
FACT M D FICTION 
FICTION: 

"The Hill to increase Nalivc taxation embodies 
the principle of self-support, which is the basis of 
self-preservation as well." (Mr. M. C. van Nickcrk, 
M.P. for Lichtcnburg. Hansard 3, page 723.) 

FACT: 
Wc regret that the honourable member for 

Ijchienhurg did not brush up his political science 
before making such a pathetically ignorant state­
ment. Even he should know that the accepted basis 
for taxation is (a) full representation for the tax­
payer on the governing body which imposes the 
taxes (i.e. Parliament), (b) ability of the taxpayer 
to pay, and (c) that taxation for social services 
must come from general revenue. 

It is a fact that Africans have no direct repre­
sentation in cither the House of Assembly or the 
Senate. On this basis they should not he taxed at 
all. Africans form the poorest section of the com­
munity and few have the ability to pay. The 
.ivcrage rural African family is stated in the 
Tomlinson Report to earn £40—£42 per annum, 
while the average urban African family exists on 
just under £16 per month. The accepted figure for 
a family of five for barest essentials for health is 
£25 per month. Countless Africans arc therefore 
already far below this minimum standard, yet arc 
now expected to pay increased taxes, so that there 
will be even less money for food. 

It is accepted in civilised countries that the poor 
do not pay for their own social services, but that 
these arc provided from the general revenue of the 
Slate. White people in South Africa have free 
education, but the Africans, the poorest section, 
already paying poll tax from 18 to 65 years (Whites 
pay from 21 to 60 years), hut (ax. tribal levies and 
taxes for school buildings, arc now to be forced to 
pay more taxes to provide for their own social 
services. 

It is indeed fortunate for the honourable member 
for Lichtenburg that the poor in South Africa happen 
to be black. It would be interesting to know whether. 
it the poor were white and his constituents, he would 
dare to defend a bill increasing their taxation. Wc 
doubt if, with his high-sounding talk about "the 
principle of self-support," he would long continue 
to represent his constituency in Parliament. 

M.E.F. 
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