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T liberation of the oppressed The question therefore needs to
he South Afncan Counc H M'he d ment also reported b ez :
. . il N e asked: Has the Anglican
Churches (SACC) has long been  that contacts between the ANC L asike g
known {or its open suppor for irid political forces in the church, or any other church
the External Mission of the Netherlands needed 10 be affihated to the SACC,
| EaIre 1 ] i o F
ANC I11s also known 1o have encouraged and that the . . T n
| decided wiuch movement Council of Churches in that distanced itself from stances
within the country should - intry could co-operate by taken by the SACC? The answer
should not — be supported tening to the ANC and by 15 o
Much has been wntten al ! idmumming represent S 11
| this but one document 1! ther delegatnon The SACC -Elil'TI"u-’Ul"!,’ sowWs seeds
particular set 1sely ha cument was drawn up  of dissension between political
what the SACC 1s tellir by the Netherlands Council of cqroups and others within South
Chnstans throughout the world  Churches following its con Afnca and abroad.

urches

The

| Following a “consultaton’ wit} nltation with the South Afncan A typical example of its divisive
| the SACC in November last Council of Churches the SACC manipulation was highlighted
vear 4 document was drawn u noefert outs its name 1o 1 when a meeting Chief M G

1 wherlands Cotr - Dunng the consultattion the Buthelez1 was to have held in
“hurches entitled "The Hour of SACC openly identufied itsel Switzerland last year with
Pruth sith the ANC the UDF and members of the Federation of

It reported that 1 i1 SACTU Evangelical Churches of
onger speak peacefy ] nsultation resulted in an switzerland was cancelled
‘hange the i el statement declanng that An explanation was given to

hindamental differencs the iiberation struagagle of tha Chief Buthelezi that the general
between the pnmary viol South Afncan peonle wa secretary of the SACC, Dn

( e Oppl = and i e Pl nled Bevers Naude, had "hinted™ that
inter vialence aimed at th the UDI it would be "irresponsible’ for
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[ance from affiliate Church members

Chief Buthelez: to be given a
church platform in Switzerland
and that Chief Buthelez: held a
“different position’ from that
of the SACC. Other hughly
damaging allegatons were
alleged to have been made by
Dr Naude about Chief Buthelez
and Inlatha
This, then, 1s the role being
Elayed by the South Afncan
ouncil of Churches. It is
clearly not a conciliatory one
nor one aimed at {ostenng
black unity or peaceful
negotiation between black and
black, black and white and
white and white,
It has taken the side of the
External Mission of the ANC
which in turn 15 committed to
the so-called "armed struggle
and uses grenades, AK 47 nfles
and limpet mines in pursuit of
political power. The SACC, in
addition, supports disinvestment
and sanciions
Why, then, has there been linle
or no Christian debate about
this — particularly within
Churches affiliated 1o the
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collabora ‘ and ANC It s imporant 10 do that |
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