Background to Politics
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HE face of Coloured politics in South

Africa has changed dramatically. For
decades the country’s “step-children™ have
stood on the sidelines, confused and  bewil-
dered by the forces of white and black
nationalism. Then suddenly came Mr. Harold
Macmillan’s “Wind of Change™ warming w
the pation i February 1960, There [(ollowed
Sharpeville, Langa, and a five-month state of
emergency from April o August.

But it was Philip Kgosana's march in Cape Town
that really started the Coloured political awuakening.
Coloureds thought serously aboul the pass laws
and the Urban Areas Act. They were not directly
affecied by these: but they knew abouwt and il

the prevanling cconomic pinch and they saw ihe
sinister threat of job rescrvatton.

Put House in Order

They realised the implications of group areus.
they had lest their common roll wole — abowt whaeh
Africans had warmed them yewrs before — and they
were being denied the freedom of “open™ univer-
sitics.

They considered picture  politically.

the overall

and were forced to associate themselves with the
African wunder general apartheid laws,
But how werg they to act? How were the

Coloureds to present a challenge as a third force
allied with the African? It was essential thal (he
Fﬂhul‘eds should Arst put their own political house
in order.

5ix men, including George Golding and Edgar
Deane, signed a statement calling on Coloureds Lo
remain aloof during the stayv-ut-home call 1o Africans
last  wear, Thal contraversinl decision  shoak
Coloureds from their traditional political apathy.
The South African Coloured People's Organisation
felt itself faced with a challenge from African
teadership which it had to accepl. Either Coloureds
Wwere to drift or they were to link up with Africans
N a common goal of total political, economic and
social equality.
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“Did von get 2
permil  to carry
people of unclas-

sified race?”
— o Times.

But life was bitter after the Emergency ended.
with hundreds of released detainees trying to kil
together the torn threads of thewr disrupted lives.
There were five key men ip Cape 1own among the
Coloured detainees: Barney Desan, George Peake.

Reg. September, Alex [u Guma and  “Toefy”
Bardien. They felt their responsibility for  the
Coloureds” future political stand in the face of
Verwoerdian  extremism.

The first  opportunily  Tor  testng  Colourcd

political opimion came with the Cape Town muni-
cipal elections, In Ward 10 (Athlope-Lansdowne)
Messrs., R, E. Viljoen, I 1. Shroeder and H, J. M.
Holmes were firmly entrenched. This area was i
Unity  Movement — Anu-UAD  (Colowiod  Allairs
Department)  stronghold  of  “non-collaboration™.

But in Ward Six (District Six—Woodstock—5alt
Rivery the silling Non-White  councillors  were
veleran Mors, “Cissy™ Gool. Mr. Hoosin Parker

and Mr, Edgar Deane. Few Non-While ratepayers
had ary quarrel with Mrs Gool or My, Parker, but
trade umionist Edpgar Peane. a  powerful  ligure
strongly backed by midde-class Coloureds. presented
a  targel. The “new-lock™ Coloured People's
Congress (formerly SACPO) deaded to oppose Mr.
Deane and replace him with & working  man’s
leader.

The choice of nival candidate fell on Me. Georae
Peake, ex-treason trialist and ex-detainee, with an
“eguality for all” and “no concesswons” owtlook.

The result in Ward Six—a defeat for Deane, who
polled 900 votes o Peake's 1.500—was a political
cye-opener. A new force was sweeping  Lhrough
Coloured ranks, Jeading towards an alipnment with
the aspirattons of  Africans.

The “*New Deal for Coloureds”™ had previoushs
evoked much ridicele and conlempt. The few con-
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servatives who had been prepared o welcome
concessions for Coloureds (they never materialised.
of course) had themselves been doubtful of strings
being attached. When Dr. Verwoerd finally rejected
concessions for Colowreds, he turned them away,
probably for ever, [rom ther dubious hnk  wath
While South Africa.

