
HOW
EUROPE
LOOKS AT

SOUTH AFRICA
Mrs Reina Steenwijk, who acts as

Chief M G Buthelezi's personal rep­
resentative in Europe, recently briefed
the South African Institute of Race
Relations on Europe's perspective on
Black politics in SA.

Based in Amsterdam, Mrs Steenwijk
was touring South Africa after attend­
ing the 10th Inkatha Conference at
Ulundi. She has been a frequent visitor
to Southern Africa for several years and
is welI·known in Europe for her political
interest in Africa and support for
Inkatha.

A large audience at the Johannesburg
headquarters ofthe Institute heard Mrs
Steenwijk talk of the "one-sided"
viewpoint of many Europeans.

"Whell ..... talk about ptOP~ III
Europe and Soulit ~ricafU "'lro 1,,­
form each othu Illld /In.-mp/lo ;rlflu­
..net tach ollre,'s opiniOfU, ..... art
talking aoout an "iii" "" both sid"... "
she said.

''It Is mainly all ..Iitisl !romtwQrl<
which shapt'.. opini(IIU and il is 1fQ111t..

puspulivt of lit.. a~rag.. EUTQ/Non
or Ihe Q~rag.. Blade work.., IJlld (Nas­
am which dINS so. n

MrJ Srunwljli. add..d,h/JI Ell,oINQn
groups IW,e mainly itiflu.."ud by
ultcUd South -V,kans wlro had lit..
sam.. ou/Iook and Imt......I.r. P'UJurt'
groups, clrurchn.ltlduJI,i",. Irad..
u"ions and polilicians ...tTI primarily
i,,'ernlt'd in Iltt aJu~mtlllJ of Ihti.
coulllerpans.

As a '<,Jull £urQ{Jt<J/1J htld a Oltt­

sided ~·ie... of 1M d~lopme"u ;"
South tt/,ica and ","'t muly a"'art 0
political nuancts. In "UIIlY Europtan
coum'its and org<Jflisatimu. t/tt
dtbolt on South Nrica had btCO/'flt
dtadlocktd and it o/Unr~cuddt....s
dtr"'/'flintd by Eurot't<Jfl inrtrllo.l poI-
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ie, Til/lin tkon analysis Illld j"..J~prh
;,uighls.

"Orlt' of/ht' thillgs 1001 EurOfH don
/l01 ""Jus/and is ,hal tht m"i"
cha,olt',istk Qj 0.1/ Soulh Ai,kans is
th"I, national pridt','" Mrs Slun,,'ijk
add..d.

"EurQl"on cullUrt taday mukn
iiI/I.. provision [01' tIllliorlol pride - i/
is mor.. !aslrioflabl.. /0 dt'llig,tJ(t' OM'S
roumry Ihon {Q pTaist if.

"A EurofHan ",ill Ih",../o'" ka ....
difficulty in undt'rJIOllJing Ihol 0
Black puson or 11 Whitt {J',son is
duply proud ofSouth A/ric(1 11.1ld Ihal
It.. or sltt' matt'S tit, distiil<:/ion
bnwun II,t' country ;I$,,/j and Ih..
JJQlley of fh.. Goorrnm..",.
"AnO/her Euro{J'an e'TOT is lit.. as­
sump/ion Ihol Soulh Afrit;o is "t'ading
IQlO'{'lrds a filial crisis ouf of "'/rkh (1

nt'''' OTd.., will fist'. ElJt'" if alit' could
und",stalld such up«lations in Ilrt
$tvt'''';u qftt, lit.. IibttrQ/;OIl of ,h..
PortuK""S" r:oloniu and Juring rh~

~uphoria of Iht Blark COn.Jciousn~JJ
orgon;soriolls, rht ht;Jrdr. r~oliry oflh•
• ;ghliu I.au~ no ~.i-c"u for such a
fallacy.

"Thr hhorr. fhillg is Ihal.,u'lI wh~1I
P.,op/., admil priual~/y Ihal .uo!ul;on­
al)' chang., mighllN nux~ lil.:./y-aM
drfillol.ly mor~ prrf~robl~ - Ihall a
sudd~1I hrrol.:-do,,·n, Ihry colI/illu. 10
oos., Ihf!i, opiniolU /lIld lactics on
b,ingillg aooul alinal crisil.

