
HOSTELS 

Mrs. H. Suzman: 

Already there is an enormous amount oE 
hostel accommodation in Cape Town. Some-
thhing like 30 000 men, so-called 'single 
men' — most of them are married I might 
add — are living in hostels in the Cape 
Peninsula area and in Johannesburg there 
are 21 500 men and women in hostels and 
another 22 500 are on the waiting list, ex­
cluding the Resettlement Board. Now, rising 
up in Alexandra Township, which is con­
trolled by the Peri-urban Areas Board in 
an area to the north-west of Johannesburg, 
arc two vast monuments to what I can only 
call the Orwellian future envisaged by the 
Hon. the Minister of Bantu Administration. 

The original intention was that Alexandra 
would accommodate 30 000 so-called single 
men and women in twelve blocks. This was 
the euphoric description in Bantu in May, 
1966: "12 modern blocks of flats, 10 for 
men and 2 for women." "Darkness", said 
Bantu, "has made way for the dawn of a 
new day.' Well, when the dawn breaks and 
the plan is complete, there will in fact be 
24 blocks with 60 000 inhabitants from 
Sandton, Randburg, Kew, from north of 
the Houghton Ridge right to the Jukskei 
River, living in these single quarters, people 
who are mostly married, and for many of 
whom accommodation is already provided 
by their employers . . . 

There are a couple of real home-from-
home comforts. The one in the men's hostel 
anyway is the built-in charge office and 
cell — that is real horne-from-home comfort 
—and the other home-from-home comfort 
which I though was really a very far-sighted 
amenity is the electronically controlled steel 
door that can be slid down to seal off 
any section of the building in cas of riot 

or trouble. That was pretty far-sighted, I 
must say. 
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