;_'_ _;' is time, th.e Nﬁi&«aml Ass{}czatmn of Child Care Workers (NACCW),
!h&x: regazded aa 8 miher moderate h@dy atlempwd in its (}L .‘.i‘-g;figmhlxt:a?m“a 143

vda 5~r'::-5 pmc&dmgihm :
d&d nt}i shew much awareness of this fact. Perhaps they felt

ha _ not been mised prwmusly Paxha <

ihe child to be self reliant,

The Extent of Child Detention

Evesy ym humimds of children 3&ff£f th& tranma cf

_f_"‘""_ifﬁ -,"thern Transvaal regum Thls m not
police or prison custedy because they are in
't_ ¢ arad are waiting to be referred to social workers. It does pot include
children who, following a children's court case, are waiting for a vacancy in a
place of safety.

Daecember 1993



Jegnneite Schmid

‘The continued detention of children is a symptom of theinadequate facilities and
policies fiﬁg South M rican chil) fren. Chiidren in need of care 311@%:1& temmrariiy

Thisis Pmi}’ as a result of race baseﬁ adn 'issim mtem A non- rama! ap;m{a&ch
has in::wased the numbﬁr sf avaiiabi& vacanc

wh@ re:qmreé speczaksi mte&mhms _weifam mmeties are ﬁfﬁﬁ‘*‘ﬂ?
advocating increased foster care gramis whick would ‘epcoursge potential
farmlies fo apply, and with a gmaiet number ':ﬂf app!i@ﬁiﬂns, would allow

fs:sswr chﬂ& 8 naexis Em shauld also be Seen as pay;:;;:. fm this sérvace B

The Trauma of Arrost

Siregt s:h!ldmsz somelimes are arreste b}' pnlxe:é OR the haszx ﬁmi they are
ildmn‘*ammidim‘ eed of care™. The police view 1

prerienoey {asan &m&i ﬁﬁd S harammam It is ﬁxpeucnced
asa sraumahc, rather th&n a-charitable act.

Contacting Parents/Guardians

Police officers have EQIW&)*‘& hwsz @E&l ;gm'i to contact parents of arrested childrea.
Hﬁwﬁf’%& it is evident from work ¢ outin Cape Town that officers oftes
aps hmﬂyt &mpmv-- ‘mechanisms now exist for
atto ﬁlﬁ we:i fa.m d@paﬂmmz& af pmwmasal

f:e hecmieﬂ?&x
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The Diversionary Approas

Magistrates and prosecutors themselves are ofien frustrated by the lack of
alternatives to prison sentences, NICRO has set as a priority the develapm@nmf
camm;tmty bascd santarmesj whmh at pmsem, vary fmm wgwn m regi:};i.

or mihdrawn once the chlld cﬁmpiﬁms @ prexeqmsxtc COUrse, aﬁd smﬁmﬂy,
@ mndmm Gf & snspended sexstem@

tive means i}f keeping children out of detention. At a conference on dra;’tzz&g
lﬁgi&mﬁﬁﬁ hosted by the Comwmunity Law Centre in October the following
sugpestions were made:

* Children must, where possible, be diverted from detention at the

point of arrest *
They should be immediately placed in their parents /guardian’s care or suitable
specialised care. It was proposed that assessiment centres be established. Osn
arrest children would be taken to the assessment centre, where a social worker
and possibly a proseécutor would be available on a 24 hour basis. An assessmenl
regarding the child’s crime and circumstances would be made. Dr Paul Cooper,
a lecturer in juvenile justice at the University of Liverpool, suggested recently
that the task of assessment should not be Jeft to police officets as they tend to
decide in favour of detention.

In New York, an escort system has been &szablzsheﬁ where children are

f‘-?hﬂmesfﬁt tiafz trial. Ithas been demons ”'?*'-'iha%chﬂr-m:swhﬂ

Social workers ofien éemmmm that zhe ymmg '
continue schooling, and in so doing they have avod

* Children must where possible be diverted from
Court appearances are ixaumauc arsd ahenaimg expemnces for children. If
fs:xuxzd gurlty ihe young personp maewes a mmmnal xecm:d wmch has a hfelang

lo make wpar' nmy%ﬁ
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mmt *
Any Chﬂd unﬁex 'E}.w ag{s af iﬁ mus! be seen ln B C]uldren s Court Enqusry and

liﬁ%dS are mel
NICRO’s Offering

Curmm programuties ﬁf’fewd by NiCRQ Mﬁﬁi‘i&ﬂ? ii’&{iiﬁéﬁ }ﬁ%ﬁi& S&fﬁm'is or

will b-c zni:;ludad as a i:&mpumm {lf !he Juvenile School’s progragame, o
'r-:-ili?'& m:x.,, for the educamn af dmg

sentence mmmg mm of f&ct

December 1993



£8 Jeannette Schmid

mvered by a roof, has no wa&ls 1o pmtect ﬂ-m youngsters fwm L= |
conditions.

form lﬁbb}’ groups whxch aim s.ﬁ red&cmg arr
the refease of children miﬁ aiéematwe care and of

Jeanectie Schmid is the Johannesburg 5;’&3{*& dsreemr of the Samﬁ
African Institute for Crime Prevention and Rehabilitan
af Gj}‘eﬂdm {NICR@)
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