"Whil~ /lll Eu'optan cOlml,irs hut'r
Qcqui,.d Ihri, p,rs.", standa,ds ofliv­
inll Ihrough an ~l'Olulivnal)' procrss
and Ihrough Ihr building up ofa ,,,,,­
gaining sysum, Ihis mod~/ il sums ;s
lIal app/ird to Smllh Africa. This f"'''''
is /(I mr u/..,uys Ih. mOIl im'umprr­
hrnsib/~ ~Irm~'" in th~ Soulh African
drhal' in £uropr.

"/11 short, Ih. EUl'Of"an prrsprcliur
of d.vr/opmrnu in Soulh Af,ira is
mo,,,, ofI.II cI,JlI,Ju,,,,d hy ~moli(JIlS Ihan
il is Ih~ 'rsull 'Ifano/yslJ. On thr alhr'
hand, Ihr lorally un.moliI,Jna/ anal)'sis
which prrf~rs Suulh African minf"<Jls
to Ihou from Ih. S'lvit/ Union. mak.s
in my vi.... Ihr fowl error of I,JlN'rlook­
ing Ih. drrisiu. hW>J<'" faclor in rhis
cou",ry.

"'Bofh soul/us ('omm.rcial d.d­
sian-making und rallous drris;I,Jns f('

pu'SU~ sl'<Jugiu ,~gardlusofcI,Jnsr­
qu.nus fa, o,dinary Suulh Af,icans
orr dangtrouJ. Th..rr is hopr, IHca"sr
il ill part rrsls on Ih~ facl 1ht;J1 Blarl.:
SOI"h Af,irons may sufftr bill fh,y
hour nOllH,n drhumaniud.

"Th. humanism ;n So"th Af,ica dis-
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ling"ishrs Ihrm from Ihr prodUCfS oj'
imprrsonal EurofH'utl soc;rly. Th.
1<'0,ld may )'rl suo Ihal b/ot>dy-m;nd,J
dushn IHfl<'uon Whit.. and Blart
Soufh Af,irans do drommiu rrol
human va/urs,"

Mrs StKnwijk IMn dealt with wh.l sho
nllrd "IM Important opinion-lIllIblll"
in II>( South Atrkan drt-l( in Eu~.

"' L~fi-I<'ing p,usurr groups I '0
ou~, lhr pasl d~cadrs arg",J a
suncrions againsllhis country arr
only opli,ms "'hich "'ill forc~ ~

Gourrnm..'" fa n,gotim. I<'ilh 'I
Iib~,alion m",'rm~II/S and othrr hi. c
I~udrrs.

"Th~ir supporfing sl,altgy is I
sfrrngthrn Ih~ Frail/lint Stafrs in II '/
Sfand against South Africa. Tlo' '/
naivtly ,.-us grral/y slwck(d by I'

I
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..From "'M' I 1wJl>t' _id, il , m Iw
""I",d lNu EAropn,tf Go.,.. IIlS
"fld po/ilit:i41U do IIOl /uJ .... "It ttuy
/lISle dn"",i"i", 'Mi, S<n</II "'irk""
polk,.

"ltparl from II lHiJrg a romplical~d

malia, Ih~y hav~ 10 delll ...llh "um~.·

0'" 10Miu. Th~ lobby of fh~ Soulh
A/,icA" Gou~",m""f and 1/1 I"PtHN'­
ifl' (HI/AflUAIIoIIS htu 1IQ/ ~"fl ducul­
s..d 11.-,.., ""1 il playlAsi,"1Jk1J1l1 roll.
ptlrlicMIDrly Al III.- /nil ofllv &ro­
plAfl froflomic Commowoir:r.",,, m, COIlfllry, lit.- ",,,,Ivrlmtds.
lit.- Goc..flUtVfll fuwh itu//u. IJ1I u.
PQssfbl.. poslliofl: it CA_ impkm..'"
1M '''AI~1.1il ,,_'"1ik<'10 impk" ...",.
uft·"';.., Action 'r"Off'S <tJId CIrMrc.
lNgAll1sAlloru Af"l" IQO po_tlul, IN"

