
Press should be accountable to the people
it serves

Press freedom:
How the IFP sees the role of the media

in anew society
The rtoht 10 freedom of speech and eKpression are

fundamental rights in any democratic society. The Inkalha

Freedom Party would jealously guard Press Freedom in anew
South Africa. EQually, it would want the media to implement a

code of conduct aimed at fair and responsible reporting and to
acknowledge Its wider role as apotential conciliator in our

muhi-cullural society...

"There shall be
freedom of speech

within the bounds of
reason supported by

practice and taw in the
civilised wor1d. arid

there shall be the right
lor all ollreedom 01

opinion and expression
and the right 10
propagate ideas

through any media:
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Tbe lnb1hI F'<:c<Ioi1l Party stands
fIrmly iD the Iibenllndition. It walIlS •
Pfus IIldT~~vi~ Ihal is free ia tho:
maIIDI:l' Ihalis~ 01_
WCSlaII dc'........ics.

The lFP bas ofIen been the v;ro", of suc::h
• free PresI in Soudl Afrif;a. The rqIllftinl
IdId aiilDrial f;OCNIIImI hat n(lI always been
fair • iDdccd _limes iI has beaI do....llrip
' .........;0.11 In 1lw IWI vic-w, public
~ oL thI: "-ty hlvoe • times been
cll:libuMely moulded for • clestn.ot1ivoely
hegemonic poIilic1l JlUfPOM.

It mi&btlx MJ'IC'd thl:n:fare dIM thI: IFP
lXlOIld feci juslifocd in demIIldin, oL thI:
media thM such M,lIive ~sanship be
prohibite<l, thM poIiticllly _sitive
reporting be curtailed and thM Iueh
criticism should be lemperM with control.

On lhe other hand. becluse lhe IFP 5eC'

the.~of Soulh Africl'_ future
democracy hin,in, upon ~"8in cf\IoCial
lhemes soch as reconciliation and lhe
developmenl of a national unity through
lhe promotion of. n.lionll will, i1 might

w:an rwnnl1llll thI: IFP a;hoold .wUest
1lIIllbc medii be charted with
responsibilily for opemin, within such
"""ially desirable parametrn,

A. with.1I other ISpect ofits policies,
lhe IFP rejects Iny form ofroercion in its
dealing. with the medii,

lbou&h we mi,ht wiSh thc medi.to
support OUr policies, we do not ,xmand
this. II has been • noticcable Ircnd over thc
past few )'('ars th.1 some: lltem.1<: and
mainline Black joumaJiw hive been
intimidated inlo support;n,. ~cular
politil;a1 1DOVCmenl, It is. heallhy";gn thai
ce:rtaiD jclumaliiIs hive .spokaI 0Ul apillSl
tItii trend. but il is • sian of sick.rless thai.
IWIDber oL lheir oollcapes hive been
killed. not ror~'" apanhdd. but for
sbowia& sips 01 s)'ft1I*hy for oenain
li~ movcmenlS. This is III ualy
rD 'h'_'''''''''' f;Ill do wi\houl in thc",""

""'" Mrioo.

MEDIA COUNCIL TO ACT AS
OMBUOSMAN

WhaI_ the IFP's lIIidelilles for lhe
o:uablishmenl 01. F'lI'illCly free Pre:ss (thI:
1CI'III 10 iro::lnde TelevWoa journalism) in
SouIh Afric.?

The PIny's rOl'lNI mro::c on Pre:ss
f=<lom i. eApres,sed in"1'he 1990 lnk.atha
Declaration" in which it is stnled:

''There IhaIl be freedom of speech wimin
the bound. of re.son 5Upponed by pmctic<:
and 1.1" in !be civilised world, and then:
shall be the righl for all offreedom of
opinion andu~••ion and lhe righl to
propagate ;,x1S lhrou,h any media:'



. "!hough the IFP
believes It desirable that

th~ Press promotes
natlon.a1 unity, we do

not believe we should
prohibit others from
. publishing material

which may not conform
. to particular political

dictates. We believe that
the right to freedom of

speech takes
p.recedence over the

desl~a.bility that certain
policies be promoted.

e lhe nght of

• The IFP belie"es tha ..
polilical ......ani " III IS lhe righl of

• _.<> sa ,on. to nrnlTIOIpolley lhey choose 10 ~'.- e wha,eyer
promoIe violence in ,;:uv'ded lhey do DOl

• The IF!' funher ad . process.
musl be free HlealeS ,hal people

10 presenllheir r'
to theirconsti,.~' po meal vjews_",-"eS and 10 lhe
place in general. markel

'_hComm ~ ,he IFP is avowedly anlj-
unlSl. we would <Jej; nd .

