in
this issue, the following pledge was given
by the Cape Town police chief to the
Cape Town Pan-Africanist leadership: “*Until
things return o normal | will see o it that in
this area no one s asked w0 carry passes again.”

On the evening of the same day the suspen-
sion of the pass laws was made country-wide
by General Rademeyer. our Commissioner of
Police. with the approval of the Minister.

On the moming of Tth April Minister Erasmus
announced that from that day the police would
again ask for passes (or reference books, as they
are officially called).

But the state of emergency continues; hundred-
of leaders remain in prison; things have clearly
not returnéd o normal. Another solemn pledge
has been dishonoured.

It is because human society is built on good
faith and an instinctive revulsion from treachery
that Contact has recorded these plain facts.

Before a fresh start can be made these facts
will have to have been acknowledged and taken
account of.

Betrayal (2)

N 1838 Dingane lured Piet Retief and his

party into a trap. The Boers put down their

arms, and were then dealt with, and murdered,
by the Zulus. This was treachery.

One hundred and twenty-two years later, Mr.
Philip Kgosana, a young South African, aged
twenty, negotiated from a position of strength
with the Union authorities. He, too, was induced
to put down his weapon, the presence of a peace-
ful and orderly crowd of thirty thousand Africans.
In good faith he asked them to go home, for
he had been promised an interview with the
Minister, Mr. Erasmus.

When he had disarmed, after he had willingly
put away his only defence, when he came for
the promised interview, he was seized and gaoled.

Mr. Erasmus had only two honourable courses
before him. Either he might decide that the
pnli:tuﬂimrsvdmh-dlimlhtphdpmhlr.
Kgosana had acted beyond their authority.
this case nothing less than a public r:pmnlnd
could make known the Government's displeasure
and refusal 1o accept responsibility for the
promise. Or he might decide to honour the
pledge made in his name by an honourable
official, and to give Mr. Kgosana the interview.

In the event Mr. Erasmus did neither. To the

In our view Mr. Erasmus is as guikty of
treachery as was Dingane.

For ten thousand years at least the human
race has regarded treachery as the basest of all
CriMmes.

Contact therefore appeals o Mr. Erasmus to
erase this foul blot on his Government's and his
own reputation and to see Mr. Kgosana.

If Mr. Erasmus were 10 do so he would, in
our view, also take an important step forward
in the solution of our difficult problems.

Comtact is independent. It works for non-
racial democracy based om adult suffrage.
It is against all forms of toalitarianism such
as fascism and commimism.

16th Apeil 1960, “Alrica Year™



ALAN PATON takes . . . . .

Alan  Paton, National President
of the Liberal Parry, does duty on
this page in ihe absemce of Peter
Brown, the Naoticnal Chalrmon.

DURBAN: Speaking at
Long View, Kiloof. Alan
Paton said: *1 happened to
be looking through old num-
bers of Comact, and was
struck by the coincidence that
two years ago o the day,
April 5, 1 wrote about Peter
Brown, the “Crusader on the
Polo Pony™, What better time
than to write again? A. E.
Housman wrote that:

..... THE LONG VIEW

A MAN CALLED BROWN

Of my three score years and
ten,
Twenty would moi  come

again,
And since 1o look at things
in Moom
Fifty springs are litile room.
Abowr the woodlands | will

2o,
Tor see the cherry hung with
smow.

| am not in such a happy
situation; more than fifty of
my years will not come again.
Therefore | must write while
I ean. Nor do 1 write of
cherries hung with snow, but
of another kind of beauty.
namely, the honour and
courage that do so adorn a
man.

Brown would not thank me
for writing of his honour and
courage. Therefore [ shall
thank him instead for having
them.

Courage does nol prevent
calamity, but it transfigures it
Although the future of our

cause is dark, we in the
Liberal Party can regard our-
selves as fortunate that we
have a leader of this mould.

Every society formed by
man has itz leaders and
followers. They depend upon
onc another. An army is twice
an army when its leader is
resolute, and a leader is twice
a leader when his followers
are resolute. There is a time
when a leader must, by his
courage, enhearten his fol-
lowers; there is a lime when
followers must enhearten
their leader by theirs. This
second time is mow.

