What causes Black anger

stern decision-makers seldom

paused to delve into the underly-

ing realities which made Black South

African politics so very complex,

Chief M G Buthelezi told the Foreign

Affairs Committee of the House of
Commons in London.

Reassessing British attitudes
in South Africa would be a for-
midable task, he said, while giv-
ing evidence before the commit-
tee in January.

The **broad mass™ of Blacks in
South Africa had remained rem-
arkably constant in their commit-
ment to time-honoured *“‘and
centrally-valued™ political trad-
itions.

They had always denied that
they were faced with stark alter-
natives of accepting subjugation
by Whites on the one hand and
killing Whites to liberate them-
selves on the other hand.

They had always opposed
apartheid in the country’s day to
day life and step by step had par-
ticipated in the country’s social,
economic and political life — in
such a way that apartheid had be-
come, ever increasingly, unwor-
kable,

It was not the ANC Mission-
in-Exile which had brought
South African society to the
point where everybody now ac-
cepted that there must be a radi-
cal break with past National
Party politics.

The Government had accepted the
need for reform not because they had
been frightened by the ANC Mission-
in-Exile but because harsh realities in
the economic sphere had made it im-
perative that they do so.

Apartheid society simply could not
work because 72 percent of all Blacks
rejected the waves of violent anger
which had swept the country for the
past 18 months had not been inspired
by the political progammes of the
ANC Mission-in-Exile or the United
Democratic Front,

. These organisations were attempt-
Ing to capitalise on Black anger which
they did not produce.
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It was the **hideousness™ of apart-
heid and the “deep suffering™ of a dis-
enfranchised and economically dep-
rived people which had produced
anger.

*“It is the joblessness, hopelessness
and above all, the South African gov-

ernment's talk of reform without back-
ing that talk up with meaningful action,
which has pushed Black anger beyond
the boiling point.™

Chief Buthelezi said the vast major-
ity of Black South Africans demanded
the normalisation of South Africa in
which there was an equality of oppor-
tunity in a free enterprise system and a
parliamentary democracy ...

Members of the Foreign Affairs
Committee would be aware of oppos-
ing Black views about South Africa
and what was needed to be done to
eradicate apartheid and the **scourge™

that it was.
He added that those in the ANC

Mission-in-Exile who rejected him,
pretending to do so because he occu-
pied the position of Chief Minister of
KwaZulu, did so because of their prop-
aganda campaign.

It was simple truth, and convenient-
ly forgotten, that he had been
encouraged to occupy his
present position by no less than
MNobel Prize winner Chief Albert
Luthuli, a former President of the
African National Congress.

By taking up his present posi-
tion he blocked the South Afn-
can government’s plan to make
KwaZulu a so-called indepen-
dent homeland.

Had those in prominent roles
now in the ANC Mission-in-
Exile paid attention to Chief
Luthuli, and set about mobilising
Blacks in other areas like he
(Chief Buthelezi) had been asked
to do in KwaZulu, the SA Gov-
ermnment would never have got as
far as it had in its homeland
policy.

Transkei, Bophuthaswana,
Venda and Ciskei would, today,
not be quast so-called indepen-
dent homelands.

It was also forgotten that he
had dealings with Mr Oliver
Tambo until 1980 and that until
then he had never been criticised
by him.

His only *‘sin”" now was that
he had refused to make Inkathaa
surrogate organisation of the ex-
ternal mission of the ANC.

“They are politically naive,” he
said.

*Had I not accepted the challenge to
lead in the way the people demanded,
KwaZulu may well by now have been
manipulated into the same positions as
Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda
and Ciske1,”

The blunt truth of the matter was
that those who rejected the free
enterprise system, repected Western
forms of democracy and rejected the
politics of non-violence and the polit-
ics of negotiation — which Western
democratic principles demanded of
Black South Africa now.
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