Our .iews Ollllw: med'
follow in, in!O ,a would lake the

• account:
Though ,he IF!' bel' .thallhe~ le.es 'I desirable

ss promoIes .
<lo DOl belieye we 'hou~anonal.~nilY. we

from publishing material ~'hbll Olhers
confonn!O' ,e may 1>01

believe thal~,~~ar po~ilical dictales. We
lakes ........ede~. 110 ree<lom of speech

~.__ ,~over ,he des" b·'·
cenain policies be ,ra "'y 'hal"""""d
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"The IFP rejects State
control of the Press.

Because the Press sells
information to amarket,

we reject the idea that
the Press must fulfill a

role defined by the
State.

Press freedom
the Press to support either Communism per
se. or the South African Communist Party
in particular.

* "Though the IFP would condemn the
promolion of any form ofrociahsm, we do
not think we Ill,,"e the right to prohibit
others from propagating racially - exclusive
Pany I"'litics. Similarly. we would not ban
any rodical political movements· to the left
or the right - provided they operate within
the bounds of the Common Law. the future
Constitution and Bill of Rights . and
always provided they do not promole
violeoce.

* llIe IFP rejects State control of the
Press. Because the Press sells information
to a mar1<et. we reject the idea that the
Press m"'t fulfill a role defined by the
State. But though tile IFP itself stands in
the liberal tradition as far as Press freedom
is concerned. this is not to say that the IFP
supports an irrespon,ible and nOn­
accountable approach.

* The liberal tradition is that ofa vibrant
and independent Press reSl"'nding to the
needs of a segmented market. It is the

owners, editon and readers who detennine
their inter-relationship. llIe Press should
therefore he accountable to the people it
ser...es.llIeir decision to support a
particular newspaper cha'l!:es the paper
with the responsibility of serving it<
constituency, It is I"'wer to the people _as
consumers.

Newspapers exercise responsibility
through COI1straints such as national
security. the laws of libel and defamation,
the mores of mora lily and a host ofmedia­
related legislation. TIlese restrict what a
newspaper should not do. rather than define
wbat it should, No-one should pretend that
the libernl roUle is tbe easiest. It is not
always easy to strike a balance between
freedom of expression and pornography,
hatred and blaspl>emy.

* llIe IFP therefore supports the concept
of a Media Council to which aggrieved
panies can turn. Such a body, acting as an
ombudsman, can encournge the Media to
report factually, make them retract false
statements and urge them 10 uphold
minimum standards.

Left-wing intimidation exposed
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First-person accounts documented by the independent South

African Institute of Race Relations have confirmed the

widespread intimidation of Black journalists who do not "toe"

the political line'...

The Institute says radical left-wing
groups bave taken over from the
Government in stining Press fre<::dom.

'The claim is made in the Institule'S
recomly-launched book, "Mau·Mauing the
Media: Ncw Censorship for new South
Africa."

llIe book cites the uample of the IFP·
owned newspaper, liang.. as typical of the
type of intimidation that is taking place.

It !ilIYS the dreulation of the Durban_
based Ilanga dropped by about 23,000 after
shopkeepers who sold it we", att""ked.
I'oople who we", caught ",ading the
newspaper were forced to cat it and

sometimes threatened with death,
llIe book contains transcripts of

discussions at an Institute seminar attended
by senior BlackjournalislS.

Says the Institute: "1""y indicated that in
recent years, this 'allernati.'e' censorship
has been fierce enough to block the
publication of much that happened in the
country's Black townships,"

According to the book. journalists were
supported when jailed by the State. but
blacklisted when they criticised the Left.
Senior political ,."poner at llIe
Johannesburg Star, Kai..r Nyatsumba, said
cen"""bip from the Left was won;e
because il was never "'I"'ned.

While liberals also came in forcrilicism
at a funct;oolo launch lhe new book. Black
journalists accused lhem of being relUClant
to critici.. liberation movements for fear of
having their credentials que'tioned.

TIle English Press in South Africa was
hammered for being "sycophantic" towards
tile ANC for the past se"'en ycm.


