
Because of the prohibition of gatherings, only a 
solitary member of the Black Sash (Mrs. M. 
Petersen) demonstrated at the top of Addcrley 

Street, Cape Town, on 22nd May. 

prevent the Sasher on vigil from feeling loo lonely. 
Radio signals were flashed but they declined to 
answer when asked if they were sending for rein­
forcements? At one stage a Joud debate was over­
heard on whether or not they should "wflf die vrou 
nou." The question is: Shouldn't the police be 
arrested for intimidation? 

Communist? 

Writing in The Cape Argus on 22nd May, Mr. 
H. G. Lawrence, M.P., made the following comments: 

"No criterion, so far as the public knows, has 
been laid down by the Minister of Justice for 
deciding whether a proposed meeting or gathering is 
'in the interest of the continuation of normal activi­
ties.' 

"A meeting in the Cape Town City Hall, spon­
sored by the Black Sash and arranged for last Friday 
night, was refused exemption from the ban. 

"Presumably, therefore, it was not regarded as a 
continuation of normal activities, despite the fact 
that one of the subjects to be discussed was the pass 
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laws—something which the Black Sash organisation 
has been campaigning against for a long time. 

"As this Black Sash meeting in the City Hall was 
banned through failure to obtain an exemption, it 
must be concluded from the terms of the preamble 
to the banning order in the Gazette that Mr. Erasmus 
believes such a meeting would further the achieve­
ment of the objects of Communism! 

"As a matter of profound public interest, there­
fore, let me put these direct questions to the Minister 
of Justice: 

(1) Does he consider that the proposed meeting 
would have furthered the achievement of the 
aims of Communism? 

(2) If so, does he regard the Black Sash organi­
sation as a Communist instrument; or, if not, 
does he regard criticism of the pass laws as 
being likely to promote the Communist cause? 

"These questions are pertinent at the present time. 
A frank answer to them may help some people to 
decide whether or not there should be jubilation 
among Whites and non-Whites now that we are about 
to become a republic and leave the Commonwealth." 