'0 sItCh OIlUI..,,1 lho, Ih.. ,1IoM,hl 0/11
visll of 101, P W Bolita '0 ,h.. N"lh~,.
Ii."ds d"ri", hu UllSucc..s~ul

"£uro"..all IlIduSI';"1 Alld f'Ad~ t'-u,aplall lrip "w dism!sud AI

UIlIo"s d~mOIlSlrtJ'~ how fh~ir u'l!~aslb/...
opilliOIlS do ChAIIg", 11r~y A,.. ill' "1h.. Sou,h A,/rit:AII d~ba,.. ill
f/"~,,ctdby d~~1opmm1S "'/10011 posi- t:Mf"OIH is hypeerilicw lMlli s~iflCitII.
lions b«om.. cryl'Al/uld. Eu'OP'A" TItos~ "'ho A,.. duply u.uoI_ ..IlAn
iIId""rill Nlf"l"1y paniclpAt.. ill iJIWIl- suppon III.- /tHC fUId 1/100 w-a/kd
ill, cluJ"IU but GltNJlPf 10 profilfrom, ,l'IJlcou, (H l},..y ,Ow MlICONlitiolutl
1/100 clwulgn by Dd4pr.., 10 eirelUftSt. suppot1 10 tit.- .so..1. A,fric1J1l
AlICn u. 1M pIUIJIll cf COII ......rcW Goot'.NlVN.
,mIlS. ..EurDfWAIfS tll"'/IY1 ltaN' diJfic•.try

..MANlgl.....llt .. EMtotH ~",,",I" ;" comi"lIO ,t1p.c ..itlr 1M ~SullC~0{
,..IICIS posillN'1y '0''''' dI..../opIu'" 0{ A/,*", ...I!idt is panNl1'd ill lNgAIUs4­
Block Iftldlu"ions /Ioo,..tu II ",..,...qllis- lions /iJe.. InluJ,ho. F..", pIOIIk ill
i'~ for A "obk coIkcliw bartllllllllg Eu,OpI II,.. pr~fX',..d 10 sw/f~. ~._­

syll..m "'hklr Ih~y sufi...d~"","'al'o allyfOl'dulllg~ llIlhis roUIII..,.
I"cr..aslllg "od~. "Thll 1111 highly ulISallifoClory sllu-

''7"h~ I/,owlh of frtJd~ u"io", I" ..,ioll for Blllcks and Whif~S Alil:~. II
SQUlh A/riell pul All ~nd 10 Ih~ d;"pUI~ d....s 1101 ASS;'" ill cr~AlllIg 1/100
tlboUI ,,·""Ih.., (H flOl 11r~ .~gis"A'lolI A'mosp""'" III "'hich Sou.lh A/riCtlllS
of a Ulliofl Amoullfld to ....'Orlcillg CO" , ..ally Iii tog~I/Ioo, alld plall to­
"'lllrill ,h.. IiJbmI, sys"'m C'~AI~d by ,"IIr..'/lN,Ir..fu,~.
11r~ Go~'V"""'"I." "'lUS SMppon f(H "TIr.. SoM,1r A/riauuilutJliQr,luuoJ..
',lid.. Mltiofls olld 1101 drculcM by'lv ,.."dy bull ifllu/liJliotwlliud. .4pdrr_
,,,,d.. ultiofls '0 tnt ,..,is""rioIl ,...id is flO """"" tJonvstic IIlMOtiotc
..;tlUfl 1M .......f~ 0{ 1IJboM, for $oMI",,", AJricA orfor 1M iN..,."".
",islalioll. wuuI..ukctiw Ulpponfor ,/offal COffUIfJIlllry. n.r $oIi,1r Mrictul
01117 MII,..,isl~,..d MIfioIIs "'110 .....' .. 1tOl Goot'TfIIIIf'''' Its..// Irttu panil"iplJ'ld ;"
stH'lIl1..d ..'Oftillg ";111.. III.- SYSI..m 0 III~ i"I.."""iottIJlismiollo[apanlvid.
Ilri", 0[1/100 fJIJS'. "Mqjor And posl'iI,.... Itl/Iu....ul

