PROTEST MARCI  Cotttinincd

and determined action by some of the men whe
had marched with us, in forming a protective circle
around Mrs. Hill, that epabled her to deliver her
speech.  The students were hustled off the steps.
and angry members of the public scized their posters
and lore them up.

Exactly at one o'clock the bells. which had been
tolling at intervals, ceased, the Post Office cloch
struck the hour, and Mrs. Hill commenced to speak,
Except for one or two catcalls, probably from the
students. who were now rather subdued, her short
speech was received most sympathetically and appre-
ciatively by the audience, and it was most unfor-
tunete that once again un wvnrehearsed “effect” marred
the procecdings. One of the men round the micro-
phone (he had incidentally been maost helpful in
routing Lhe counler-demonstration!) now most mis-
cuidedly seired the loud-speaker and added what
e no doubt intended to be a few helpful words,
Some of his remarks were all-advised, and offended
many of the people stunding by.

Deplorable Seu fflos

Immediately alter Mrs. Hill's specch, the niigority
of our women dispersed. as they had been requested
o do. and only & few of the organisers remained
by clear up and attend to the removal of the pasters,
ete, I was then that most deplorable scuffles took
place between Whites and non-Whites, mostly as 1he
result of unprovoked attacks by an wnruly White
clement,  Ax far as we can  judge. the Pretonia
students were not  dieectly  responsible for these
witacks, although their actiom in the first place
caused the trouble,

Black Sash women were nol dircelly involved 1n
any of the incidents, bul one or two of them tried
to pravtect individual non-Whites against assault by
the Whites, and they had o endure a good deal of
obscene abuse from the White hooligans. My
Erasmus demied. it in Parbament, but the police
refused to take concerled acbon to disperse the
crowd, and excepl for the extremely courageous
single-handed action of one police constable and two
traflic officers. they did nothing o prevent the
assaults on the Alricans. We understand the crowd
was hnnlly dispersed by traflic police.

Mewspaper reports and articles have mude 1 quile
clear thal the Black Sash ovganisers did all in their
power Lo stage an orderly and peaceful demonstra-
ton (Cand they hod every rghl to protest.,” savs
one report ) and the responsibility for the deplorable
disturbances 1% placed hrmly where it belongs —on
the shoulders of the Pretoria intraders, i the fest
place. and of the White hooligans in the second.

fhe Black Sash, dume, 1961

SASH TO CONTINUE
HE Black Sash issucd the following stale-
ment on Lhe withdmowal of South Afrnica
from the Commuonwealth:

The Black Sash regrets that South Afncas
maorally indefensible policy of apartheid has
led ta the Union's withdrawal from the
Commonwealth.

In or oul of the Commonwelth., the Black
Sash will continue (o work for the removal
of racial discrinnnaton.

In our view, apartheid and domination of
any one group by another will lead o isola-
tion and mternal vnrest

Whether or nol the internal policy of one
country in the Commonwealth should be the
concern of others, it is quite obvios that the
Western world us well as the Afro-Asian bloc
is aganst the policy of apartheid and racial
discriminalion,

Every White person in this country. regard-
less of party affibations, should not be con-
tent mercly to blame the Governmeni but all
should now ask themselves how far thev are
responsible For the unfair racial discnmination
that 1s practised in our country.

A LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA

From Mrs, Jessic Groom, Mayeress of  Brishane,

Australia.
Lr"u.“:'-l' week 10 Brisbane the murch ol protest

arranged by wvou appeared on televiswon, It
wis dan inspiration o the women of Brishane, Our
thoughts and good wishes dare with you panticularly
just mow as you iy W ocope with this new develop-
ment with regard (o South Africa’s withdrawal Trom
Llhe Commonweallh.

Please rest assured thal many of us Teel closer
W those of you who are waging this strong fight
for justice than  ever before. We hnow  Lhal
eventually vou will sueceed as movements such as
vours have succeeded in the past

At many  of the meetings of our  women’s
vrganisalions whose objechive is (o encourage womn
tir tahe an intelligent responsibifity for their com-
munity, your orgamnisation is held up an as inspiration
dand example of whil women can do -

o " *
Nitiomal  hatred is something pecoliar, You will

always find il strongest and most violent where there
is the lowest degree of culture——Goceghe.
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