
Why I am not leaving South Africa 

I, too, am a Citizen 
| AM a South African born of Indian parents. 

My forefathers arrived in this country nearly 
a hundred years ago. They came at the request 
of the then legal Natal Government. 

Both my forefathers and their offspring were pro­
mised equal rights with the people living in the 
country. That promise has now been broken. 

It is largely through their sweat and toil that South 
Africa has her sugar industry today. As a result, 
the Union has the cheapest sugar in the world except 
Peru and Mexico, 

Their thrift enabled them to make contributions 
in other fields in the country's economy. 

Wc» their descendants, are faced with a new chal­
lenge to build on from where they left. We see our 
achievements in danger of being destroyed. 

The Afrikaners tell us they have no other country 
to go to. They would be strangers in Holland. They 
say they are the only true patriots in South Africa. 

Do they think we Indian South Africans* after 
three generations in South Africa, would be any­
thing other than strangers in India, or any country 
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for that matter? More than 90 per cent, of the 
Indians were born in South Africa. 

Many of us have abandoned the languages we 
brought from India, We speak one or the other of 
the Union's official languages. What more must a 
man do to show that he is a good South African? 

I love this country. I love it dearly. I would 
deem it an honour to die for it. 

I do not like to sec my country attacked and 
despised in the outside world. I like to see her good 
name respected. I would like to see our sportsmen 
of all races winning glory for South Africa, because 
all the races have built up South Africa. 

It huns me to be told that I must not give of 
my best to my country, because I am not while. I 
feel insulted when I am told that I am an alien. 

This fact, together with my love of this country, 
makes me determined lo stay here and work by the 
side of those who want to make South Africa a 
country where free men would live. 

The Whites very often do not know how hurting 
it is to the spirit to bring up our children. Every­
where they go, because of their colour, they are 
denied things that make for a child's happiness. 

It is my duty to stay here and fight so that when 
my children grow up they will not know the frus­
tration I knew. 

All this might sound a bit sentimental, but that 
is how I feel. I am in no doubt about my feelings 
for the land that has fed me, clothed me and made 
me what I am today. 

Continued on page 11 

No Representation for Indians 

A NATIONALIST member 
**• of Parliament, Mr. J. F. 
Nel (Port Elizabeth North) 
said bluntly in the Assembly 
that so long as the Nationalist 
Government was in power 
Indians would not get repre­
sentation in either the Assem-
bly or the Senate. 

He was speaking in the re­
sumed debate on the Senate 
Bill, He replied to an inter­
jection by Dr. Frans Cronje 

(U.P.. Jeppe), who asked 
whether the Government in­
tended excluding South Africa's 
441,000 Indians permanently 
from political representation. 

When Dr. Jan Steytler, leader 
of the Progressive Party, 
spoke in the debate he re­
marked that Indians were as 
much a part of the population 
as Afrikaners. Government 
members exclaimed "Disgrace­
ful r i " 
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I, TOO, AM A CITIZEN —Continued from page 10 
But what about the present situation? I must 

admit it is gloomy* I am not allowed to do, learn, 
profess or believe what I want to. 

I am not allowed to go, work or stay where I 
want to. In certain cases I am not allowed to think 
how and what I want to. In the very land of my 
birth, I am an outcast. 

I am totally against the ideology of the Nationalist, 
It is based on hatred, fear and suspicion. It sets 
one South African against another and spreads 
conflict and insecurity. 

I loathe those laws which arc repressive and which 
are meant to keep the man of colour down. But I 
do not hate the men who make them. They are 
South Africans Ukc I am. 

Finally, I am in agreement wilh the millions of 
Blacks and many Whites who would like to see 
a change in Government. I have suffered so much 
from race prejudice, I wish to have nothing to do 
with it. I am for a non-racial government. My 
duty is to stay here and fight for it. 

[This is a condensation of an article that appeared 
in the Port Elizabeth ''Evening Post'\ Mr. Harry 

is an East London businessman.] 

The Black Sash. March, I960 I I 