"Til.. ""'If Iuprising ph.._ ../liJ is. ..·hlelr s/iould b.- brot<glu 10 b.-A'OIlIM

110..·..111". Illat AdwcAr~s ofSOIle,iOlIl Sou.llr A/ricall sll"o.IHJn A,.. ;""ibll~d
do 1101 "(lo,d II lI~crSla.., 10 COIISUII from playillg a posililll' .0/~. TIr~ COII­
I,ade ulliollS alld IIII:OIIrA as A masl IIqU""Cl"S afdlslo"..d t'i~ ...s could y~,

orgolliSlJflOll. ~t>e" lhouglr "",,1:.-., bl" sor../y f ..11 by milliOllS of BJad
..·m bl"lh..frrsl'o b.-tifJ«/td by II." Sou.lh A/ricallS."

MPLA. _ ZGllM. MOCAmbiqU~.

1tll¥f1ltt IJIId ZimlHlbto~ ~I«,~d ,lIdicol
CioN'"~IIS. W.. "'<111/ 10~ l1li.. "OW

Ilrol .'f" SMppOrt tMSO_ rodicillism;"
SoMIIr .4frica.

"Or'- CIuucMS ;" Eu'OP'. boflr
Ronto" C",/rolk oIId Prof..SlfIIII. laU
a_~ dis,,,N "fliJ""" _rds",,_
ri,lrts iII $oM11r A/riot. T1It/' ;"DOi~#'­

m..111 is ~pa'abk '0 'Mir dnJll'''KI
,,'1,11 Clril.. Alld 1M Philippi"..,.

"I" tuldiliollio "'if"IIi/1' 11r~1. ltifI"·
""CIS as Ch"fchn. INY a,.. Abl~ 10
employ po...... IlIg,all/ml/ O' "'Irhhold_
I/lg fi"a"u 10 sPf"cific /Hl/allisallollS.
Of'''II, 'lIDs.. orgalliwliolfs "'lIleh A'~
mar.. O"ts~"" III '111 So"III AfriCAII
d..bal.. laU <HI 1111 anriblllN 0{ All
«t/oll ,rQfIp.

"OM Iwu 10 <WWtt"iJll /w".'''''''
chwclws iII'M ff/omvd trodilioft alld
Of,,",. TIw jonnn"" b7fiJr IN II'IOst
O"lSpoUtf Off i'ljluric.. .. $oM/it .vnc".
Oil' fwh IMm in 1M N"MrlaIld,.
S ...·iturl4l1d. 1M US "nd also
in G,mUllfY.

"My coun,,." Dulch R<!(H'mrd
Churchrs (lal.l"g abtJullhr ''''0 mt{ior
al'ltlJ call claim 10 Ittll!fl 16k,1t Ihr
loughtll 11""d. Thty "'01I11i o/tly Iw
prrJ'(Urd 10 ,.,~" duculliotu "'i,1I
,II.. Whitl!' Du,d. R<f_d Clt"rclt"
ill 5041111 A,frica ill Ipttj/k cl«wrt­
IIQ~nalld .."du cnt.... ~ifiolu.

••SOlOW ~1U1 ago llw7 dtD,r 10 los....
1M lhlfiMNk Kritl6 (BTwdntrillll.
1M SACC and BI«tC'-rclw,AI 'MiT
/HUI'Wr,. TIIty tiff iIt /fJ_r 0/$1111('­

liotu aNi "IIIOIl6" IJw O'I0IIWlioIts
..·/tid IIwy Inl d"UTW 1upptN/, 1M
lNldr uniofu and tit.. AHe OIY

mr"tioMd.
"rlttir cltUlliorwl inro/l!fIm,,,, is

,3lrikillg: il II ill my ~i~' II clrur ,tlul,
ifguilty cO"IC~ncrl aboul 1M
/Mit. A ,potes,""" ofter laid 10 _:
"WI' did NH I"ppon F,.limo. _,It,
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