We in the Liberal Pariy
have no leader cult. and are
not likely 1o have one, this
not being our nature. We are
proud of our Ballingers, our
Mngadis, our Langs. We are
proud of our Browns. But
they need more than our pride
in them, they need our
courage also.

They do not need us o say:
“The night is dark.” for they

know that already. They
need us to say: “ The night
is dark, but this is a journey
that we will at all costs
My friend Brown — and his
associates — have a courage
with a strangely natoral
quality. It is not fierce, or
inexorable, or consuming, or

It is quite usual in South
African politics 1o refer to God
and to be happy that one is
doing his will. We do not
refer to ourselves in
in the Liberal Party.
it on this occasion.

and will humbly do what is
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PREPARING FOR THE RETURN OF KENYATTA

KENYA’S STRUGGLE FOR LEADERSHIP

OM MBOYA was seriously heckled for the first time in his career when he attended
Tlhe inaugural meeting of the Kenya African National Union. Members of the pre-
dominantly Kikuyu crowd shouted: “You have sold us on the constitution.™ and
“We don't wanl American money.”
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Alan Rake

working hard in Legoo o take
up the grievances of ordinary
Kikuyus.
Recently Odinga intensified his
campaign and these are some of
the tactics he has used:
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Mr. Philip Kgosana leaves pari of the crowd of 3,000 on kis way o
Caledon Square, Cape Town, on 30ih March,

By AN EYE WITNESS

CAPE TOWN: At the foot of the unfinished Athlone
power station, looming larger than Table Mountain from the
Cape Flats, came the first of the men from Langa. In their
work clothes, tribesmen fresh from the Transkei and news-
paper boys, University students and domestic servants, builders
and schoolteachers, the crowd was a whole: the men from
Langa walked, in peaceful informal formation, unarmed and
unarrogant, towards Cape Town. They came 1o tell their
troubles, trusting and still friendly, believing that non-violence
could not provoke violence, and that they would be heard.
Police had driven them from their homes in the early morning
and spontaneously the men came together, walking towards
Cape Town. This was no organized demonstration — P.A.C
plans had been 10 move in twos and threes on the next day,
31st March, meeting in front of Caledon Square Police Station,
to wail in silent protest until their leaders were released.

Unexpeciedly, P.A.C. Regional
Secretary Philip Kgosana slipped
from the crowd. In blue running
shoris and frayed brown jacked.
spattered with yelbow-red mud,
he halted them at the railway
crossimg. They heard him plead
for compleie control: no showing,
no violence of any sorl, #o
irouble; he spoke in English and
in several Alfrican languages. The
-year-old boy who had ex-
plained PALC. aims o me on
Monday (28th) had become a
man: his conmired of the siluation
was fauhless Again the eroead
moved Torward.

The atmosphere was warm,
hopefal — there was a beliefl that
ai lasi one of their leaders could
tell the Government of itheir
difficulties and ask for a new
sysiem: mo passes and A fixed
minimum wage — everywherne

Past the goll courss, through
shopping areas, past white men's
homes — there was no violence.
Shopkespers came oul o walch
withowt barring their windows or
doors, unwicldy double-decker
buses were waved through Lhe
crowd, cars moved among (Bem.
They walked fast, through Athlone
and Mowbray, up on 1o the De
Waal Drive. The sun shone —
there was no fear or bitterness:
it was a friendly, almosi joyful
stmosphere. The idle docks, the
unfinished buildings on the fore-
ghore far below —ihese were
their proiesis. No one man
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curried & stick or slone.

Al the fool of the D& Wanl
Drive, Mr. Kgosana again
stopped them: seated in the shade
they listened to him ask for
pence — they musi wait for him,
he would walk on with five
ohers 10 ask for an interview
with the Minisier of Justice. As
e was leaving the people he was
psked if he was notl afraid of
arrest; he expressed complete con-
fidence in this attempt 1o achieve
a2 just sohsion of legitimate
grievances through consultation
with the authorities.

In front of Caledon Square was
a crowd that hod ssembled from
all over the city. Mr. Kgosana
was promised his imberview.

Stll quietly, the men were lal
back to Lamga.

Mr. Kgosana did not get his
interview: in place of it he was
arresied.

AFRICAN AID
ASSOCIATION
PTY. LTD.

