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From January to mid-June 1992, 25 abandoned children were admitted to the
acaﬁﬁ'@haspiaa]s i.n Jghannesbfury&)wem Twenty one were admitied

hannesburg Hospital. Wi ":I@ this

""""" rajor <ilemma for health as well

number may
as social m;ce&

t.h,a case was mmphcawd by & history of child aﬁms& M:{_;dﬁdme does noi
represent a decreasing incidence of the problem of child abandonment in the
serviced by the hospital. To the contrary, it is likely that the problem is

itted t0-Co Hospital include two newborns

d id child. By mid-1992, all three babies were still in

h«ospiza} havmg been there for 66, 44 and 19 days respectively, representing a
total of 129 patient days.

Abandonment and Poverty

Although 21 asbandoned children were admitied to Baragwanath between
January and mid-June 1992, there were 2 total of 40 abandoned children in the
hospital. The higher figure i mﬁiud&@ those children admitied before 1992, Of the
40 children, 16 were male, and 24 female.

The age distribution was as follows:

Less than one mmh 16

i Heok h no. 45
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Abandonment il

One month to six months 4
Six months 10 one year 5
One vear to five years 12
Mme tm five years 2

ane rmnth ﬁid and 2 furthef third were bﬁwgméne and five years. . The &ugh
T socio-economic mmsm*ztanc&s I’E is

i_'t.__a‘i& simaiz on. Th@ m{:md gmup rcpmseniz:
.E@ aszd ibw@&}m less @ep@ﬁdmz There are probably a
EASONS why the children in this age group were abandoned. These

mcluée waman of the mother by her partner and inadequate day care while
paremg areat wmk in many cases, the reasons also reflect poor socio-economic

Long Stays before Placement

The length of stay in hos)
The shortest s;iay was:

as 16 ahlidmn were shll in E{S&pltal on llﬂ June. Ten ::hi@dren had baan in hospital
for more lhaﬁ 180 days, Most of these children had psychical problems and some
. The placement of these children poses a major problem
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admitted to an ai;adzmi: %&mpaml it appears that the urgency 1o place them
FOME ;&@iut;ms are peszpeneﬁl and gr@blem& zgm}wd

sﬁ. mm as ’Eﬁ hew %@ﬂg:&é child may
befme gih@ may b '

will alm haw .“} b‘m@mﬁ m‘*’ﬁi?ﬁ.- hrough these groups, welfare organisations
and municipalities.
The a"mtmﬁ:m of E}ﬁﬁ;}h‘" ol hospita

‘hopelessness and despair.
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SECTION B:
Crimes Against Children




