_zm.ﬁf.gmwmg awméziﬁ_ ’13;_ .ffﬁ‘zamndi ng mﬁi detection. It
is also anf:buwdm a rising incidence, resulting from adverse family and societal

Baragwanath
| i "’13" z)‘f the Witwa-
r%zxsrami e '

Soweto’s Liaison Group

The hms&n grm mmpn@aﬁ nu r%s{. mcssi wmkers, dac%ms teachers, ministers

hand]mg 0f cases, pmv:dmg muma’l %upp(}ﬂ for pe:opla sm:ssed by mngcmg
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emumgrs with Chlld abm, cr&aﬁmg mmmumty awareness cf {:%zz’ld ahusc w;ih

paméspat;mé' “iii“addmm mggmp mms:m facﬂ;iaie ;deméﬁcaamz and”fal!aw
upby maintaining an unofficial confidential register of actual or suspected cases

of child abuse. These records are located in the office of the Division of

Community Paedmmcs at Baragwmam Hagpxial F@rms for completion are

available in the Soweto Clinics, the Baragwanath Paediatric Department and the

Medico-Legal Clinic. |

Ab'ased ﬁzhﬂdren reported in this way represent only the tip of the iceberg.
gsed, and in the circumstances,

. The majority are females

_ mited o tho ﬁwlm p:ﬁ”wﬂi wzzh e
ranging in ager from two to twelve years.

Th:& @xirﬁmﬂ end of the spectrum pm&aatmg with overt and ofien gross

nd: 18, phu e utider-reporting precludes the availa-

d andre sidence figures. Nevertheless there are records

{:f sev&ml t}mmsand cases over less tha.n a decade.

Educational programmes

T‘hese have been deve!nped to meet panimla: idemiﬁed nmds, E&xh"mumﬁ

32?31133& to i}ener e:sqmgm ihem to wpe in thmr sziuaiwns andio provide
counselling skills. The course was tfitled ‘Family F i i
tising label. To date fifty three pmphs ‘have _s-.s'-:- d, forty five are nurses and
eight teachers.

Many requests for group mﬁmbcr& ia acidmss meetings of various kinds
created awareness that speakers should be

Comnuc "-""‘bn skills. In add:tmﬁ, ﬁm‘y were given mfarma-
tion abmxt ciuld. a‘l}use and its consequences. To achieve their aim of reaching
their peers, the Tkageng Youth Group Against Child Abuse has presented role
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Soweto -

plays. They have eighteen members, Gf whxch twe]ve are comunitted and
dedicated, They have been joined by another group.

AH these courses, in which staff of Job

Liberty Life Child Abuse Centre have provided input, sow have waiting lists.
Community sympesia and workshops have also been argamsead@ T £5€ € edum»

..i;mal famm;s mcmm subjec&s wch s, dxsc&plme in a chat

Pﬁlme “fnma ls stzli 3n513fﬁcwaﬂ} ?mpamd ii} sepsalively and e
with chﬂd ablzse wctzm and perpeiraters -

;d &ﬂii face ghuntmg amixm and fragmen""_
Doctors, in general, are reluciant to become involved and |
‘Iime @smgmng court 3mranceﬁ ’I"lns adds to iha dslayﬁ :

Christine Mkhasibe is a registered nurse, and Professor Lucy Wagstaff is
head of Community Paediatrics, University of the Witwatersrand
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