Monthly membership for
advice on legal and
social assistance, includ-
ing FREE life and burial
insurance.

Wirite now for full partieulan

P.O. Box 10853, Johansesbury

CO

SOUTH AFRICA'S NON-RACIAL FORTNIGHTLY
SUBSCRIFTION RATES

Subscription rates for * Contsct™ (post free) sre ss follows:

AFRICAN POSTAL UNION (South Africa, High Commission

following

the Centrafrican Repablic, and the Malaguey Repablic):
14s. lor iwelve months (or US. §L00); 7s. for siz monibs

jor US, §3i.09)
ELSEWHERE: 1Te. for iwelve monihs (or US. $1500; Sa 5.
for slx months (or US. §1.15)

Send cheques, postsl orders, money orders, or cash ol

Manager, “Contsct™, F.0. Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa.

Pari of ihe 30,080 on ibeir way o Cope Town,

THE MARCH ON DURBAN

From Comtacr Correspondent

DURBAN, Tth April: Up to Friday morning last week Durban showed few signs of
trouble. Cato Manor was in an ugly mood but trouble there now was almost endemic. The
“Day of Mourning™ had gone off quietly with Indians and Africans heeding Luthuli’s call
to stay at home, which contrary press reports stated as having not less than 40 per cent response.
Pickets were active in the locations at Chesterville, Glebelands, and Lamoniville, and urged
workers not to retum to work before the release of the leaders. Later the pickets were active

at Clermont and Kwa Mashu,

On Friday moming a crowd of
aver 0D marched from Caio
Manor towards Durban and
endeavoured 10 reach the Central
Gaol, demanding the release of
ihe leaders. Below Howard College
they were met by the police who
ordered them 1o relurmn to Cato
Manor,

The main body returmed bui
part way a wang broke off past
Howard College and went back
imte the aty and succesded in
reaching the gaol. [ covensd
these.

The first column moved peace-
fally down West Siresi to gaol,
The police were ready for them
—some armed with guns. The
crowd was addressed by a police

officer and by an Indian afier
which they dispersed peacefully,
There were two Eyropeans and

about six Indians with the
demonsiralors.
In the meanlime the main

column from Cato Manor emtered
ithe city. The reports of what
actually happened were conflici-
il'l'. Some white observers say
that some Africans approached a
garage where an Africam chawf-
feur was filling up his employer's
car. The mob demanded that he
join them. MHe refused and the
moh dragged him outl, threatening
to burn the car and the garage,
whersupon the police opened fire,

Other accounts say that (he

crowd was trapped in Syringa
Avenue, which is o narrow sireet,
and could nd move back guickly
enough when the police ordered
them back whereupon the police
opened fire.

The first reports said that seven
were shot dead; later the press
anmounced four. Afier thess
incidenis tensbon mounted mapidly
in  African areas. There were
clashes in Cato Manor over the
stay-al-home call between sup-
poriers and opponenis, the resuli
of which was that ome African
was shol.

Pickeis were excepiionally aciive
al  Lamontville, where ihey
slopped thousands going 1o work.

16th Aprl 1968, “Africa Year™
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hiz mosi charming, twinkly and

agreed name, "Mr. X", must have
pdded to his charm. Shooting
over, we sal in came chairs om
the hotel verandah — the Arch-
bishop amd his chaplain,
British M.Ps, the TV men, the
editor of Contect, the P.AC. man
and we three who brought him.
A pleasant conversation failed o
be ruined by the stricken hotel

4

Ausiralians, Canadians and maore,
would see the programme. It was
thati we Souih Africams,

of a black South African who
means business.

It was a very litile engagement,
but [ think we chose our weapons

rightly.
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Rocking Edifice

THE UNIFICATION OF
SOUTH AFRICA: 19%92-1910.
By L. M. Thompson (Oxford
University Press) 505

ROFESSOR L. M. THOMP-

SON'S book on the Unification
of XZouth Africa appears very
approprialely im this mhm
stormy jubiles year. The
1902 - 1910 has long demanded
intensive siudy, and Profesor
Thompson has given us the facts
in scholarly and readable fashion
with & minimum of introsive
comimeril.