From this stage (November 19600 Members ol
Parliament started expressing alarm that Coloureds
might be driven to a hnk-up with Afrncans. Some
“Coloured representatives” pleaded in the Assembly
that Coloureds had stood by the side of Whites
in the face of internal crisis, but this lell on deaf
CATs,

To wnderstand the Coloured man’s position, one
must realise that he is lired of the porpetoal dead-
cnd in industry and commerce. He 15 Gired of being
an oflice-boy, messenger, menial factory worker or
general labourer, though he might possess a junior
or even a  senior cerhificate.  He s lred  of
“Coloured™ wuges. bread-line survival., of living in
crowded slum conditions, of being regarded as an
inferior — tired, in fact. of second-class citizenship,
Do vou know of one Coloured architect, engincer
ar pharmacist?

Who can be content with such o lot?  With o
separate-roll vote, what can four representatives do
— except plead --in a 157-scat White Assembly?

Maritzhurg Conference

The All-African Conference at Maritzburg - and
the ensuing decision of the Natonul Action Coun-
cil o ask all Non-Whites and sympathetic Whiies
o participale inoa three-day  stay-at-home  protest
al the end of May met with an enthusiastic response
from Coloureds throughout South Africa. Tt resulied
—although indirectly—in  the proposed Coloured
Convention in June 1o be atiended by 500 dele-
gates from political, religious, cultural, social wnd
sporting  bodies.

The wide social and cconomic barriers amongst
Coloureds themselves have been the cavse ol dis-
unity in the past, bul recent events have changed
all that, Dr, Verwoerd has himsell changed it
and specded up the Coloured awakening o als
present-day mood of militancy.

In the Transvaal, Coloureds have formed them-
selves  into a  strong  orgamsation  { Transvaal
Association Tor  the Advancement of Coloured
Peopler o combat apartheid and link up with the
Africans.

In Durban, former Coloured sectionalisis have
joined the Convention movement. In Port Eliza-
beth there is full solidarity between Coloured and
Aflrican. East London, too, has joined the common
Non-White Front.

A stand 15 being made for Tull citizenship rights
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ABOLISH COLOUR BAR

HE movement initiated by leaders of

Colowred opinion 1o unite the Coloured
community in working for the abolition of
the colour bar and Tull citizenship (or all
South Africans was welcomed by the Black
sash in o publie statement.

The national president, Mrs. E. Stott. said :
“We would be plad 1w offer them all the
assistance we can in their efforts to call u
national convention representing all races, (o
seeh agreement on the terms upon which all
races can live and work peacclully together
in South Africa.”

for afl South Africans irrespective of race, colour
or creed: Coloureds now will not accept any con-
cessions  Offered 1o their exclusive “group”™ at the
expense of Africans or Indians

This “no concession™ line was demonstrated by
men such as Dr. Richard van der Ross. Mr. M, AL
Gierdien, Progressive Party executive member, and
Councillor George Peahe. ot their much-publicised
“seerct lalks™ with worried Afrikaners at Stellen-
busch recently, This “rebel™ front of Whites, dis-
turbed about the disastrous deterioration of race rela-
tons, sought a lead from the eight Coloured leaders
present at these informal talks, The Coloureds told
them: “Yew are partly responsible for the prive
political sitluation in Soulh Africa to-day. Do some-
thing about i from within your ranks”

Pleas by the Afrikaners present for the proposed
three-day stay-at-home 1o be called ofl “because the
Republic 15 so dear (o us™ were rejected. The
Coloured Jeaders stated frmby that they could accept
no concession for Coloureds only, could nol ¢all off
the strke and could not attend further talks unless
African leaders were present.

This firm stand by both moderate and militan
Coloureds  represents the present  political mood:
cquality Tor all,

Meanwhile, the Coloured People's Congress has
made  dramatic strides since March  this year 1o
capture the Coloured rank-and-fle throuwghout the
country, Uoloured Peaple’s Congress oflicials are
also on the Plunning Committee of the proposed
Coloured National Convention,

Cape Moslems have joined the political movement
— Islam has no place Tor diserimination.

Coloureds have nol become anti-White but they
are indeed bitter — bitter about wpartheid signs, in
buses, trains, post offices, bitler that they must pay
cqual rtales for separale but upegual amenities.
bitter about group areas. It appears ta them un-
questionable that their destiny lies with the Africun
o presenl an icresistible challenge to the present
system of macial discrimimation in South Africa.
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