Appmach to Educam

The Chatsworth Early Leaming Centre, run by the Community Education
Development Trust, was launched in 1980 on the initiative of community
workers there. (}péféﬁﬁg from a small community building, the proiect concen-
trated its activities in promoting the development of early childhood activities
in Chatsworth’s Unit 5. Over the years, the programme came fo embrace all 14

units of the township which is about 20km south of Durban.

The Centre’s Area of Action
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National Input

’Z‘he mjw has gmmdf in kmwt&dga experience and expertise in the develop-
y based model for the provision e:;f pm%ﬂh@ﬂl
han seltin _s;aﬁd mﬁ:&rmi s&ﬁlﬁm& ts. The project i
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The project’s director, Mr Roy Padayachﬁae w—mdmaﬁﬁ; ihﬁ AN(” edu-
::ampu]wy w&zkmggrﬁﬂp‘méwni' ynal -i."'-ﬁa'kmg

mpmmam mass based organisafion f;nﬁ% educare, NIWC has a ;agggmm
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hat’s Unique About the Centre's Approach?

'mal school. We :med to pamé& an
._ __,._,,,%ai self confidence and developing

Cha&&wmih :zi has'beén.r Eem& that éhi!d care cannot be 3dequéi&ly by ecsnd
mmﬁm iryiﬁg to engage in improving the quality of life of parents and
ities as 2 who. found that if szfw&tk with children was to be

, wewouild nesd to work with the community too.
'i‘ims ﬂw’l‘msi has two aspects. The Community Etﬁscatwn and Develop-
ment Institute which focuses on improviog the environment in which children
am l;hm Eamxises hv&, and the ﬁwm,{, which aﬁgages ineducare. The Institute’s

olei ssist communities in lobbying for facilities such as proper water and
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it may find that lack of water of sanils - L7
then consults the Instisute to find ways of secy
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children. Where it is feasible, parenis are venmumgﬁi ts:x atiend in thf: mci
however, we find as parenis’ expectations chang:: thﬁ}f begm to pmf&r mon:
stable educare struclures.

Aspects of Educare Work: T
The Centre has grown from initial conta children and parents into the
establishment of home-based mother and child g}lay-gﬂm@ﬁ-=md-1%§$-pmvmmfﬁf
a toy-lending library, The Centre regularly offers varitus fraining programine
such as:
* apre-school orientaticn
course aimed at new nlr
*  anursery aid orientationp tighes Jevel co ’S@&imﬁﬁlat
resident teachers of m - mioah Sty idhai snalald

fory a&émtmtamn

Critical Heglth no. 48



LTLEEEEEEEERE
ATLEEEEEEEEEE
L 3




*  examining the hosting institutions general aims and looking at hnw ea;riy
childhood programmes could give meaningful support to these and &
growth of ihe institution;

*  deriving an understanding of the hosting institution’s organisational culture
and the interactions of personnel to support the development of ewly

od education initiatives within the organisation;

* helpmg idenhfy human resources for the hosting organisetion; and

ping appropriate training isitiative that could respond to these needs.

Seule v e - ave: --ﬁﬁ'ﬁl‘iﬁk}& ta
walziy g}ﬁ‘ sﬁﬁptwamzx that young children face.
&y aaﬂ lazg& these efforts have been fragmmmryﬁ, unm—-nnhu.;zed aud

. "‘”#&n ﬂm conditions gt’:szemted by competition for
ct Tesour i f“ﬂﬁy of parents to afford the costs of educare
Aces, itis aemssary fm ihﬁ collective efft:;ﬁs Qf mmumtzes m

Tmsﬁ is mvalved in a ca-mdmaﬁng’mmmﬁiw wiuch demarcat&s ml_;g;a.
resources, esp-mzaﬂy that of agencies, such as the Child Welfare Society, which
has access to state funding.

’I‘he Trust’s networking programme sims, in the long run, to provide
tra:mng far mmumm educam m?wamrs, mmmam&y ﬁevel&pm&m afﬁcem
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