Thres points emenge very clearly
from a reading of his volame.
The first s the complete ignoring
of the non-Europeans by many of
ihe framers of Union, the second
is the bankruplcy —as early as
1910 — of English-speaking South
Africa, the third is the dishonesty
and superficiality of the propa-
ganda for unification as l.tlml
federation and for o fexible as
agninst a rigid constitution.

That the Transvasl amnd Free
Stale represeniatives should have
stood for an all-white union does
nol surprise me. Bul it comes as
a surprise bo find that Lord Milner
wride in November, 1899: “The

aof facts. Lionel Curiss The
Gaovernmen! of Sowrk Ajfrico came
down heavily against federation.
Sir Henry de Williers, as he then
was, said that the Canadian
Constitation had by iis federalism
prevenied the merging of the
French and British Canadians
inte a single nation, though the
Canadian Prime Minister, Sir
Wilirid Laurier, had wnilen io
General Smuts: "My opinion is
very strong that with the duality
of races, such as they have it in
South Africa and such as we have
it in Canada, the form of umnion
should be federstive. Ewen if
there were homogeneily of races
1 would still favour the feders-
has worked remarkably well™ A
sries of articles in the Cape
Times in 1908 suggested that most
Australians considersd that their
federal Constitution was a failure,
but this was immediately and
sirongly denbed by W. H. Moore
and K. H. Garman, two of the
leading authorities on Ausiralian
Constitutional Law. An earlier
Professor of History than L. M.

siderations, and it
incurably  semtimental.  “Tinest
Botha™ was & cry thal was not
only popular but justified, yet it
should have been easy for

Liberal Party in England.

Thus the Union came inlp being
on the basis of a formal equality
between ithe wo while groups,
i the virual exclusion of the
non-whites, and of a unitary and
flexible constitution instead of a
rigid and federal one. “The Con-
stitution of the United Stales™ as
Professor Thompson rightly says

wonder the “wind of change™ is
rocking the edifice.
EDGAR H. BROOKES

From the Third

}Nlnﬂlhﬂmmhﬁhﬂul.
Moni Jabavu writes that she

distinguished
like the Jabavus made a bid o
join Africa 10 what Basil David-
son has called “the mainland of
humanity” ihrough education.
religion, and & genuine affinity
for Victoran-Edwardian libaral-
ism. Mol many South Africans
black or white, will recognize this
world n: their own pressni-day
one, bt [ canmot think of amyone
who could fail to be interested in
this account, both owert  amd
obligue, of what it was like. The
book tells of things that happened
in our time, of course: yet the
voloe oomes uamisiakably from
ong of those big rooms in the
rambling Jabavu house whernc
family pictures, all mutien-chop
sleeves and whiskers, look down
on the comfortable salid Murniture
where dignified elders in mavy
serge suits and waich-chains sit
discoursing with exguisite. inter-
minable courlesy om the fner
points of Xhosa orihography.
Moni Jabavu is marred 1o an
Englishman and she was sum-
moned back 1o her faither's house
i the Easiern Cape a few years
ago by one of the brutal common-
of African life in Johannes-
Her brother, a medical
student in his final year at the
Witmatersrand University, was
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has managed guite efor-
lesisly o master and make her
own the white man's way of life,
and that pari af her book (an
immensely elvilized book that
mever raises ils voice) which deals
with South Africa reveals how
beautifully the two culiures dove-
tail, and how, in the really im-
poriant events like birth, marnage
and death, they modifly and com-
plemeni each wolher. ihe Wesi
bringing reasom and an alignment
of custom in keeping with the

ical and scieniific context
Africa
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among the Bagamda as a couple
of Hollanders in Spain. Moni
Jabava was borrifled as any
American towrisi Easi African
plambing: her i
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almost as mach o think
ihe themes. MNoni Jabavi'
for example —she nots
mnuance of our South
English speech, and she is able
convey, in English, the subile
complexity of Baniu languages in
a manner thai makes it all as
miraculously clear as a glass of
waler. Mo one has ever

47

writer, but she has style; one feels
it comes direct from life, where,
unidoubtedly, she haz great style

oo,
She has writlen, probably
withouwli knowing i, cerainly

without trying for it, since that is
the only way such a wonder can
be accomplished, an organic book.
It = grown, mather than put
iogether. Such books are rarities.

NADINE GORDIMER

16th Apeil 1960, “Alirica Year™
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